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TO THE READER. 



It is not merely to add another book to the 
countless number already in existence^ that the 
following pages are published ; nor is it to of- 
fer the -Christian community a " standard work " 
on the doctrine of the Reconciliation; nor is 
it to give countenance to the idea that when- 
ever a preacher leaves us by death, his works 
must of courses be mad« public propierty. Oth- 
er motives prompt us., Since the death of 
Rev. William 0. Hanscom, fnany of his friends 
have been desirous of encouraging the publica- 
tion of a selection from his sermons. It is 
almost needless to say that, wherever he was 
known as a preacher, his pulpit services were 
highly acceptable ; and many of his discourses 
were heard with admiration and proj&t. His 
manuscripts having been placed, by his own 
request, in the hands of the subscriber, it has 
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been deemed proper to issue this volume. It 
is the property of the denomination to which 
our departed brother belonged; and it is con- 
fidently hoped, that, if not the production of 
an old and experienced mind, it will be read 
as it is, the effusion of a spirit filled with 
rich and holy thoughts, and ijanctified by the 
truth of God. Although the traces of youth 
may* here be seen, yet, to the detout mind, 
the teachings of heavenly wisdom, also, will 
be observed and felt. 

The editor would here remark, that some of 
the productions of this work have before ap- 
peared in print ; but, as they were issued in 
our weekly periodicals, many of which are not 
regularly filed, it was thought^ expedient to in- 
sert them here. One or two sermons, which 
were desired by our friends, have not been 
published,, jas the manuscripts would not war- 
tint* an attempt to do them justice. The sei*- 
mon on "Home," was of this= character — of 
which the " substance " only is here given. 

The sermons *and selections afe now com*- 
mended to the reader. May their author's spir- 
it inspire him, and the perusal of them prove 
*^ a source of life unto life." 

-r J. G. A. 
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William Cutter Hanscom was bom in Elliot, Me. 
July 4, 1815. Of his disposition in early life, it may be 
proper to remark that he was much inclined to study. 
He loved books and the school-room; and the advantages 
afforded him by kind parents to acquire the rudiments of 
an English educatiQn, were assiduously improved. Pos- 
sessed of a naturally reflecting mind, his thoughts and 
moments were rather occupied in the acquirem^t of 
useful knowledge, than in the ordinary sports and pleas- 
ures of boyhood. Such a temperament al he possessed, 
led him to be religious, not only in intellect, but in feeling 
^and devotion. The early exercises of his mind were 
not unlike those of many others, who have heard — ^in- 
quired^*tea^»— meditated^ — ^argued and prayed for the at- 
tainment of truth. Of the various popular and unpopular 
religious sentim^ts he had heard declared, none had so 

ongly attracted his attention as that of Universalism. 
Yet he did not embrace this merely because., it looked 
desirable. He was not the one to rest his religious 
belief on sfjtch a foutkdation. Neither was he kept away 
from it by the assertions of those who had no sympathy 
Vith believers in the faith pf " the common salvation." 
J^omitation of the Be/eans of old, he refill ved to " search 
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the Scriptures daUy, whether these things were bo." He 
did this, with a humble, prayi^rful, resolute spirit. The 
result of his investigation was, a firm belief in (jlod as 
the Creator and Father of mankind : in Jesus Christ as 
the teacher sent from God — ^the Light and Saviour of the 
world — " who gave himself a ransom for all, 4o* be testi- 
fied iu due time." 

When he became confirmed in this faith, it was as fire 
shut up within him. He could not rest in silence, while 
its glories were continually brightening and enlarging iA 
his expandiag mind. He had not believed in haste, nor 
on trust, but in the purity and sincerity otan honest 
heart, drawn by persuasive, convincing argument to the 
truth as It is in Jestis. He perceived that the doctrine 
which he had espoused was one of the utmost importance 
to mankind, and that its holy influence was needed to 
operate for good on the human heart. He wished others 
• to see as he had seen ** the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus the Lord," — to become acquainted with 
that gospel which is " the power of God unto salvation 
to every one thart beKeveth, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile." He desired to be a preacher of the recon- 
ciliation. As days and months passed away, he found 
this desire continually increasing. It was uppermost in 
all his thoughts and meditations, in all his wishes and 
pnijers. It was the inspiration of truth, prompting him 
to declare its power to other minds, as it had been com^^ 
municated to his own. It could not be resisted. ^^ 

There is something in the strong, deep inclination of 
the humati mind, which will have its own way, in defi- 
ance of all that may appear to counteract it. The friends 
of our young brother, not folly understanding the strength 
' of his desire to preach, 'obtained a situation for him in 
: One of the mercantile houses of Portsmoud), N. H.,*^ 
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that of Messrs. J. & J. B. BalUi. He remained for a 
., short time iii this new station, disoharging with fidelity 
the di^es devolving on him; yet by no means satisfied ' ' 
that this" was l5|s propef ^mployirierit^ He sought some- 
thing more congenial with his 'spirit — something which . 
could not be found at the counter, or in the countings 
ToonL His feelings having been madQ known to his 
mother,- she was induced to coxisult ilc«v.- Thomas F. 
King, then Pastor of the tTniversallst Society in Ports? . 
mouth, on the subject. Arrangements were made with 
him to take the. i^on as a theological student This wa&l 
satisfactory to the y^ung gospel aspirant, who had now 
just entered -his eighteenth year. He was thus- placed 
where hq desired to be ; and most i^agerly did he com- . 
mence the labors of the study. He read with interest — 
. and; with a retentiii<e, memory to assisf him, advanced 
rapidly in his new and pleasant work. There can be no 
greater luxury!* than that enjeyed by the devoted studisnt, 
.. . when« free from embarrassment and care. for the tin\e 
being,, be holds communion, through the medium of 
books, with the minds of the great and t}ie good* This 
' lujcury Was enjoyed by ^ur student -But iix the midst 
of these loved pursuits, the prospect was occasionally 
clouded. Indications of the consumption were visible. 
Some of -his family had been taken away by' this disease , 
and why might ut not call* him away also 7 He was.; too ; 

Ml of ardor,, however, to let such a* considiBration as tlHs 

''"***' ^ 

. check him for a moment. His watchword weis, ghwardt 

life or-death; and he never exchanged it for aihy other, 

l^ar expressive* 

During his resfdence as. a student with his worthy 

. pafitoar, he was, one Sabbath, Unexpectedly 'called to .. 

. -officiate as speaker. • The pastor hingiself, was necessarily . 

-\^ absent.and, instead of having the pulpit supplied oh: that. 
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da]% as is usual in such cases, k was determiged that a 
' meeting should he held in the vestry, and that the student 
^ould lead in the exercises. It had been rumored that 
he was to make his first attempt at preaghingi and many 
came anitidusly desiring to hear him ; so that the num-? 
her was altogether foo large to be^ accommodated in the 
vestry. The wardens opened the doors of the church, 
and, afler some persuasion, he was induced to enter the 
pulpit, and perform the regular services. He preached 
both forenoon and afternoon, to the., satisfaction and pleas- 
ure of the listening audience. This was to him a happy 
day. He had commenced his work, and the way was 
clearly marked out before him. Long^had he desired to 
speak to the multitude in vindication of the truth ; and 
now his wish had been gratified. "He thanked God« 
and took courage." 

It is no light work to be a minister ; for an individual 
to prepare his mind to meet the trials and crosses as well 
as the joys and pleasures of the faithful preachet j to 
"study to 1^0 w himself a workman approved of God, a 
workman that needeth npt to h^ asharoed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth ; " to leiave all q^inor considerations, 
and give the whole soul up to the cause of virtue— of 
human improvement and happiness. Our yoinig brother 
did not forget this. He knew his need of wisdom and 
ei:perience— ^and he applied * himself accordingly. He 
remained with his kind patron and firiend until July^ 
1834, in close attention to bis studies — ^prea^hing occa- 
rionally to destitute societies in the vicinity of Ports- 
mouth. At the time of which we speak, he had received 
an invitation to become the pastor of the Universalist 
Society in Lamprey Biver village, Newmarket, N. ^. 
A neat and commodious house of worship bad a short 
time previous been erected by the brethren in this place ; 
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.and they desired to commence their regular ministerial 
engagements by obtaining preaching for a p^rt of the 
time only. They had heard our young brother, and 
were much interested m him, both as a preacher, and as 
a. Christian Brother and friend. He accepted the in vita- 
.tion given him, and removed fram Portsmouth to take up 
his residence as a settled pastor. New and untried 
scenes were now before him. He felt his need of divine 
aid at this important season; and most feelingly does 
be express himself in a letter to a dear friend on the 
subject: — 

" How far I shall succeed in this arduous undertaking, 
with my present inexperience, is known only to the 
Eternal Mind. To <jrod, and to him alone, do I look for 
that aid which is necessary to a faithful discharge of the 
duties devolving upon me. Pray for me, dear brother, 
that my humble efforts for the spread of gospel truth 
may be crowned with success, and that I may be enabled 
to live agreeably to this heavenly doctrine, and thus 
constrain others to glorify our Father in heaven." 

It has been well remarked that priest and people 
resemble each other. If ministers are dull, and impro- 
dient, and ii^difTerent to religion, the people will be like 
them. If they are zealous, devotional, and feithful, they 
will influence their people to imbibe a portion of their 
spirit. The influence exerted by our young preacher 
among the new flock over which he had been placed as 
shepherd, was, in a high degree, beneficial. His zeal 
moved them — his pulpit services, and his private' inter- 
course, each served to bind the people more closely 
together, aUd make them more and more attached to their 
beloveti pastor. He becslme a fevorite wherever he 
moTed in the circle of his friends. He richly enjoyed 
the pleasures of social intercourse; and although his 
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ready smile was ofien suppressed by a kind of habitual 
^i^ipu^ness, he was the agreeable companion of the inno- 
cently volatile, as'weU as of the more staid and sober. 
But his mosLjoyous hours were not passed in the social 
ipircLe. To see him in the place where he inost dearly 
}oved to be, and where he was often at the height of ilia 
earthly bliss, we must behold him in the pulpit Here 
he was at home; and here he delighted to stand, and^ 
declare to men '*the unsearchable riches of Christ." 
The church in which he preached stands on an emi- 
nence overlooking the whole village. This he denomi- 
nated "Zion's Hifl^" nor was Ihe term an unmeaning 
one to himself and his brethren. They often enjoyed 
those rich spiritual feaais in their pleasant temple, which 
made it to them a Zion indeed — ^a gospelSlion — where 
light and joy were diffused among them, and their sotils 
were 'permitted to hold sacred communion with the 
Father of all. In addition to their regular services on 
the Sabbath, they soon commenced holding social even- 
ing meetings for exhortation, prayer ^mi praise. These 
had just such an efl^ct as might ^ave been expected. A 
spirit of lively zeal and devotion was kindled aj^nongst 
them, and they grew in grace and in the knowledge of 
the truth.* . « 

He was ordained to the work of the ministry in his 
&wn church, on Sunday evening, February 8, 1835. 
We well remember the occasion as onistof dpep interest; 
and we find the Ibllowing allusion to ii in his private 
journal : — 

" This is a day long to b^ remembered by me*,. I 
preached here through the day, to large coi^regations ; ' 
and in the evening t wasset apart to the holy work of 
the gospel ministry by the • laying on of hands.* Tk^ 
services were exceedingly solemn and interesting. The 
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congregation filled the house in every part, and listened 
with the most j)rofbtirnd and unbroken attention. Q i^i^* 
Grod give me strength equal to my day, and enable me 
to discharge with fidelity the arduous duties attending 
the high responsibilities which I have taken upon me.'' 

In one year aftiBr his erdinationi the Society had 
increased and^ prospered to a degree that enabled them to 
fngage his services fox the whole trnie. He expressed 
g^#9t joy at this, in his journal. But,' during all the time 
of which we have spoken, stronger indications of his 
disease were seen ; and he was frequently much troubled. 
In the summer of 1836, his health became very low» 
so that he had suspended his labors altogether — and, 
in the month of Septem^r, requested a dismission from 
the people of his charge. The following record on the 
subject is from his journal :— 

*' Sunday, Sept 4. This has been a day of trial to my 
feelings. Preached this morning from the words, ' Bless 
the^Lord, O my soul, and forget not allhis beneQts.' Af- 
ter these remark9rT I administered the: Lord's Supper. It 
was a very solemn seasoOb The congregation remained. 
A letter was then read by the Society's clerk, tendering to 
them my resignation as their Pastor. The feeble state of 
my health has compelled me to do this. It is a duty 
hard for me to perform. They are a people whom I 
love— ^who live in my warmest affectionsi^— and who ariS 
entwined around ixiy heart. IVilt thou, O God, be their 
shepherd, their guide, and their protectdr ! " 

This was a trying question to his people. They could 
not endure the idea of his resignation ; and so strongly 
did they insist on his remaining with them, that he con- 
sented to comply with their wishes, and continued to 
pfi^ch occasionally, as his health would permit. To-' 
wards the close of this year; his health seemed to be 
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more encouraging-^his strength- increasing. We find 
the following in his record on the last day of the jear: — 
A " Saturday, Dec. 31, 18^6. This is the' last day of^ 
anqther year ; and to me it brings with it many solemn 
and interesting reflections — ^many emotions of sorrow, 
and many reasons for gratitude and {)raise. I have, 
- . during this year, experienced many mercies, and I have 
^ also been supported while I have passed through many 
seasons of trouble and affliction. I have been laid upon 
the bed of sickness, and brought even to the gates, of the 
grave. While others have been called home, I am 
spared to see the close of another yearl O may I be 
grateful to God for his goodness towards me, and may 
my life ever be devoted to his service." 

As whatever is now to be gleaned from the life of our 
preacher, can only be ibund within the short space of 
seventeen months, we must avail ourselves of such mate- 
rials as our personal knowledge and his joumals afford 
us. At the commencement of the new year, we find the 
following in the journal : — 

/ "Sunday, Jan. 1. The requiem of the past has just 
been chanted, and a busy worM is now hailing with 
joy the dawn of a new year. How solemn the thought, 
that many who now greet its commencement with scmgs 
of joy may never live to' sett Its close. And am I one of 
that vast nnmb^ ? Ah I to ^At^t^od alone can answer^ 
May I be prepared for whatever awaits me in the future | 
may I be enabled to discharge faithfully the duties de- 
volving upon me— and may I ever li^ an^ rejoice in 
the assurance that, whether living Br dying, lam the-^ 
LordV f . '.«.».. v-t ;• -- *. • 

Ip the. month of April his faieailh ^clihed again. 1§9 
^^ ,defijsted from preaching &t a short time ; bnt obtained 
^ little or no relief. Receiving an invitatioS to visit Wal- 
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tbam, Mass., he complied therewith^ and preached to ^he 
Univetsalist Society in that place on Sunday,- July 9th* 
Daring Ihis short visit, he received an invitation to 
t>ecome pastor of the Society in Waltham. fie coHld. 
not comply with the request without making the case 
known to his helafed flock in Newmarket. Asking two 
weeks in which tQ consider the subject, he returned, and) 
at a meeting of his society, informed them of the invita- 
tion which l^ad been extended to him, requesting them 
to grant him a dismission. They appointed a committee 
to wait OB him, with a view to retain his services : but 
he had given reasons which to himself and people were 
good and sufficient, why he should seek a change of 
place and labor, and he. could not consent to tarry longer 
with them. A dismission was accordingly gran^d him. 
The intensity of his feelings on leaving his friends at 
Lamprey Ri^ may be imagined, from the following 
scrap in his |ournal : — 

** Wednesday, Aug. 16. This morning ! O heavens ! 
How mysterious are the workings of Providence ! The 
tinae had cosie — ^and I bade adieu to my beloved home-^ 
its happy inmates— and all my dear friends — and started 
for my new place of residence, in Wahham, Mass. I 
can only pray that such feelings as I this morning expe^ 
rienced, may never again be mkie.'^ 

He commenced his milMsterial labors in-.\Wa}thatn, on 
Sunday, August 20th, At this date he writes,—- 

" This day I enter upon my duties as Pastor of the 
Society in this place. I have been favored with a Very 
respectable and attentive audience throughout. Q may 
Heaven's best bleasings^ rest upon this union, and crown it 
with the richest isucces^- Father of mercies ! give me 
health and strength, I beseech thee, that I may be 
faithful." 
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For about ten.weeks be iiiras able to perform his paiSto- * 
./ ral ddties; bat no longer. AltUongh his spirit was 
yjgorous and aspiring as ever, his pliysical constitution 
.was broken down. He had suffered much'firom sick- 
ness] afid th0 encjtement <»cca8ioned by his remoTal to a 
new place, where His friends were looking forward with 
much hope, to the futive — ^was too mucji for him. Na- 
. tare gave way; and he : was obliged to suspend his 
labors. It- was hard, indeed, for him to do this ; tfor the 
prospect before him was truly encouraging. The so- 
ciety with whom he had just connected lmiself,;althougli 
small, was a zealoas and devoted one ; and its memtSsofS . 
were as deeply interested in his wel&re and happiness ^ 
the warmest heart could have -desired. But their young 
pastor was soon to leave them; Ibr tbe IVfastcuE^ «6f the 
• vineyard had call6d'liim thas 4^rly to ret&e from the 
. burden and th^ heat of the day. / 

In September,, the family with -whom he had riasided' . 
fo^ some fime in Newmarke^ removed to Cambridgepdrt, 
Mass., and he was induced to renew his residence with 
them, at least for a season. Here he was idihost daily* 
visited \sf some of his parish. . Hhey wfiere anxiou^ . 
praying for his recovery — but in vain I In his journal, 
trf date October 22d, hewritei — * 

• * • • • • * 

'■ ^ ."My cough has troubhwi me very mueh to-dlEiy. I 
fear that I shall be obliged to quit preaching for a tvhile. 
. O Goii, will thou prepare mq fcr jrhatever thou mayest 
/ see fit to jnflict •tfSon' me P' . .« 
y ' Wednesday,. Nov. lst,.he writes,— r 

" Tljisdfty thd Boston Association meets 'at Glaincy^ 
My health is tod feeble to justify me in being there. So 
•I must bow with resignation; and, asl am hot permitted 
to share in the rich pleasurjbf ef that occasion, tnay I • 
realize that holy joy expresssd by th<i poet,— 



" In secret sil^Ke of iW mind, ^ 
My heaven^and theremy Grod, I^d." 

We continue extracts from the journal :— . 

" Nov. 2. I continue to grow mor^ feeUe. Employed 
my streDgth in writjng a letter to a friend and brother — 
of which this is an extract. * If my health is no better, 
I have done my last preaching. But, be not alarmed at 
this. I have no fearer of death. I hail it as a glorious 
boon. To die i$ £ain! To die is to go home; to 
(xchangQ the .sorrows of earth for the joys of heaven. 
My attachment to earth weakens with every hour of my 
fleeting existence. Indeed, I do not believe that to the 
Christian there is $iny su<^ thing as death ! And he is 
unworthy the naipe, w^o dreads to exchange the vanities 
and troubles of time for the enduring joys and unfading 
splendors of eternity." 

"Sunday, Nov. 6. My health continues very poor. 
I had a very ill turn in the course of the evening. I 
believe that my hold on life is slender indeed 1 It 
would seem that the destroying angel has iQarked tb^ 
for his own, and that soon his work will be accom- 
plished. But, what then 1 I shall only go to feast upon 
the blissful realities of that faith which is the Christian's 

dearest tr^a^ure." 

" Monday, Nov. 2(X I have spent the past week with 
all that patience and {Measure which my situation will 
permit I am satisfied that it mutst W a long time, if 
ever, before I can regain my accustomed health. But, let 
whatever will befall me, I would ever be resigned to my 
Fathtef's will. I love the words of the poet, who thus 
speaks of ResigHati&m— 

* In trouble and ia grief, O God, 
Thy smile bath chtered my way ; 
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And joy hath budded from each thoni J 

That round my footsteps lay. *^ 

The hours of pain have yielded good, . 

Which proq[)erous days reused ; 
As herbs, though scentless when entire, 
^ Spread fingrance when they're bruised. 
The oak stiikes deeper as its boughs 

By furious blasts are driven; 
So life's vicissitudes the more 

Have fixed my heart in heaven. '" 
All-gracious Lord ! whatever my lot 

loi other times may be, 
I '11 welcome still the heaviest grief 

Thattbrings me near to thee ! ' " 

He visited his friends in Newmai^cet, at the; time of 
the ordination of iiis successor. Rev. Mr. Harriman, in 
December, and bade them a last adieu. This journey 
injured him. He was not able to perform it, and suffered 
from it after his return to Cambridgeport. 

His last effort as a preacher was made with the Socie* 
ty in Waltham, on the first Sabbath ift January, 1838. 
His health was too- feeble for the attempt, and his friends^ 
endeavored to discourage it ; but his zeal was too strong^ 
for the bo4y» How^hB enjoyed this day, may be learned 
from the record he has cg^de, which we have ti^scribed. 
It breathes |he rea] spirit of the young evtin^^st — so 
fVesh, so full, and fre6. 

" This is thd first *SaBhath of th^ new year. I had 
promised, and my people were expecting that I should 
address. then! this (}ay. I could not disappoint them. 
While able to stand. I thet efore repaired to our place of 
worship, ^*Wong j» 6»e I^ord,«Bd in the nower of his 
'inight.' 'The hall I found completely fiUetf-kvith devout 
and attentiye* worshipers, And,Jbr the first time since 
October, I feebly attempted i^ speak to this littW flock, of* 
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'the things of the kingdom.' I preached in the; forenoon 
from the woBds, < We spend owt years as a tale (hat is 
told.' l4iipobe of tht frailty of man— of ihe importance 
at'sttch a season of mfihifesting our gratitude to God for 
the blessings of the past-— of forming holy resolutions . 
fcr the future, and of fixing our minds -upon that hope of 
immortality, which the gospel inspires. The most pro^ 
found attention ^yas' paid, and neyer liave I addressed an 
-audience more deeply affected; In the afternoon the 
audience Teas still larger-every seat (Jrowded. and many 
obliged to stand. The design pf my sermon was to 
impress upon the hearer the importance of an untiring 
zeal in the cause of truth, which I showed to be emphat- 
ically a good cause. I ventured to preach without the 
aid of a manuscript — but my remarks., were well re- 
ceived, and the feelings which they seemed to inspire, I 
pay God may long be cherished by those who heard. 
A better meeting I never enjoyed. The anthem? and the 
song were chanted with * the spirit and the understand* 
ing also ' — and the fervor of demotion aod love lifted our 
souls to heaven. O, for the frequent return of such holy 
seasons. Amid such scenes of joy;, the spirit knows not 
that it is tabernacled in the flesh, ' and, forgetting the 
fetters wMch here confine it, risefe and holds sweet com- 
munion vrith God. ' • * 



' Rivers to the ocean rtm, 

Nor stay in aHthei^ course; 
Fire moves upward ttx the sun ; 

Both seek their kindred source. 
So a sonl tl^at's born of God, 

Pants to view his glorious face; 
TJpw&rd tends to his abode, 

To^rest iii^his embrace.* " 
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, ** Such have been my feelings this day-»-a duy} the blis8 
of whfch, is to me invaluable. Sacred foyever be the 
Christian Sabbath! *' ' 

We now draw near the last sickness — the last months, 
^ays and hours of the faithful young pastor. On 
Wednesday after his lasj services at Waltham, he was 
seized with a violent pain in his right i|ide« By kind 
care and medical treatment, he was somewhat relieved 
for a season f' but he was failing. ' He left Waltham, to 
behold it no more — and returned to GqmbridgepoTt. Jlis 
journal of Sunday 14th, reads, — 

** Again I &m away from my people, and confined to 
the sick room. I have speiK the day in reading and 
reflection, enjoying much happiness of mind^ but suiTer- 
ing from bodily pains."^ 

The next Saturday, 26th, he writes, — 

" For the raost of the time, this week, I have been 
very feeble; apparently growing weaker and weaker. 
What is in resetve for me, God only knows. To his 
holy will may I «ver be resigned." « 

His last record bears date February 24th, and i», 
written in a tiemulpijs hand. It is as follows: — * 

" My health through the week has been more feeble 
than for some days before. It has been with me a 
season of meditatii^n, of seriotib reflection. I have been 
thinking, I havt» thought of my friends— of those I 
dearly Ipve — of that beloved society with whi^ I am 
connected-^of the tie§ which Wnd me to earth — of deaths 
and the scenes which it wlU urifcl3. I have thought too 
of the gospel— of its gl9ft|es-»4^its pi-qsp(gcts-^nd its advo- 
cates. O what migfbty^4'fesi)C|Q§ibilities rest upon them." 

For an account of the re^t^nder of his life, and some 
incidents connected with it, W4| are indebted to a journal 
of visits kepi by Rev. Tipmas Whittemore, of Cam- 
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bridgepbrt^ i^ear whose residence our young brothejc 
spent his kst days. The journal is taken fremi the 
Funeral Sermon, published in the ** Ttumpet" of June 9, 
1838. We give it verbatim: — 

" March 8th. Visited Br. Hanscom-^found him stiU 
weaker. I have given up all hope of his recovery. His 
cough througli the last night, he said was alQiost inces- 
sant, scarcely giving him time, in the intervals, to gather 
up a little striength. He had only one ohj^t ior which 
to live, viz. tdlabiopin the cause of the gospel, ee^ially 
in Waltham. He spoke with the most tender anxiety of 
his beloved flock there. • O that I could be with them j 
O that I could preach to tk^m the tidings oi redeeming 
love' — ^were his words. 

"Wednesday, March 21st. "Galled on Br. Hanscom 
twice this day: He told me he had no doubt his death 
was fast approaching. Ho had passed a dreadful night, 
— ^it seemed as though his coughing would tear him in 
pieces — he had the greatest diiQculty of breathing. In 
the midst of this intense agony his nund was at peace. 
How different from his body. 'The spirit,' he said, 
' was the tl^^nt, the body Ae hpuse, md O what a 
shattered house is mine^broken, racked and^ falling. 
But the tenant cannot die. It will be removed to a Wter 
habitation.' He referred to some remarks he had m'ade 
to his beloved Bible Class in Walthftm on* this subject. 
' We caonot see the spirit, but we know it inhabits the 
body. After death has taken place, we can see the hc^Ay 
as befor^. The tenant has departed.. Tli^e spirit cannot 
die^' Sucklwer^ hi^ thoughts. He was perfectly calm 
— more so than those with whom he conversed^ ^ 

" *I have,^ said be, *made 0ie arrangements for my 
funeral in my o^m mind« I shall try t» wr%e them. 
My friends in Waltham ^ve expressed ft wish that ^I 
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ehoald be buried there, fi* they have a desire to rexnove 
my dust to that place, it is my wish it should be done. 
I wish you (said ne to me) to preach at my funeral, from 
the words of Paul, 2 Cor. v. 1 : • Forr#e know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the'heavens.' It is a precious text, O with 
what confidence the apostle speaks. I. have often thought 
of it — I have often dwe^t upon it in diy discourses.' 

" Thursday, April 12th. Visited Bt. Hanscom t^i 
afternoon. This is the first day he has Hot not been able ^ 
to be dressed. He S]|Sers great pain. His cough is ^ 
incessant. His Men^n endeavored to remove 'him from 
the bed to his easy chair in the morning, but he fainted. 
He is sufiering from a complication of diseases ; and 
beside hilsdiH^ase at the lungn, he endures great agony 
from disease in another region. His mind is at lest 
on ihe subject of religion. * I have been,' said he, * thi|M^ 
ing of the three systems ; and I find nothing lovdy 
except in Universalism.' On inqiaring whether he 
meant by the three systems Calvinism, Arminianism, 
and Uni^ersaiism? he said, 'No. There i^hnt little 
difierence between Calvinism ai^ Arminianiim — they 
both embrace the awful doctrine of endless sin and mis- 
ery. They are one ii^, efiect; I meai|t by the t^e 
systems. Endless Misery, Infidelity, and Universalism— 
there is nothing lovely except in the latter.' » 

" Saturday, 14tL ^r. Hanscom is very low-^-^hlUgh 
in not quite so much pain ks usual. Says he, ' You arfj^^k 
going^to Waltham J^-morrow — give my love til all my "^ 
^ends. Tefi them to continue iSithful/ This is xny 
wish, whether I live, or whether I «|' i^ A 

*' Ihinday evening, 15th. tfj;uM him sitting for Oi0mt ' 
mottients in his chair ; but he was shortly obliged to Ske 
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hia bed. He then spoke very freefy to me on religious 
subjects. He said he was Mppy — he had 'peace within 
—he had not the l^st fear of deatli. Groing to th^ ' 
grave, he said/ tr^ like going into a dark room, to lie 
down to sleep. He helieved, and he could almost say 
with the apostle, he knew that he should wake in the 
Redeemer's likeness. ' O how much comfort,' said he, 
*have I taken in preaching the gospel. I loved the 
work. If I have'd6ne any good/to Qod be the praise. 
Piftrhaps I havi^ injured my health, for I never could 
preach without earnestness. But 1 do not regret it. My 
poor shattered hqdy is but the earthly hou^e in decay* . 
Tbe immortal tenant is-about to resfto^ to a better house, 
a heavenly house, a house not made with hands. No, I 
do not regret my exertions, l desire to live only to 
preach the gospel ; but, if God says, Your work is done, 
I aubmit to his holy wilL All is right — ^that is my con- 
fidence,' After a few moments respite, he spoke freely, 
in his wonted strain, of the importance of zeal, and piety 
among Universalists. ' We should all have more zeal, 
more love of the cause, more love of meetings for prayer 
and praisti^' 

•« Friday, May 1 1th. I proposed to him the following 
questions : * Are you happy in your mind 1 ' * Perfeqtly.' 
* ftis said, Universalism feils us in the hour of sickness.' 
He replied, * I know, from my own experience, the felsity 
of Ihid statement. I believe as firmly as ever-^I have 
no^4oubt. My faith is not in the least changed. My 
heart and soul are at peace. Could I live, I shoul4 
preach |BK>re earnestly than ever.^ I have noti^ng to 
regret in my short ministry, except that Itfaave done sq ^ 
liife in preaching what I have beli^v^d to be the truth. 
{ iHiw see the importance of energy^ of more eniergy, 
filidifiilness and devotion to' the cause. Tell all thQ 
hrethroD from me to persevere.' 
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••€n Surfday^ 20th,^it fccame manifest his deliverance 

' vaB near ; and mbst ardently did he pant for that hour. 

It 'was with the greatest difficuhy he could bresithe ^ all 

the pain in his breast was almost insapportabley-and 

it was necessary fo chang^e his position every few mo- 
ments to give him slight relief. On Monday afternoon, I 
wasf at his bed-side. He probably supposed himself 
dying. His eyes were intently gazing upward, his lips 
were moving, and, by applying my ear, I recognized 
these words — * I am going home to my Father in heaven 
— m^ home — my heavenly home — I am happy.* . . . - 
Again, in a few moments, *How sweet 't would be to 
die ; ' . • . . and after a brief silence he fkintly wbiar 
pered — 

* While on his breast I lean my head, - 

And breathe iny life out sweetly there.' " ' 

He continued to sink away until Wednesday. Jn the 
morning 6f this day he was able to converse a few mo- 
ments with the writer, on the disposal of hid -manuscripts. 
^ One of his friends from Waltham, and one from New- 
toarket called in, and took their leave of him. A few 
minutes past twelve he fell asleep. Surely, we could 
say, as his spirit went forth from its frail tenement^ " Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his." 

" So fades a summer cloud away ; 

So sinks the gale, when storms are o'er ; ^ 
So gently shuts the eye of day ; 

So dies a wave along the shore. 
A holy quiet reigns around, 

A calm which nothing can destroy ; 
** Nought can disturb that peace profound, 

Which such unfettered so«ils enjoy. 
■^ . Farewell, conflicting joys and fears. 

Where light and shade alternate dwell ; 
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A brighter, purer scene iippetrs ; 
"^ Farewell, inconstant world, faretirell ! 
Its duty done— ^as' sinks the clay, 

Light from its load the spirit flies; * 
While heaven and earth combine to say, 

Sweet is the scene where virtue<dies I " 

, The funeral was attended at Wahham on the follow- 
mg Friday. Our brother had, before his deaths made all 
the pulpit arrangements for tjie occasi75n ; and they were 
observed accord ipg to his .request. The three clergy- 
men who were present at his ordination, were chosen to 
perform his funeral services ; to whom he added his un- 
tiring and devoted friend, the pastor of the Uhiversalist 
society at Cambridgeport. At the time of his death, 
ha was in the twenty-third year of his age. 

Thus ends our brief account of the life of Hanscom. 
Short indeed were his days on the earth; and much did 
he suffer from disease and pain. Yet his life was profit- 
able and pleasant. He Was one of those of whom it may 
be said, that the world was better for his having lived 
therein. Life is not to be measured by days nor years. 
Many there are who live to the age of threescore years 
and ten, who, so far as enjoyment and useinlness are con- 
cerned, are mere children ; and they never arrive at that 
peculiar age when, the poet says, ** man suspects himself 
a fool." Others are always old, and yet are ever young 
and buoyant. They are constantly learning, improving, 
and moving onward — always alive, and taking knowl- 
edge of every thing around them. Such minds, if tem- 
pered with gfospel truth and love, never die. That holy 
influence which they exerted while on earth, is left be- 
hind them when they have gone down to»the grave. Be 
their days in number few or many — these days are full 
of iolerest. They fill up with usefulness a space of time 
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wbich shall shed its light into the disteint future, and de- 
dailfto others that virtue is immortal. Such were the 
days of Hanscom; and, although we mourn that they 
were no longer, we have reason to rejoice that they were 
not wasted nor misemployed. 

Now th^t we are to behold him no more on the earth, 
it may not be improper that we note those exam|des in 
him worthyiof iipitation. This is the way in which the 
dead may benefit the living. We say not that he had no 
faults ; such a statement would be weakness. Indeed, 
what can be expected of one who has lived but twenty- 
two years ? The best disposiilion needs much improve- 
ment long after this age. Experience does not make her 
great power manifest in the actions and decisions of the 
mind at this period of life. Then, the mind has but just 
entered her . wonderful schooU Our brother lacked the 
benefits usually derived from h&s^ lessons. He was not 
sufficiently acquainted with human nature to understand 
its v£vriety. Consequently he could not so easily bear 
many of the peculiarities of others, which met him at 
alitiost epery corner. He was too easily annoyed when 
opposition stood in his way — too sensitive when in con- 
tact with- spirits different from his own. ^ Had his life 
been prolonged, he would have learned that the minister 
must take mankind as they are, and not as he would have 
them ; and that one of the best traits of clerical philoso- 
phy, when its definition is rightly understood, is, to be- 
come ** all things to all men." We have thus mentioned 
his chief failing. Let his faults rest — : as they never es- 
sentially lessened his character as a friendii atid Christian. 
We speak now of his talents and his virtues. 

We trust our notice of the character of the departed 
will not appear too laudatory. Although he was our bo- 
som friend — one whom we loved in life — whose last 
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breath we witnessed — and whose virtues we pray^Q^d 
we may be enabled to imitate ; yet we would not exagger- 
ate, not deal in terms or senseless panegyric. Reasons 
enough have been given us for stating that no preacher 
ofhis^age in the denomination to wMch he belonged, 
stood higher in the ^estimation of those who knew him, 
or protRised greater usefulness, than the lamented sub- 
ject of these remarks* Mai^ excellent judges of talent, 
who have listened with interest to his proclamation of the 
glad tidings, will agree to this. If he was not" a deep 
reasoner, he was a strong and clear expounder. His ser- 
mons were not labored, however ; for he wrote with re- 
markable £icility. Although often profuse and d^lam- 
atdty in style, yet his fervor in delivery made his pulpit 
performances deeply interesting. His pale countenance 
— his expressive eye, lighted up with the fire of the gos- 
pel — his deep, yet hoUow-toned voice, notwithstanding 
its monotony-^ all served to impress his subject on the 
mind of the hearer, and to cause the speaker to be remem- 
bered» He could hold no parley with what he deemed 
religious error. His expositions of her sophistries were 
plain, pungent, and powerful. If he dealt in no hoBied 
terms with the doctrines of darkness, and was- often se- 
vere when he spake of them — he delighted to dwell ^n 
the elevating themes of gospel love and salvation. Then 
his worda were the utterance of that eloquence which 
comes up from the fires of the soul, and warms and hal- 
lowsf all around it. 

One of the prominent virtues of our departed brother, 
was his untiring devotion to the gospel. He did not 
come into the Christian ministry for the sake of obtaining 
ease, or soiting his convenience. Hie soul was in lovd 
with the^'^joctrine of Jesus, and he could not hold his 
peaces iWi- have already seen that, although feeble in 
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body, and having within him the evidences of aconsuxnp- 
tive constitution^ he came forth to engage in the duties 
of the Christian soldier. He armed himself, we believe, 
with the armor of heaven — entered the service, and &itb- 
fully performed his duty. Too confident and strong in 
spirit, he often forgot the frail tenement which he inhab- 
ited, and labored too intensely. They who, through ig- 
norance, are led to ask why a preacher of God's impar- 
tial grace should be anxious to propagate this doctrine, 
. might have heard the reasons why from the tongue, and 
beheld them demonstrated in the life of our brother. He 
gave himself wholly up to the work. He loved zeal, 
spiritual fervor, and devotion. His sermon on zeal^in 
this volume, is a fair index of his heart. He could not 
^midnreto be reposing on his post. Dull and indolent 
preachers might hate learned a profitable lesson fifom 
him. He delightie^nh ^eaeiiing; ,and we have no doubt 
that, coi^d his Choice have beeii'made, either to give up 
preaching entirely and regain his health, or to preach 
and go down to the grave, he would have chosen the lat- 
ter. The true apostolic spirit was in him — such as led 
Paul to say, ** Neither count I my life deir unto myself 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the minis- 
try which*I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God." 

There are some professed preachers of the gospel, who, 
if they are profitable in the pulpit, are not so out of it — we 
mean as ministers. They are either too reserved or for- 
mal, or too much absorbed in the solving of theological 
problems — or else, worse than this, they imagine their 
duty to consist merely in making their appearance at 
the sacred altar one day n^ the week, and there per- 
forming stated services on the Sabbath ; afier which they 
are to do no.more, except read and write, till the Sabbath 
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. comes again. To mingle with the multitude — to meet 
men as they are in the every-day walks of life, and preach 
to them here in a thousand direct and indirect ways — to 
visit the sick, the destitute and the afflicted, with advice, 
consolation^ kind offices and prayers ; these seem, to them, 
if we may judge from their conduct, a kind of official dr\idg- 
ery, for which they have not duly prepared their minds, 
and from which they would gladly be released. They can 
live in the sunshine, and walk in a well-beaten track ; but 
to see clouds, and to meet storms, and. to go amidst dark- 
ness and sorrow, disheartens them, and causes them at 
times to look on the ministry as something of mere neces- 
sity or convenience, rather than a profession requiring all 
the powers of the human mind, and all the physical nerve 
of a giant. Such preachers do but little good. They tnay 
be good speakers, sound reasoners, pleasant men, and 
agreeable, social companions ; bijit they are not ministers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ« in the sense in which Ais term 
ought to be understood. They are not fitted for the front 
ranks of the redeeming army. They may de honor to the 
cause of gospel truth in some other station; but they 
should retire from the pulpit, " that the ministry be not 
blamei" Qur preacher honored his office not only in, but 
out of the desk. Wherever he moved, he did not forget the- 
duty of a faithful minister. He loved to talk of gospel truth 
and love; to reason with those who knew not the riches 
of the kingdom of God ; to comfort mourners, and encour- 
age believers in the way of life and salvation. May a 
portion of his zeal be imparted to many who stand as pro- 
fessed ambassadors of Christ. It can be imbibed. ** He 
being dead yet speaketh." 

If we wish to see men in the true light, we must know 
8omethi))gt>f their social character. Fine talents and re- 
sponsible stations may blind us in our estimate of virtues. 
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We want to see the man away from the presence of the 
many, before whom he has stood as an oracle-^in this 
social, circle, where heart meets heart, and thoughts 
and feelings are exchanged freely — and weaknesses are 
borne, and virtues appreciated. Here we can judge 
what he is; for here we are not bewildered by any o^ 
those artificial charms whfeh custom and fashion hdve 
thrown around public men. The social character of our 
young brother will bear investigation ; it was excellent 
No one of his age ever made more or better friends in 
so short a period of time as that during his ministry. 
Wherever he weint, an interest was awakened in his 
fevor. In many a dear &mily circle his name will be 
pronounced with afiTectionate remembrance, long after his 
earthly frame shall have mingled witii its kindred diist. 
O the worth of a good name! " It is better than precious 
ointment." " The memory of the just is blessed." 

His humility was worthy the remembrance and imita- 
tion of all — but more especially young preachers. There 
is not unfrequently a lack of this heavenly virtue with 
those who go out to proclaim the Christian message and 
who meet with success in their early labors. They are 
too liable to be moved by flattery and praise. " The hon- 
or that Cometh from men " causes them to be pufled up, 
and they imagine themselves ** somebody " before they 
know any thing as they ought to know. Egotism and 
vanity too oflen strut into our pulpits, and preach, and 
pray, when God*s name is not honored nor glorified by ^ 
their workSi And, sad to tell, there are many hearers 
who have no special objections to these incumbrances — 
who look on them as qualifications, rather than evils — 
in whose eye-sight a &shionable reverend fop is prefera- 
ble to a humble, unostentatious, plain man, who has good 
sense enough to know that he has much yet to learn, and 
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who had rather do good than he called great The Lord 
pity such hearers, sach parishioners, and, most of all, 
sach ministers! 

But y/e have not descrihed our brother in the foregoing 
allusion to clerical vanity. His was a humble spirit. He 
was modest and unassuming in disposition — however 
the stranger might judge the contrary. He did not over- 
rate his own talents, nor take delight in talking of him- 
self at every convenient season. Neither did he envy 
the feme or usefulness of others, but rather rejoiced that 
in them the Lord was raising up able defenders of his 
word, and that every good soldier of the cross added 
strength to the hosts of the Redeemer's kingdom. Such 
a spirit served to make him still more beloved. Chris- 
tian humility always commands esteem and admiration. 

The perseverance of our brother is worthy of record. 
The Christian ministry is no place for mere lovers of 
bodily ease — for mental or spiritual drones. He who 
enters the vineyard of the great Christian Master, must 
expect tp work.. If the way is not clear, it must be made 
so;^|^ crooked, straight — the rough, plain. In order 
for ^itiinister to discharge with success the duties of his 
station, he must know something of the ills, as well as the 
sweets of life. He must struggle with impediments int 
his way, and overcome them — and go on and meet oth> 
ers— s-and continue to fight, and achieve victories over 
his frailties, and over difficulties around him, till he has 
* learned to live, himself, and to teach others the true secret 
of human happiness. Our brother was self-taught. No 
great means with which to acquire a theological' educa- 
tion, were before him. With a feeble constitution, and 
with other impediments in his way, he labored incessant- 
ly for the acquirement of knowledge ; and that knowledge 
^ he gained. He drank deeply at her everlasting fonn- 
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tains ; ^or he was one of nature-s ii4pired children, who 
« saw the greatness, wisdom, and idVe of God in every 
thing. When we realize this, and retnemher the fervcif 
■^ of his prayers, which were ever agreeable to the Chris- 
tian heart, we are struck with the beautifcd idea of Cole- 
1 fidge: -^ 

• He prayeth best, who loveth best 

All things, both great and small ; 
For the dear God, who loveth us, 

Pe made and loveth all." 

As he had strong faith and h«pe, as well atf love, he 
- had hut few misgivings in his mind, even when afflictions 
came heaviest upon him. He trusted in the Mightiest, 
and was ix^Q, There is no binding down such a spirit 
to earth. Its faith alone can remove mountains. Al- 
though outward circumstances seem against it, these cir- 
cumstances are made subservient to its interests, and the 
language of the apoBtle is truly adopted, *•* When I am 
weak, then am I strong." This will apply to him of 
whom wo have spoken.' . He believed that in the strength 
' of Heaven he could do all things ; and he was right. Let 
us not forget his Sample. 

Such were some of the traits in the character of Hans- 
com. Mote might be named ; but let these be remember- 
ed. He died a^ hq lived, with calm confidence in God ; 
and has left behind him a name to be desired bv all who 
love virtue, and goodness, and truth. When such spirits 
depart from the earth, we feel indeed that we have lost, 
thougfi heaven has gained. It is hard parting with them 
— the young, the generous, the good. In such trials, we 
need consolation, " not as the world giveth," but that 
which the gospel imparts. And how rich this consola- 
tion, when, as we are groaning in spirit, and all seems 
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discord around us, i^ comes Id the full, deep harmony of 
heaven, declaring vktofy over pain, and soirow, and 
death, and life and Immortality to the whole race of 
mankind. Then, 



" Who shall weep when the righteous die 1 
Who shall mourn when the good depart 1 

When the soul of the godly away shall fly, 
Who shall lay the loss to heart ? 

He has gone into peace; he has laid him down 

To sleep till the dawn of a brighter day ; 
And he shall wake on that holy mom, 
' When sorrow^and sighing shall fle^away." 
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SERMON I. * 

True Dignity of Man, 

" Show thy^lf a man." — 1 Kings ii. 3. 

These words were spoken under circftmstances 
the most solemn and interesting in which man can 
ever be placed. They form a part of the last dy- 
ing advice of a fond father^to a tender and beloved 
son. We are informed, in the context, that " the 
days of king David drew nigh, that he should 
die.'* His career of regal splendor, of honor and 
glory, was about to clo^e. He had bfeen borne on 
by prosperity, and had contended with adversity. 
He had met with sunshine and storms. He b^ 
conquered with his sling and smooth stone, when 
in contest with the mighty ^Philistine, and had 
won the most spltodid victories upon the field af 
battle, ^e had sat upon a throne of power, and 
had swayed the sceptre of a great and prosperou* 
nation. But nd^ his days were numbered, and ' 
^ the suar of his existence was about to go down, 
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amid the darkztess of d^ath. His mantle was to 
fall upon his son. The kingdom was to. be placed 
in the hands of Sdiomon. He was to rule oyer Is- 
rael — andbyliim schemes were to be effected, 
and plans accomplished, which, for magnitude and ^ • 

.importance, had never yet been thought of. And, 

H^owing the weighty trust which was , tp be com- 
mitted to his charge, and the responsibilities which 
would rest upon him,' David could not but feel a 
deep and abiding interest in the welfare and suc- 

/ cess of his soil. , He therefore calls Solomon- id his 
dying bed, and, with the fond affection of a father, 
commences thus : — " I ^o the way of all the* 
earth ; be thou strong, therefore, and, show thyself 
a man." To be impressed with the deep impor- 
tance of this command, we must picture to our im- 
agination a scene like that which gavB occasion 
for the utterance of the text. A venerable father is 
about to recline upon the pillow of death. The ties 

.that have bound him to earth are about to ba.s^m-^ 
dered forever. He ha& a belaved son, into whose 
haiiSs he is to^commlt the mighty destinies of that 
powerful nation j over which he j^mself had been 
governor and king. He calls that son to his fly- 
ing bed, and gives him his charge,*^1i4|Jhe last pre- 
cious legacy of an affectionate father". " My son, I 
am about to die — I must soon bid farewejl to all 
that I hold dear upon the shores of time. The 

. fluctuating scenes of this mortal existence, I flin 
^bout to leave for a world where change can ttp^ || 
come. Soon these faltering limbs will be motipS^ ^ 
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;, these eyes will 'be closed, and this voice si- 
lent ; and soon will it be said, Thy father sleeps 
in dqath. To you. my son, I resign my trust — to 
you I commit the government of this people, and 
upon you duties will devolve, a faithful perform- 
ance of y^hich will reflect honor upon you, and 
confer blessings upon thousands. Be thou strong,^ 
therefore, and show thyself a man." 

These, then, are the circumstances under which 
our text was spoken ; making it a part of the dying 
advice of an affectionate father. The inquiry now 
presents itself, What did David mean to be under- 
stood by the command, " Show thyself a man ? " 
I may remark, as I pass along, that it is not always 
age that makes the man. You often find those in 
young life, who manifest more dignity of character 
— more stability of purpose, and more real worth, 
than many men of forty. You often see men ad- 
vanced in life, surrounded with families, and mak- 
ing ^igh pretensions, who manifest more fickleness 
of inind and of character, than the froUcsome youth 
of the school-room. They are self-conceited, and 
will talk about their iadependence of mind, when 
mey are the veriest slaves of popularity. They 
have a peculidf faculty of talking when they have 
nothing to^^ay — and of using large words and ex- 
pressions. They are like a barrel, the less it has 
in it, the more noise it makes in letting it off. 
luch mten, however old in years, they may be but 
ildrin of a larger growth.***' It is not always 

», theJXj that makes the m^ "^ere this the 

" lit- 
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case, Solomon could not have obeyed the exhorta- 
tion in thfe text ; for he was yet quite young, when 
the command was given* him, "Show thyself a 
man." - 

How then did DaVid mean to be understood? 
I answer, in aborting Solomon to show himself a 
man, he evidently desired that he should exhibit 
that firmness^ independence and faithfulness, be- 
coming a man of i^isdom and experience. * He 
meant that Solomon in all thingn should have an 
eye single to the glory 'pf God, fin^ the prcanotion 
of human happiness. This is evident from wha^ 
follows the text. He exhorts Solomon to." kee||»^ 
the charge of the Lord hi? God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes and His judgments, his 
commandments and his testimonies, as it is written 
in the law of Idoses, that thou mayesi prosper in 
all that thou doest, and whithersoev^ thou turnest 
thyself." \ -^ , 

We see, thqp, that one <hing which Solomon 

was to do, in order to show hims^f a man, was 

to manifest a firm devotion to virtue and to God. 

And this is a most reasonable requisition. • What 

is man ? I mean nn his native loveliness, as he 

sprung from the plastic hand of his Creator. Ere 

•he had become polluted and enervated by vice 

-^^before his moral faculties had become debased 

— or even he had strayed from that nartrow 

path which Heaven had marked out for him to 

follow; when the angel of innocencier was his 

C: companion, and his soul ^Srza unstained by the dark 
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waters of sin ; what, then, was man ? In the 
garden of Eden among the flowers of paradise, he 
&st walked. There he stood in the majesty of a 
thinking, rational being, endowed with the most 
lofty and ennobling powers — possessing faculties 
the most holy and divine ! What, then, was man ? 
You all know. He was the image of God; It 
was then that he stood forth in the likeness and 
purity of his BJIaker ; it was then that those princi- 
ples of his nature were developed which assimilate 
him to God. What, then, was ■ first, necessary on 
the port of Solomon in order for him to show him- 
self a man — a rational, immortal being — a crea- 
ture of the most exalted capacities — the image of 
God 7 Why, plainly this, that the powers of his 
soul, all the moral principles of his nature should 
be exercised in accordance with thes will of that 
Ood whose image he was. And this is necessary 
now. It is the beauty and dignity of virtue alone 
that will make man, what man should be. It is 
this that will govern his passions — that will 
control his appetite — that will chasten and elevate 
his affections —p-^that will form him for happiness 
and heaven, and that will throw a lustre upon his 
character which will fade not through eternity. 
The truth is, man was formed for virtue. This ^s 
his element, the only atmosphere in which he can 
live and be happy, and the sphere in which Heav- 
en designed he should move. I know it has 
long been thought that man is totally depravedy 
that he is incapable of thinking one good thought. 
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or perfoipiing one good action f that all the facul- ' 
ties df his mind are completely depraved, lost to 
all. that is holy and pure, and dv6r inqliaed to all 
that is evil. This is a notion which .h,as long pre- 
vailed in the Christian church. But the voice of 
reason and o$ God proclaim it falSfe. Why, I ask, 
is man possessed of jeo many no^la and generous 
feelings? Fronok whence did they spring? And 
why do they exist ? Why does the humsua bosom 

ft 

thrill with so many holy und godlike desires ? 
Why are the promptings of pity, the uprisings of 
sympathy, and the emoiioiB6 of love, realize4 in 
the human soul ? Why do we mingle oto teari 
with those in distress ? Why do we ireep for * 
those who arc the victims of sorjow and despair ? 
Why does the fond mother manifesf such vigilant^ 
eaxe fcMT the infant of her, love? Why does she 
spend watchful^iflays and sleepless nights to protect 
it from harm ? Why do that mother's tearg evince 
the constancy t^f, her attachment, and the strength 
of her aflf^qtion ? And wby ^ ^e derive so much 
pleasure from Ihosd little ac^s of kindness, fj^nd- 
ship, and love ? Does all this prove that we aie 
totally depraved ? Does it not rather show that 
there are implanted in out nature those principles . 
of immortal purity, which lead us on to virtue |jgd 
to God ? Yes. And this is the fact. Man's nature 
now, before it is corrupted by- sin, is as purer and 
holy as when it first emanated from its author ; 
and it is a proper development of its principles, 
a* virtuous direction of }^ jjowers, that brings foiUx 
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the man, and constitutes him, in very <leed, the 
image of God. 

Virtue is the element of the soul. Else why is 
man happy only in the practice of virtue, and why 
is his happiness increased only in proportion as he 
obeys its dictates. Let tlie hearer then remember 
that, to heed the command in the text, and show 
himself a man, the principles of his nature must be 
made subservient to the will of Heaven, and his 
moral functions must be exerted in accordance 
with the laws of the Eternal. In illustration of 
this subject, let us take a case familiar to you all. 
Here is a man, who is fully conscious of his high 
and exalted origin. He sees within himself princi- 
ples which ally him to God, and which make him 
capable of the most lofty attainments in know- 
ledge and virtue. ' His soul rises superior to the 
grovelling claims of earth, and takes hold on im- 
mortality. There is nought so invigorating to his 
spirit, so happifying to his mind, as the joys which 
virtue affords. It is his delight t9 be found in 
obedience to the commands of Heaven, tod to act 
in a manner becoming the dignity of his nature, 
and the transcendantly glorious destiny which 
awaits hini. He roams with pleasure through the ' 
smiling gardens of joy — through the Elysium 
portals of delight — he plucks those flowers of 
perennial beauty, and- feasts upon those lasting 
sweets which virtue confers upon her votaries. 
Now, this person shows himself a man. He 
evlB^ in his life the proofc of his divine original. 
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He "has called into active exercise those^ factilties 
of the itiind, '^^hich were designed, if pit)perly im- 
proved, to perfect, him in happiness and felicity. 
There is seen upoti his countenance th^ placid 
serenity of heaven, and in himself the glorious 
iifaage of that God by whose hand he was formed. 
Take atl opposite case. Here is a jnan, who has 
fell from that high station in which he was de- 
signed to move. He has departed from that path 
of rectitude whic^ would have led him to the 
goal of peade, and*" is straying amid the wilds of sin. 
The Vdice t)f conscience and of God falls unheard 
upon his ear — oi^if heard, it is only to be quelled by 
the syren song of vice. The power of virtue has 
lost its hold upon his affections and heart, and he 

' becomes a willing prey to hi$ wnbridied passions. 
The slavery of sin weaves around him its galling 
chains- — th^ vain and trifling allurements of vice, 
is now the only food upon which his famishing 
soul can feast. Where, now, is the dignity of his 

. nature ? Where, now, is that superiority of intel- 
lect — that greatness of mind — ihat exaltation of 
character — that genuine worth, which he was 
capable of possessing ? In a word, where, now, is 
that which constitutes the rnan 7 It has gone, 
and he, who was made but a little hwer than the 
-^ angels^ is nOw but little superior to the brutes. 
You will see, then, the correcjness of my remacrk, 
that he who would show himself a inan, must ever 
strive to cultivate those moral and religious facifl- 
ties with which he is endowed. Would you assert 



si:itMON I. 45 

the dignity of your nature ? Would you truly show 
yourself a man ? Would you stand forth hearing 
that beauty which Heaven first stamped with its 
eternal tsignet upon your brow ? If so, walk in the 
path of virtue ; take her for your coxmsellor, com- 
panion and friend. 

I desire the young, particularly, and those who 
are young men, to remember this. Never look 
for greatness aside from goodness. , Never think it 
is the mark of a great mind to relate a silly story, 
to give a profane joke, or utter an inAnodest ex- 
pression. Never think you will gain an increased 
share of respect by trifling with things sacred and 
divine. No ! rather let your thoughts soar aloft to 
that fountain from which cometh all that is holy 
and good. Let your affections be placed on heav- 
en, let your hopes rest on God, and let it ever be 
your aim to strive for that greatness of character 
which the majesty of virtue will confer. Then, 
and then only, will you show yourselves to be 
men. I am aware that these remarks wUl conflict 
with a certain opinion entertained by some. It 
^s been supposed that to be religious'is to descend 
from the dignity of man. To look upon Chris- 
tianity as an imposition, the Bible as a fable, and 
heaven as a dream, has been, thouglit a marie Of 
soperior greatness, of true philosophy^! Bilt is it 
so'f To show myaglf a man ftiust I sacri^^ the 
comforts of reMgion^tafiaiWon that gospel which 
is dearer to me than life, and tamper with all that 

^ fair and holy in the hopes of men ? If so, God 

4 ' 
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grant that I may remain a child foieVer 1 But 
how came this foohsh notion to exist? Prom 
whence*did it spring;^ that religion is inconsistent 
with the greatness of man ? The answer is plain ; 
it has been caused by that forbidding garb which 
bajs> beep thrown around the subject. Religion has 
been looked upon as a matter of expediency rather 
than profit; good only as it saves us from some 
awful c^amity in another world. It has been 
shrouded in mystery, it has been connected with 
sgloom istnd sorrow, and people have supposed that 
to become religious is like entering a monkish cell, 
fluid becoming ascetics for life. But they have 
been awfully mistaken. It is superstition that 
they hav€ taken for religion. They haV^e received 
the corruptions of a thing for the thing itself Re- 
ligion inr its purity is Heaven's best gift to man. Il 
is all that has raised him in the scale of creation, 
, and given him those glorious hopes and bright 
sttiticipations which cause the enraptured s^Hrk to 
wonder and admire. It is to Christianity that we 
owe our freedom from the darkness of ^t^aganism, 
tod our elevation in all that ennobles our kind. It 
is to this that we are indebted for the glory of our 
institutions, for the privileges yre enjoy as a peo- 
ple, and for that commanding tank which we hold 
among the nations of the earth. And does this 
look as if the religion of the Saviour Was of trifling 
importance j something fit only for the weak-niind- 
ed and* ignorant ? » No ! it is this religion alone 
that will laaake man truly great — that will give 
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ttrength an^ vigor to his piora-1 and mental faculties 
*— stamp upon his gbul the divinity of its Author. 
Ajod he who would show himself a man, and 
stand forth the image of his MgJcer, must strive for 
that perfection to which the gospel is designed t0 
lead us. ^ . 

I ha3te dwelt longer upon this paxt of my sub- 
ject ihan I intended, I have aimed ta show that 
in the formation of character, in the making up of 
man, religion has an essential bearing ; that it lays 
at the foundation of all tbat is great and ennohling^ 
ip the history of man. I now pass to remark — 
That an individual, to heed the command in the 
;text, should manifest an independence of mind. 
Without this, he i&of but little worth. It is true 
be may. shdw himself ft man so far as a proper 
exercise of his moral faculties are concerned. He 
may embrace and practise Christian principles(j but 
if he has not sufficient independence to avow those 
principles, if he fears to act himself, then he fails 
.of shewing himself a man ; he is fouiid lacking in, 
one esseaitial point. That was a glorious truth 
which was sealed- with the blood of our fathers^— 
" all men are Seated free and eytaot/." It expresses 
that without which, man is not what he should be. 
He who dares notonanifest an independent spirit — 
who fears an op€p eyowal of that which his Sotll 
approves —-who sacrifices principle upon' the alt9X 
'otfolicy — such a 4iian is emphatically a slav^; 

to the character «f a freeman her caEQ b&ve 4)ut little 

► • .. ■» 
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US. Men wlio are complete slayes to popular 
opinion. With tji.em it is not, " What does reason 
teach and conscience approve? but, What is the 
most popular ? Which side must I take to render 
myself the most service ? " These people you 
.tio-f^er know where to find. They are one thing 
to-day, and nothing to-morrow. Thay can change 
their mi«ids upon the most important subjects as 
often as the camelion does its color. There is no 
more confidence to be placed in them than in that 
traitor who betrayed his master with, a kiss !. They 
40 not show themselves men. 
; But these seekers after popularity are not the 
only ones destitute of the virtue of which I speak. 
There are many in the same situation wit]un the 
precincts of the Christian church. If there is any 
one who should possess independence, genuine 
freedom of mind, it is ihe Christian. And yet 
there are many professing Christians, who are the 
veriest sjaves. They are daves* to a creed — slaves 
to their minister — and slaves to the interests of a 
party. They dare not* speak out the hoitfhst con- 
victions of their souls. They fear to give full 
exercise to their reasoning faculties, lest they 
should lead them beyond that cjontiacted feith 
which they cherish. They would delight to at- 
tend another meeting, to go where a full and free 
salvation is proclaimed ; but, rather than meet the 
frown of their spiritual leaders, they live on in 
bondage. There are not a few in this situation. 
Many an excellent female is kept from lending 
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her influence jD thut benevolant faith which her 
soul loves, simply through feax- She ^lai^s inde- ' 
pend^aicei^ mind* Such persons ar^ to be ^iti^d. 
They are suffering a slavery of all others the 
worst. " The irou that liters the soul, cuts the 
deepest ; the chains that are upon the mind, are the 
most intolerable." It is \vhe» the Spirit of man 
roams 'Unfettered, wRea it walks forth in its native 
virtuous freedom, that he asserts the dignity of his 
nature as the oflFering of heaven. Let the hearet, 
then, cultivate that freedom of mind, a freedom 
from all that^ enslaves ; and that independence of 
spirit, which Is the mark of true greatness, and by 
fio doing, show himself a man. 

Onoe njdre, and I close. 'It is cf importance 
that all who have embraced the truth in the love 
of it, should heed the command in the text. We 
would have ev^ believing Universalist be made 
io feel the exhortation, — " Show thyself a man." 
Act up to thy profession ; live in the spirit of 
thy religion; and adorn thy faith by a well-order- 
ed Hfe «nd conversation. The Apostle, iii eihort- 
ing his brethren to be zealous, uses aii expression 
similar to that found in the text. He says, 
" Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 
men,^^ - Let believers, then, now quit themselves 
like men, and let each individual professor show 
himself a man. The cause in which we are en- 
gaged is of all others the most ennobling and 
sublime. It promise^ results over which heaven 
will foreve? rejoice ! It will stay the dark waters 

4* 
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of sin — it will light up the smile of joy upon the 
brow of sorrow — it will dispel the cloud <tf afliic- 
tion — it will wipe away the tears of despair, — it 
will comfort the mourner — it will smooth the jal- 
low of death, and it will carry forward the human 
mind to perfection and felicity. Advance this cau^e, 
and you confer a lastii^ benefit upon your race ; 
you make men better and happier ; you free them 
from those ch^ns which sin and error have thrown 
ardund them ; you, deliver thetn from that tremb- 
ling fear, that unspeakable anguish \7ith which 
they now look forward to a despairing eyteinity ; 
you will present them with a glorious existence in 
immortal bliss, for the dark and forbidding prospect 
of endless wo0. You will bring back the poor 
infidel to the faith of the gospel ; you will carrji' 
peace to the troubled, consolation to the afflicted^ 
joy to the desponding, triumph to the dying, and 
the hopes of heaven to all. Thisy all this will 
you effect by promoting Universalism. 

Shall we, then, be cold and indifferent in a cause 
of such magnitude and importance? Shall we 
slumber on our posts when there is. so much for us 
to do ? No ! rather let us be awake and alive ! Let 
us arise and show ourselves to be men ! Let us not, 
in a cause so glorious, descend to those petty foibles 
which only become children.^ If others will en- 
gage in angry contentions and disputes, they must 
do it ; but let us keep " the unity of the.^Kirit," 
showing ourselves influenced by sudfi md^es .^Sg 
the greatness of the work demands. Let us 1<^ 
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sight of all that may tend to-stir up a division, in 
our supreme-r devotion to the truth. Then shall 
we see the' truth pi»speriBg and error receding j we 
shall aid ia bestowing untold blessings upoh our 
ddldretk's children, ev^ to the latest posterity. I 
ask you, thei^ ye who are fathers — have yaheads, 
and can ye reason ? Ye who are thothers ; Jiave 
ye heartg, and can*ye ft©l f Ye who are children ; 
have ye souls, and can ye love ? li so, will you 
not throw your iofluence into, the scale of hli* 
manity ? Will you ^ot lend us your aid in this 
best of all causes ? Will you- not assist in freeiiig 
men from the darkness of superstition, and in im- 
parting 'life and salvation to his famished soul, in 
leading him on tot virtue and happiipess ? Let the 
response of your souls be, yes ; and let your well- 
directed zeal atte$t^ your sincerity ! So shall you 
enjoy the approbation of God, the smiles, of an ap- 
proving conscience, and the richest benedictions of 
your race. — ^Amen. 
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Consequences of Virtuous and Evil Actions, 

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap ; for he that soweth to his flesh, 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; bat he that soweth to the spirit, 
shall of the spirit reap life everlasting." — Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

We are here presented with a subject of the 
highest importance to the peace and well-being of 
man. It sets forth a truth of all others the most 
deeply interesting, and to which the attentioiMof 
our race cannot be too earnestly invited, ft is an 
exhaiHitless theme, and one upon which many ser- " 
moias might profitably be written. It can hardly»^7^ 
be expected, therefore, that I should do it justice*-*^ 
in the brief space allotted me for this discourse. I - 
can only point you to some of the beauties it pre- 
sents us in the outset, and leave it for the hearer 
to pursue the subject at his leisure. 

Before we proceed, then, directly to notice Ibe 
sentiment here laid down, I desire you to obserVf^ 
the contrast in the text. " The flesh " is put ift 
opposition to "the spirit"— and the eflFectif of 
sowing to " the flesh " are said to be directly oppow*' ^ 
site to those produced by sowing to "the spirit," 
What is meant by " the flesh ". and " the sp^," 
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in. the text ? You will notice they are always set 
in contrast,— -as in the context the Apostle says, 
"the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flerfi." He says that the "works of 
the flesU*' Bfe every evil, and the fruits of the spir- 
it embrace every good. So the Saviour says, — 
^i^JVatch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation, 
-*- the spirit is willing, but . the flesh is weak." 
Now, you will readily perceive that the flesh and the 
S{»rit here spoken of, are component parts of man 
— he being addressed as possessing them both. 
By " the flesh " is meant those atiimal passions, 
those carnal propensities in man, those principles 
anddeskesofhiTnature, which have b^en given 
him for a wise purpose, and an improper indul- 
g^ce of wbich will involve him in misery, dis- 
grace and death. By " the spirit " is meant 
, directly the opposite. It means that spark of intel- 
igence — that germ of immortality — that princi- 
ple of virtue in man, w^ich is an emanation from 
God, and which, if we follow its dictates, will con- 
fer upoi^ us the highei^t possible felicity. By " the 
spirit " is meant that living mind in man, which 
toyers above all that is low and grovelling upon 
eaRh — which bids defiance to the storms ofsor- 
Ibw and the shafts of death — and,froin which 
^^the promptings of piety, the uprising of be- 
, .^evotence, the love of virtue, and the practice of 
fll that is ennobling, in the history of om: race. 
l(ta|L tWn, has feelings and passions which lead 
JiiiEr^tray, and which too often involve him in the 
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dark labyrjipth of error and of vice. This is " the 
flesh," He has also within him j)rinciples which 
natumlly lead him to look upon sin with abhor- 
rence, and which bind him to happiness, to virtue, 
and to God. This is " the spirit/' %o sow to 
the first, iff to reap a harvesf of sorrow ; to observe 
the teachings of the last, is to feast a( the banquet 
of dehght. That I am correct in these remarks, is 
evident from the testimony of Paal. Speaking of 
himself, he says, — " For we know 4]iit the law 
is spiritual ; but I am carnal, sold under^sin. For 
that which I do, I allow not; foi; what I would, 
that do I not ; ,but what I hate,, that do I. If, then, 
I do that which I would not, I consent unto t)a€ 
law that it is good. Now, then, it is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.' iPor I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing : for to will is present with me j but how to 
perforni that which is good, 1 find not. For the 
good that I would, I do not ; but the evil which I 
would not, that I do. Now, if I do that I would not, 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in 
mt* I find, then, a law, that when 1 would do 
good, evil is present with me. For I delight jat 
the law of God, after the inward man : huUf, s^ 
another law ^fn my members, warring against ^Ap 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law ot sin, which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from the body o^ this death ? I thank God, through 
*Jegu& Cbrffet pur Lord. So^ tb^n, with^^ mind I 
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myself serve the law of God ; but wilh the flesh 
the law of sin. "^?:— Rom. vii. 14 — 25. 

Now, what was true of Paul, is true of fevery 
human being. We possess ah animal and a spirit- 
ual nature - — the one opposed to the other — the 
flesh aaid the spirit. When " the flesh ^ gains the 
mastery, an4 riots in its indulgences ; when the 
vicious propensities b^ar rule, man fs debased and 
miserable. Ancf it is only 'when " the spirit " 
achieves th^ victofy,,when virtue triumphs, that 
man stands fotth in Jjis native excellence, the child 
of God, the image 4)f the Eternal. Had not the 
spirk of man been assailed by the ; temptations of 
the flesh, it would never have deviated from the 
straight path of rectitude and virtue. Hence it 
folio w4,lhat if ever, the time shall come, wheil the 
Warring of the flesh against^ the spirit shall cease, 
and when it^shall no longer l&e entangled with the 
bondage of corruption, that day will behold fnan 
forever free from sin and sorrow ; because all that 
can tempt him and lead him astray, will then be 
destroyed, atfld his willing spirit will rise to its 
home in heaven. And w^ are expressly assui^ 
l^at this time shall come. It is a plain doctrine of 
tte j^ble, that ^^ flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
i|^dom." You see, from this, thatihose fleshly 
appetites and passions, ^^rhich now lead us into the 
paths of iniquity, are to be buried with the body in 
the grave. They can never enter that incorrupt 
tible «tate, into which all shall be (aised. Nothing 
finds an ^tt'ance there but that which Is pure and 
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holy. " The flesh " must rftc, " the spirit " must 
live forever. Death comes to end^our warfare with 
sin, and to give release to the captive soul. When 
man dies, he goes where temptations can never 
annoy him, and where vice never hurls its venom- 
ous darts. It is there the body of sin is put off, 
and the carnal mind terminates its warfare with 
virtue. It is there the spirit spoken of in the text, 
that godlike mind in man, which is now overpow- 
ered by the lusts and passions of the flesh, achieves 
an immortal victory. At death, it bids an everlast- 
^ing adieu to the fetters which have here enchain- 
ed it, to the vanities and temptations of earth, 
and goes onward, forever progressing in know^^dge 
and bliss, through the boundless ages of eternity. 

So far, then, our subject is plain. By " the 
flesh '' is meant man's animal, by " the spirit " 
his spiritual nature. These expressions are used 
in the text as a personification of vice and misery. 
And the truth it sets forth is this, — that a man shall 
certainly reap a harvest corresponding to the seed 
which he sows. If he heeds the allurements of 
vice, he will in no wise fescape an equitable pun- 
ishment. If he practises virtue, he will most sure- 
ly receive a just reward. This is the sentiment of 
the text — to a more particular notice of which 
your attention is now invited. 

The first particuJiar, then, which I desire you to 
ftotice. is the exhortation, with which the text 
commences, — "Be not deceived." The Apostle 
knew' very well that his brethren were liable to be 
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deceived and led astray by enticing words and 
false appearances. He knew that there were 
teachers of error abroad, who were urging their 
pernicious principles upon the attention of the 
people, and robing their forbidding features in a 
flattering garb, that they might better succeed in 
accomplishing theii: object. The Apostle knew 
too the power of deception, and the opportimity 
there was of placing in a. favorable light thAt which 
was highly fatal in its tendency merely by clothing 
it in soft words and honied accents. He had been ^ 
most awfully deceived himself.- He had bent all 
his energies to the promotion of the cause which 
he ^ad considered of the first magnitude, but 
which he now looked upon as the opposite of all 
that weus good. He really supposed that he had 
been ddng God service while engaged in the 
work of slaughter and of death. But now his eyes 
were open^ he saw the deception ; and he was 
desirous that others should avoid that error in 
which he had been entrapped. He therefore ex- 
horts his brethren with earnestness, in the text, 
"Be not deceived."' I would to Heaven that this 
exhortation might be heard and felt by every 
human being. To him who is wading in the 
ways of iniquity, who vainly expects to find pleas- 
ure in sin — to him who is quaffing at the in- 
toxicating bowl, and saying, f a little more will 
do no harm " ^ — to him who is revelling in his 
deedi^of darkness under the cover of night — to 
him who is resting his shopes of heaven upon his 
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.own trial exertions -^ to him who is indulging in 
Ihe wild -reveries* of ^skeptfcism, and tampering 
with all -that is good and holy in the hopes of men* ' 
*— to him whose piety consists only ia l^ud and 
empty professions -^ to all such X would say^ *' Be 
not deceived.^^ 

" God is not mocked." Here is a solemn truth', 
and one which, if felt and realized, would produce 
glorious consequences to the world. We may be 
deceivbd ourselves, and we may deceive others — 
we may put on a very fine exterior, and profess 
much goodness, while the heart is being steeped in 
the very gall of iniquity — ^we may pretend to ttiuch 
humility, while the spirit of pride is ratikling in 
-our bosoms — we may manifest much love for our 
fellow-beings, and at the same time be secretly 
plotting their ruin; and, in a thousand ways,, we 
may be J;he instruments of deception to those 
around us. But there is one whom "we cannot 
deceive. ^^ God is not mocked,'*^ Prom him no 
action is hid. To him no thought is unknown. 
In every part of his wide domain he is alike 
present. There is not a single recess in the vast 
universe which he has formed that is exempt from 
the glance of his all-searching eye. You may soar 
aloft to the heavens, or dive into the fathomless 
ocean — you may roam upon the " coral strahds" of 
India, ♦^or dwell upon the idfe-clad mountains of^. 
6^reenland-^you may mingle with social beings*'^'- 
ex flee to the haunts of solitude — fou may make , 
your abode in the crowded city, or flee to Jhe dark "^ 
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cavie of the wilderness,*— still Crod wfll h^therei, 
discerning your thoughts, a&d sitting in^ tighteoia^ 
judgment upon HI your actions. From his wise 
decision t^^re is no appeal at his fyibunal " every 
trani§gressioa mi^st receive a ^ust tecom|)enie of - 
reward." There is no escape. Let this be re- 
membered. And if you are flattering . yourselves 
with the, idea that you can sin with impunity j if 
you think to retire from the gaze of the Av:orld, and, 
in the lonely silence of night, riot in iniquity, and 
then escape detection ; if this is your intention, 
then bear this truth in mind, " Thou God seest toe." 
He is a Being with whom deception cannot pre- 
vail, who will not be mocked. He knows the 
secret thoughts of every heart. He sees in dark- 
ness as well as light. And happy he who can say 
with the poet, —»• 

" O may these thoughts possess my breastj 
Where'er I isove, where'er I rest j 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin — for God is there." 

You will notice that the Apostle in the text, 
assigns a reason why men should not be : deceived, 
and presents us with a positive proof that God is 
not mocked. It is found" in the declaration, *" For 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap."' 
Here*is the great point upon which the jApostle 
desired that his brethren might not be deceived ; 
and this is th# fact which he adduces to prove tl^^at 
God is not mocked, 1)ut that in 9II things he main* , 
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tains [a holy and righteous discipline. '^ Whatso- 
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap." 

The sentiment of the text is as true in the 
moral as in the natural world. Whe^i the hus- 
"bandman goes forth to the toils of the. day and the 
labors of spring, when he sows his seed, his bosom 
beats high with the expectation of an abundant 
harvest. And what is more, he expects a harvest 
corresponding ^ with that which he places in the 
earth. If he plants corn, he does not expect that 
briers will come up. If he sows grain, he does 
not expect to reap a harvest of -jveeds. But he 
supposes that what he has sown, that shall he also 
reap. This is equally true of the moral world. 
Here there is seed to be sown, and a harvest to be 
reaped, and Jhe harvest will always correspond 
with that which is §own. It is passing strange 
that upon a point so obvious as this, men should 
be deceived ; and yet there is none upon which 
they hgtve been more so. Men have vainly sup- 
posed that some method could be adopted, some 
means devised, to avert the just judgments of Hea- 
ven. You see theui inflicting upon themselves 
the solitary penance, offering costly oblations and 
sacrifices, living a hfe of abject sorrow, and search- 
ing for some mysterious change ; and all this for 
what ? Why simply to escape the stern demands 
of justice, and save themselves from that punish- 
n^nt which their srns deserve. But nothing could 
be, more vain and futile. It is justpmi absurd to 
. expect that we can violate God's law, and escape 
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a just retribution, as it is to suppose that we can 
place our hands in a.fumace of fire, and yet not be 
burnt. The word of Jehovah has gone forth and 
shall not return, that he will " by no means clear 
the guilty — that though hand join in hand the 
wicked shall not go unpunished — -that he that 
doeth wrong, shall receive for the wrong he hath 
done," and in the language of the text, that " what- 
soever a man soweth that shall he also reap." 
Now it does seem to your speaker that nothing 
could be plainer than the sentiment here laid 
down. It assures us that God's justice will re* 
ceive its demands, that the punishment for sin is 
certain, and that from it there is no escape. And 
this is a truth confirmed by the voice of reason 
and experience. It agrees admirably with the 
arrangements of God in the natural world. In the 
world of matter, in the natural constitution of mpn, 
God has established certain organic laws, an ob- 
servance of which will surely give us happiness 
and peace, and an infringement of which will cer- 
tainly bring us misery and sorrow. 

For instance, it is a law of man's nature that he 
shall eat and drink. If he properly observes this 
law he will be fed and made happy ; if he disobeys 
it, he cannot escape the consequences. God rules 
the same in the moral world, in the world of mind. 
That has its laws, its fixed and immutable laws, 
an observance of which is sure to make msai 
happy — a \^#ation of which is certain to involve 
him in misery. This is a truth plain and self- 
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evident. And yet it is one upon which people 
manifest a most astonishing ignctance. They 
really seem to suppose that they can sin with 
impunity* that they can trample under foot the 
authority of Heaven, and then, by some means, 
escape the consequences. Now, they do not reason 
thus in other matters. They would not walk 
upon burning coals, or throw themselves from a 
precipice, and think of escaping unharmed. No, 
they know better than this. They should know, 
too, that they can no more embrace the monster 
sin, and not feel his venomous fangs, than th6y 
can take fire in their bosoms and not be burned. 
One is as certain as the other. You can no more 
escape the consequences of a violation of God's 
moral law, than you can of his natural laws. The 
-great Creator Has so constituted man that he can 
find enjoyment only in obedience to the com- 
mands of Heaven, and that he is never so unhap- 
py, as when wandering in error and transgression. 
The mind of man is so formed that it can be 
happy only in its own element. Its element is 
virtue. Its home is'sjriritual and heavenly. And 
hence the man who practises virtue, and breathes 
the atmosphere of love, is happy, whatever may be 
his external circumstances. Let us take a simple 
comparison. A fish while in the water lives, 
moves, and is happy. The world. of wat^ was 
designed by his Creator for-its.lja^ife.tiohV^But 
take it out of -the water, andhi^ me^ with the 
mind of man. Its nature i^ sgint^aj^f it was Horm- 
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ed for virtue ; and so long as man lives in the 
world of Virtmr, so long he is happy. But let him 
lesrve that sunny clime, let him become polluted 
with vice, and he dies a spiritual death. His 
moral faculties become debased, and he is wretch- 
ed and miserable. This is a truth attested by the 
experience of all. Every one tnows that there is 
a luxury in doing good, and that a right course of 
conduct imparts a Rpace to be found no where else. 

No man, who realizes the blessings of virtue, 
would ever exchange them for the burning fires 
which rage in the bosoms of the vicious. He 
would rather dwell in the hut pf poverty, with 
"virtue's prize," than in a palace of gold. With a 
guilty conscience. The truth is, God has cormect- 
ed misery with vice, and happiness with virtue, 
and has bound them together by a tie which' 
eternity cannot dissolve. And so sure as there is 
a God who cannot be mocked, so sure as a cause 
produces its effect, so true it is that vi'ce will al- 
ways yield misery, and virtue happiness. " For 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap." 

I have thus alluded to the &st part of my sub- 
ject, which expresses the certainty of punishment, 
and the positive assurance that man shall reap 
according to that which he sows. I now pass to 
notice what the text declares shall be the fruits of 
aharMstift the moral world. "He that soweth 
to tMilSeh shall of the flesh reap corruption." By 
sowing to thf flesh here is simply meant the 
praglice of sin. An4 the dpctrine of the Apostle 
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is this; that he who yields himself up to vice^ 
who becomes the servant of iniquity, and who 
sows the seeds of an, will reap a harvest of " cor- 
ruption." O, that this doctrine had always been 
preached ! happy would it have been for truth, for 
virtue, and for the world* Men have been most 
dreadfully deceived. They have clothed virtue in 
a forbidding garb, and have given to vice the most 
enchanting aspect. We have heard of the " pleas- 
ures of sin," and of the prosperous gales with 
which the wicked are wafted over the sea of life. 
The sinner has been looked upon as a traveller in 
a path strewed with the flowers of enjoyment, 
and where the choicest dainties invite the longing 
taste. In this way men have been deceived. 
Supposing that there was pleasure in siir, they 
have suffered themselves to be lulled to repose by 
its syren song, and have awoke only to find them- 
selves pierced with many sorrows. 

But, how different upon this subject are" the 
words of my text, the language of the Bible. Here 
every thing terrible of which the imagination can 
conceive, is used to set forth the horrors of vice, 
and to show that " the way of the transgressor is 
hurd.^^ The question, then, is settled, as to the 
nature and eertainty of punishuj^ent. It is plain 
that a man shall reap according to that which he 
sows, and that if he sows to sin, he shall reap* a 
harvest of corruption. This is true ; but one thing, 
which troubles many, is, where shall this harvest 
be reaped — where shall man receive his punish- 
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ment I To this, many would answer, In another 
state of existence ; and they would, perhaps, very 
nnfortunalely, adduce our text as proof of this 
idea. But let us observe, for a moment, what 
the text says. " Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap." You will notice the si- 
mihtude her^ used. The sinner is compared to 
the fanner who sows and reaps. Now, when we 
sow seed in a field, do we not expect to reap the 
harvest in the same field where we sow the seed ? 
Most assuredly. If, then, man sows to sin in this 
life, he must in this life expect tooreap the harvest, 
which is " corruption." Is hot this plain ? You 
all know that you would consider a man beside 
himself, who should sow a field of grain in New- 
Hampshire, and expect to reap the harvest in 
Maine. They are equally unwise, who, having 
sown to the flesh in this life, are looking for the 
harvest in iQtemity. As true as man has sown to 
sin here, so true it is that here he must reap the 
harvest, and receive his wages. ^And, what is 
more, the very nature of the harvest is abundant 
confirmation of this fact. What is it ? " Corrup- 
tion." This is the harvest, the fruits of sin, and 
what every sinner must reap. But then it must 
be reaped in this Ufe ; for the Apostle assures us, 
that all who are raised from the dead are "raised 
in incorpiption." Of course, then, man cannot, in 
anoth^^fe, reap the harvest of sin, for there he 
will be beyond the power of temptation — beyond 
the shafts of sorrow, and the arrows of deaths 
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Let it be borne in mind, then,^that the harvest 
must be reaped in the field where the sefed is sown. 
It is here that man sows to the flesh, and it is here 
that he must reap corruption. We all know this 
— we see it. We find those who have strayed 
from the path of rectitude and virtue, who were 
drinking at the polluted waters of vice, and roam- 
ing amid the wilds of sin — we see them strangers 
to happines and peace, the victims of sorrow, and 
the subjects of cruel fears and tormenting reflec- 
tions. The fires of guilt have been kindled in 
their bosoms, tad ax^ burning to the lowest hell. 
Let all, then, avoid the paths of vice, the allure- 
ments of sin, and go not in the way of evil men. 
Let all who would act the paj?t of wisdom, and 
promote their own happiness, choose virtue for 
their guide, companion, and friend. The reward 
is certain — her blessings are abundant. "For," 
says the text, " He that soweth to the spirit, shall 
of the spirit jeap life everlasting." To sow to the 
spirit, is to cultivate the religious faculties — to 
refine and elevate the aflections — to chasten and 
purify the feelings — and to give strength and 
beauty to virtue. And the harvest which we shall 
reap, will- be everlasting life. This harvest is to 
be reaped, too, in the same Qeld where^ we sow 
the seed. It is here that the seed is sown, and 
h^re that inre must reap the harvest of "eveiteA- 
ing life." '"He that believeth on the Son, hath 
^ .everlasting'life " — he possesses it heflp* He v^ 
has c^ultivated an .acquaintance with the perfections 
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and character of Ood, and who is hting in obedi-* 
ence to his commands — such a one has sown the 
seeds, and is- reaping the harvest of everlasting Ufe. 
The reward of virtue is just as certain as the 
punishment of vice. If to do wrong is to be mis- 
erablCj to do right is to be happy. Look at the 
man who pursues a virtuous course 'of conduct^ — 
whose life is in accordance with the precepts of the 
gospel — and who is at peace with himself, his 
conscience, and his God. , What joy and delight 
are his ! His countenatice beams with the placid 
serenity of heaven — his breast burns with holy 
rapture — his bosom thrills with the fondest hopes 
— and his spirit feasts upon pleasures that are 
lasting and sweet. The bright sun of virtue sheds 
its radiant beams upon his pathway, and a halo of 
immortal glory encircles his brow. There is a 
beauty, a power, a divinity, in virtue. Its peace 
is like a river; its joys are like those which flow in 
the paradise of God. Its hopes are founded upon 
the Rock of ages, and will forever pour light and 
consolatiori upon a dying world. In virtue may 
be found all that is great and good — ^^all that is 
exalted in time, or glorious upon the records of 
eternity. "It is God's empire, and from his 
throne of throneis he will defend it." It is the 
companion of angels, the corner-stone of the uni- 
r^jfiie, and the greatest glory of man ! Pollute our 
earth, if you must, with the streams of vice — let 
aUkrchy, aftt misrule^ and oppression, rear their na- 
ked forms ; but let virtue remain — tet her jgowet 
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be exerted, and her influence felt, and our '^orld is 
safe ! When all the proud monumefttis which na- 
ture and axf have reared, shall crumble into dust — 
when all^ the beauties of earth shall lie faded in 
death — when the vigilant sentinels of the slpes 
shall no longer be faithful to their trust — when 
the lofty pillars of the universe shall totter and fall, 
and time shall rest upon the bosom of eternity — 
then shall virtue smile amid the ruins of a fallen 
world,, And, robed in its native beauty , shall receive 
the homage of a redeemed and happy universal 

In concluding, I entreat of you all to think of 
these things. Would you be wretched an4 miser- 
able — would you be pointed at by the finger of 
scorn — would you be a reproach to your race : — 
would you live unhonored, and die unlamented — 
leaving those who survive you to mourn only that 
you lived so long ? • If not, then shun the paths 
of vice ; they will lead you down to the abodes pf 
death. But, would you be honored, respected, 
.and happy — would you receive the love of the 
wise, and the esteem of the good — -would you 
have your character shine with unfading lustre, 
and your names embalmed in the.affeations of pos- 
terity ; if so, heed the teachings of virtue. Choose 
her for your friend. She will impart to you 

" That which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy, 
The soul's calm sunshine, and the heartfelt joy." 

May God add his blessing; and to his name 
shall be the praise forever. -— Amen. 



SERMON m * 
Exhortaiion to Zeai^ 

" It is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing." — 

Gal. iv. 18. 

The author of our text was an enthusiastic 
admirer of Christianity, and an ardent and inde- 
fatigable defender of its holy truths. He was 
possessed of a warm and persevering zeal, which 
no discouragement could cool, and which led him 
to make constant, vigorous and unceasing exertions 
for the upbuilding of the spiritual Zion of our God. 
His engagedness in the great work which was 
before him, was such, that although exposed to 
bonds, imprisonment and death, he exclaimed, — • 
" But none of these things move me, neither count 
I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gbspel of the grace of God." He looked upon the 
religion of Ghmt, as one of the richest treasures 
Heaven could bestow — he considered the doctrine 
of Ms master a " good thing " — and he was there- 
fore willing to "labor and suffer reproach," in 

* Delivered at Lamprey River, I). H., Jan: 3, 1836. 
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endeiavoring to advance it ££mong men.- He was 
" always zealo^isly affected" in the c&use to which 
all the powers and faculties of his soul were de* 
voted. • He never proved recreant fo .his duty, or 
indifferent to tl^ mbhral ^emancipation of a world, 
lying in darkness and sin. But he ..remained 
faithful even unto .deaK^^ and at the close of 
his eventful life, when aboiW to resign h& spirit 
into the hands pf his Maker, he could iQok back 
upon his labors with satisfaction, and say, in truth, . 
^^i have fouglit the good £ght, I have finished my 
course, I havek^t the faith.'* 

In his t6|ls and privations^ — in his love for the 
l^th, and zeal in its promotion, we beh(dd an ex- 
ample fof tasuily fortitude and Chr^tian heroism, 
well Worthy the imitation of every friend ^o the 
caifse in which he was engaged. He was not the 
mere dufe of-^ paxty — the tool of a fc^iion^^or 
the lover of fame and earthly aggrandizeii^nt. It 
was a .prineii)l0 far m^ore ehiiofalfng, exalted and 
divine, which called iato ^xerci^e ^1 the latent 
energies of his active mind -^ it was to promote 
th0 "best interests of hits fellow^pien. Vm this he 
labored — for this he^^mffQred — and in this divine 
daciidoyiiient he continually exhorted others to enr 
gj^gi^— assuring thfllRj^ as in my text, iksiX-^^itis 
good to b^ zeahmslff ejected atwmj^ in a good 
ikmg?^ . ^ 

Believingx my brethren, as we dp,, that we are 
engaged in the same cause with the venerable 
Apostto to the Gentiles, the text is as ^pi^icable to 
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Ui^ as to those to whoia illwap s^^^i^sed. Wt^ha^e 
only to ascertain whether the doctrine we are be-» 
lievidg is, good ^^ whether t^ eoii^ we have 
espoused is a good on% and then it is our4mperir. 
bus duty to be zealoudy affpcted always., in its 
^emotion. Need I sUofp here,. to <jonyince my 
respected auditors that the cause of umversal 
benevidence is a good cause ? Need I sp^d tifm 
to prov§ that the gospel which ^we believe is a 
good thing ? No ; this was done at its first procla- 
matioii by the angelic messenger/ who, to tjie 
wo«ideriiig shepb^r%, up(^ the\ plains of Bethle-f 
hem, declared ^^^ ^^ Peiar not ! . ior beluEvld I J)ring 
you gooA tidin^g^^ighat joy,, which shall be iwio 
an people.'^ This is the gospel — " good tidiiags 
ot groat joy " --^even the tidings of $b vorid's re^ 
d^aiption. It announces the inspiring truth, that 
^^Cipd w!^ have all nstesi to be sav#d ^a^d come 
unto thg knowledge of the truth "— that "as in 
Adam all die, ^y^nlso in Chiist tii^ll all be'i^ade 
alive "•^— that ^Mim whale creation shall be die- 
Itvered from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glOTiow liWty of the children of God; 'I that 
Jesus shall veign^ till all sin ^d misery are finish- 
ed -^ till sorrow and sighing axe no more ; till 
death la fcarever destroyed, -^apd Gddis sdl m^L 
This is thp doctrine which, the Apostte believed 
ahd labored to promote. This. is ihib doctrine 
which t96'bfiilie^ — and I ask you, isL it not a good 
thing ? I do not ask you whether it is too gobd 
to be true^^but is it not a good doctrine? a 
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doctrine honorable to Ood, and conciliatory to 
man? 

Look at the effects which it is calculated to pro- 
duce, and then tell me, if you can, thai, it is not a 
good thing. Its moral influence — how divine! 
how excellent! -Where is the sentiment besides 
this, that can be- safely carried into practice ? It 
cannot be found. You may- search from Dan to 
Beersheba, and you will not find a system of 
morality, possessing so much beauty, so much 
excellency, so much of Heaven, as that embraced 
in the doctrine we profess. I know it is said that 
this sentiment will exert the most immoral and 
pernicious tendwicy. I know we are told that it 
oi;ght not to be proclaimed — that if jt is preached 
and believed, it will open upon us the floodgates 
of crime and iniquity. But these assertions are 
made by those who know nothing of the subject, 
who are ignorant of the nature of man, and who 
have never dcank from^the pure fount of redeem- 
ing love. The sentiment we believe teaches that 
"God is love;" that he is "our Father" — that 
hfe is impartially kind to all. — thatjhe loves, and 
will eternally bless, not only his friends, but his 
enemies. It cannot, therefore, but exert a salutary 
influence upon the minds of those who sincerely 
1)elieve it. In their families they will be kind and 
impartil^ J in their interdourse with the world they 
will be honest, benevolent and charituble. Every^ 
man, so far as he is virtuous and good, so far he 
aets upon the principles of Universalism. There jJ 
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is somethipg of heaven ia\ this soBtiment. Its ixtf 
flueace is celestial — pure — heavenly — ^ fte^ ! It 
contauis a redeeming power, which is deistined to 
roll hack t]^ tide of sin and iniqmty ; dry up the 
dark and turbid pools of skepticism and infideUty, 
and the darker waters 6f paxtiali^n a^d unbelief. 
Will you, can you then say that this is not a good 
thing} 

But the hopes, which this doctrine inspires-— -• 
how transcendently glorious ! The prospect which 
it unfolds to the view of man -how inefl'ably 
grand and sublime ! A world of rational and 
purified inJ;^ligences, rendered forever free from 
sin ahd misery, and clothed upon with the undying 
beauties of a |>lessed immortality ! Who can thiok 
of this blissful truth without being filled with 
ecstacy ! Who can contemplate it without being 
lost in raptures i A glorious immortality for all 
mankind ! 

■^ * ^' 

" This is the hope, the blissful hope, 
Which Jesus* grace has given, — 
The hope when days and years are past, . 
We«^l shall meet in heaven" 

O how precious ! how invaluable does this 
hope appear^ when contrasted with the miserable 
traditions of the wisdom of this world ! Look at 
that poor, unfortunate brother, whp has <jpi|pluded 
that the graye is the end of man — that when 
death shall mark him as its mctim, he must lie 
down Uke the cattle upon the hills, sind know no 
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more forever — or him who is looking forward to 
an eternity of despair^ as the wretched doom^ of 
himself, or his friends. Do you say that ikey are 
^PPy ? Is th4 prospect before them one which 
fills them with joy? O, no; the bitterness of 
death is tljeirs ! Their spirit* shrink with con- 
vulsive horror at the revolting thought ! When 
they think of death, — and think Ihat it is to be 
followed by a beamless and despairing eternity — 
joy and peace must be strangers to their bosoms. 
O, give us then the hope of the gospel ! A hope 
full of immortality, and which never faileth; a 
hope which triumphs over the power of death, 
i^niles at the darkness of the tomb, and pours upon 
its dreary mansions a flood of celestial light and 
glory ! With this -hope, the unbeliever may scoflf 
and deride — the misbeliever may gainsay and op- 
pose — my dearest friends may forsake me — the 
storm of sorrow may lower upon me — death may 
stare me in the face — »^but I shall have a compan- 
ion which will never forsake me — which will be 
with me in sorrow's darkest hour, sustain me in 
death, and land me safe upon the blissful shores 
of the heavenly Canaan. But, deprive me of this 
sacred hope, and how wretched must be my situa- 
tion ! I must then believe that I am a poor unfortu- 
nate orphan, wandering in this wide world, having 
no Father to watch over me, no friend to protect 
me, and no home to which to repair, when I have 
arrived at the end of life's journey. Did I believe 
this, did I believe that the grave was my only 
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dweiling-place,. or that iu another Ufe I must feast 
forever upon the miseries of my fellow men, earth 
to me would be but a barren desert, and life itself 
but a curse. There would be nothing left to 
satisfy.me ! It cannot be, it is not possible, that 
the immortal mind^.caji' be satisfied witji any thing ' 
short of the glorious hope of eternal life ! Go to 
the affectionate wife, or the beloved mother, with 
wiy thing else beside the hope of the gospel, ask 
her if she can rejoice in believing that the com- 
panion of her youth or the child of her love has 
gone dawh to the tomb of oblivion, or is weltering 
in unceasing anguish, and her heaving bosom and 
tearful eye will return you the melancholy an- 
swer. Existence could be nothing to her, whose 
love' is stronger .than death, if at the grave she is- 
to part forever with 4hose who have been dear to 
her heart. Nor would heaven have any attractioni^ 
for her, if her friends are not permitted to share 
with her in its joys. But, carry her the hope of 
the gospel, goto her, with the precious promise of - 
life and immortality, and the tear of joy and smile 
of gladness shall evince her satisfaction. And 
without this hope, I repeat it, there is nothing to 
satisfy, nothing that will sustain our sinking spirits. 
A man deprived of this, may have his name in- 
scribed upon the canopy of heaven — he may be 
seated in a palace surrounded with gold — he may 
wield his kingly sceptre over nations and empires — 
he may behold tempjes and mausoleums reared to 
eternize his fame — he may possess every thin^ 
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which earth can afford — but still he is poor^ 
when compared with that man who dwells in the 
lonely cottage, blessed with the glorious hope of a 
blissful immoi^tality ! You may call me an. enthusi- 
ast, but I cannot help it. When I get upon thin 
pleasing subject, I hardly kaow where to stop. It 
is a theme aroimd which I delight to linger ! I love 
to feast by anticipation upon the pleasures ol 
heaven ! I love to drink of the crystal streams of 
eternal life ! I love to dweU upon a theme which 
calls forth the songs of angels, and th<6 anthems of 
the blessed on high ! Immortality and life eternal I 
Celestial thought ! Give me this hope, smd I can 
ask no more ! 

Is not, then, that doctrine which comforts us 
with this cheering hope, a hope which produces 
such sublime effects, and which presents us, all 
creatures whom God has made, as the happy sub- 
jects ofth^ heavenly inheritance — must not that 
doctrine, I say^ which presents us with such a hope, 
be a good thing ? O yes ! There can be nothing 
better ! It is not possible for the mind to conceive 
of any thing more honorable to God — any thing 
possessing more of heaven — any thing better for 
man than this sentiment. It is the ndoctrine of 
heaven — the laurel of a Saviour's victory — the 
plant of an impoUuted clime — it must hve and 
flourish forever. It is what angels desire, what 
good men pray for, and what its opposers acknowl- 
edge ^^ is too good to believe ! ^^ > 

1 have thus shown that the doctrine which we 
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believe is a good thing ; that the cause which we 
have espoused is a good one. Yea, that' it is one 
of the best which has ever engaged the attention 
of man. The question now is, How shall we best 
advance this cause among men? There can be 
but one answer to this, question. And that answer 
is contained in the text. We should '^ be zeaUmsly 
affect^ always^'* in its promotion. We should 
have a zeal which never abates, which never 
grows cold. We should feel continually the good 
of the cause at heart, and a deep interest in its on- 
ward march-. 

We want a zeal in this catise, which is according 
to knowledge. We want not the zeal of a Jf hu, 
who, under pretence of zeal for the Lord, gratilled 
his unhallowed ambition, in scattering '^ firebrands, 
arrows and death " far and wide ,• who delighted 
in spreading blight, ruin> and devastation upon a 
land flowing with milk and honey. We want no 
such zeal as this. It stands out in everlasting op- 
position to the spirit of that holy religion we pro- 
fess. We should cherish a pure gospel zeal, 
which should be induced by an ardent devotion to 
the cause we have espoused. And we should be 
careful to manifest our zeal in a proper way. 

1. By living lives corresponding with our pro- 
fession. This you will all acknowledge to be of 
the first importance. That we should be practical 
as well as theoretical Universalists. This is the 
first stepping-stone, the vef^ foundation of a ra- 
tional and enlightened zeaL And the sincere be- 
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Uever will always be eaxefuX to mani|^ hts^^ zeal, ^ 
by this best and most salutary of all exhibitions^ 
an updght and godly life and .cotiversatioii: The 
Saviour says, " Let your light shine before men, 
that others seeing your good vkjuks may be led to 
glorify your Father in heayeo^" Professions are 
nothing, if the reality be wanting. A man may 
profess much — he may appcte to be very zealous 
— he may pretend to love Universalism, and ex* 
patiate upon the excellency of this doctrine— he 
fnay even be able to silence its bitter oj^k^srars with 
scripture arguments; but then if ^he does ifot 
practise as Well as profess, his zeat is an injury in- 
stead of a benefit. For mstance : This doctrine 
which he so earnestly advocates expressdy comr- 
mands him to ^^ swear not ait aJl ;^ " and yet he is 
heard cursing and damning his fdlow-m^i! If 
jiis patience is tried in tbs: least, he gives vent to 
his feehngs in imprecations and oaths. Do yxm 
tell me that the zeal of such a man is a benefit 
to th^ cause? Do you say that.jbe is sincere ? 
NoJ His doctrine tS^hes him not to swear; but 
, he is profane. It teaches him to be honest ; but be 
is dishonest. For a celebrated opposer of this sen* 
tim^nt has said, that, a Universalist cannot swi 
without stealing «)aths to swear with ! It itf verii 
so. There is nothing in oiff faith that justifies 
this vile practice. Aje^d a swearing Universalist is 
a solecisn^j^if a living eontradietion of himself and 
his faith ! '-^ ' I tell you, my brethren, if we would 
have a commendable zfidl in the cause we have 



esfpousedr tnur lives must cozr^sipaHd with our pro<- 
f96siot)s. The 4spi3rit of our religi<m must breathe 
ihroiigh a^ our ax^ti^ns. We Bhould be consistent. 
The sentiment which we cherish, teaches us not 
to swear^ We shtmld^ therefore, bless, aad curse 
not. It 6(Mnmiinds us to be peaceable and ^' tern- 
perate iaa all things ; " we should not, therefore, be 
"brawlers, given toiftuch wine." In a word, we 
^uld live, afi our 4<^<iriBe teaches, soberly, right- 
eously and godly. 

We ha«l been long engaged in pulling down 
error. It is^ow high time that we manifest our 
zeal in building up the truth. It now remains for 
\m to develope the superior excellency of our faith, 
in a motal point of view. Our o^posers are expect- 
iag^his, and they are looking for it, exactly where 
they should look, to our views and conduct. Let 
us, then, be resolve^^that they shall not be disap- 
pointed. Let us so live, that they shall be com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that we are as kind, honest, 
benevolent and upright as our neighbors. Let us 
convince them by our worl^,'that the syren song 
of vice, the pestiferous breath of the drunkaid, aad< 
the voiee'iaf the profane, are not to be found among 
i^ose " urtio.love the way to Zion's hill." Let us 
do this, let us Jive continually under the influence 
of oar feith, fed our zeal will then be approved 
and blessed of Heaven, Bu^, 

% We should manifest our ^eal, by doing all 
tiiiat lays in our power for the promotion of truth. 
We should remember that the gospel must be 
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maintained — meeting-houses must be built — the 
debts of a society must be paid — ^^and "the la- 
borer is worthy of his hire." When, therefore, w^ 
are called upon to impaA of our substance for the 
support of the gospel, we should give cheerfully, 
remembering^ that " the Lord loveth the cheerful 
giver." I know not why. it is, but certain I am, 
that there is too mueh of a disposition among tibie 
friends of truthy to be parsimonious in their favors. 
Many, who are abundantly able, Vhose coflfers are 
lined with silver, do not givef so much ibr the up- 

* building of Zion, as the widow who had but two 
mites! Can they be sincere ? Can they realize 
the inestimable value of the doctrine they profess ? 
Can they have a proper regard for the honor of 
God, the well-being of man, and the happiness of 
generations y^t unborn ? Can they wish to save 
their children from the desolating effects of those 
errors, which axe now spreading blight and dismay 
over the fair creation of God ? If they did, would 
they not be more liberal in their advanceis, more 
generous in their exertions for the prosperity of 
truth ?' We think so. We tliink they would love 
and esteem the gospel above every thing else. 
We think they would look upon it as one of 
Heaven's best gifts to -man. We thiiik that they 
would view it as one of the most pitcious legacies i 
that can descend to posterity ; as one of the bright- • -^ 
est gems that ever sparkled in the coronet of Heav- 
en. 'We think, that if they rightly esteemed fliis 

, invaluable treasure, they would never cease to 
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exert themselves for its promotion. In a word, 
that they would '' be zealously affected always in 
this good thing. ^^ But, 

Z. There is another ^, way, in which we can 
manifest our zeal in the cause of truth ; and that 
Is by being punctual in our attendance Upon the 
ministrations of the wo^d; Universalists, above all 
others, should be a devotional people, should delight 
in the exercises of the sanctuary. Th&y view God 
as the boundlesi^ ocean of ligbt, love, and peaos, ; 
as their Almighty Father and unchanging firiend ,* 
as a Being -^ possessed of imrivalled. excellence, in^ 
finitely and eternally good, and whose service is 
perfect freedom. Surely, then, we cannot but de- 
light to worship him. We cannot but "enter 
into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise." * 

I envy not thatn^an his feelings, who can derive 
no pleasure from engaging in the devotions of 
God's house. I call not that man a Universalist, 
who willingly absents himself from the temple of 
worship. He who loves tji^ truth, and is " zeal- 
ously affected " in its advancement, will ctf tivate 
a spirit of pure, living devotion. He will delight 
to " worship God in the beauty of holiness." He 
loves, and welcomes with rejoicing, the return of 
the Sabbath. ' For, 

" Oft as this hallowed day may come, 
He lifts his thoughts from earthly things, 
And bears them to his heavenly home, 
On living faith's immortal wings— 
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'Till the last gleam of life decay, 
In one eternal Sabbath Day ! " . 

i 

Such a person will not be kept away from fleet- 
ing by any trivial excuse. He has some re^d 
for the feelings of his preacher. He is not tioubled 
with the clouds, or the storms, or a Sunday sick- 
ness ! When that day returns, it finds him in fiis 
place, anxiously waiting for the words of etiemal 
life. Su(A a man is a UniversalisL and is ^' zeal- 
ously affected " in the cause he has espoused. 
I have the rich satisfacffon of knowing that 

' tbere are some before, me of this character, some 
who delight to sit within the walls of salvation and 

. the gates of praise — some who love the services 
of the sanctuary — and some who have listened 
to every message of peace which I have had the 
pleasure of proclaiming in this temple of our God. 
They are the person^ %ho build up the cause of 
truthf and accelerate its onward march. They are 
the persons who strengthen the hands and en- 
courage the heart, of a preather. 

"O, happy souls that pray •^^' ' - 

Where God appoints to hear! 
O, happy men that pay 
-»- Their constant service there ! 

They praise thee still ; and happy they 
"Who Jove the way to Zion's hiU." 
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' Finally. The doctr^ which we Aelieve is <$ 
good' thing. The cause in which we have jBnl||#r v, 
ed is a good diie. It is the cause of truth, isf 'Qs0^ { 
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and of humanity ; and it has the*prayers of every 
Christian for its ultimate gjiccess. Let us, therefore, 
be " zealously affected always," in its defence. 
You. have many reasons^ as a Society, to thank 
Go<l and take courage. Your exertions^have been 
wonderfally blest of Heaven. No weapon formed 
attest you has prospered, and every tongue which 
has arisen in judgmerft against you, has been con- 
demned. The commencement of another year 
finds you united^ prosperous and happy. The 
gospel is to be preachffd to you in future on each 
returning Sabbath. And tl^ Lord is appearing in 
his glory to build up Zion;, 

liOt us, th^, one and ill, commence the New 
Year with a .renewed zeal and ardor in that cause 
which GqH deligWs ta bless. Let us be unitedly 
engaged — live more devoted to the truth — -ralll^ 
around the same standard yr- and go forward, {land 
in hand, as aband of blathers. Then shall ve be 
more abundantly blessed in the future — the work 
*^ of the Lord will prosper in- our hands — and the 
flame ol^ light and glory, which has been kindled 
upon Zion's hill, iriil continue Ho hum on) until 
this mgftfl atmosphere shall be purified, and every 
heart shall rejoice in the life-giving energies of 
celestial love ! 
My brethren and friends, I leav^ these remarks 
^bur consideration. Ponder them well. T^bbs- 
them tip.in your bfcrts; and may God eh- 
yotj^-td remtember them continually." And at 
wfl^x vears with us shall cease their revolui 
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'tionS) when the. fluctuations, and changes, and 
trials of life with us shall be over, may we be 
admitted to the splendois and joys of that world, 
where, with beloved friends and .a ransomed uni- 
verse, we shall spend an eternity, in explor- 
ing the works, admiring the providence, and cele- 
l»ating the praises of Him, to whom' be glory 
forever- -Amen. - * , 
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SERMON IV. 
Christ our Rock. 

" That Rock was Christ." — 1 Cor. x. 4. 

Whatever relates to the character of Christ — 
to his labors of love — to his interesting life, or his 
triumphant death, is looked upon with the deepest 
interest by every believer in his Gospel. The 
grand and lofty emblems — the rich types and 
shadows — and the glowing figures which the sa- 
cred writers use to set forth the Son of God, are 
well calculated to fill every heart with admiration, 
and cause even the unbeliever to acknowledge 
their grandeur and power. The Redeemer of the 
world is called Jesus, because he shall save- his 
people from their sin^.' He is called Christ, be- 
cause he was anointed by God, to redeem man- 
kind. He is called the light of the world, because 
he came to give light to them that sit in darknesa 
and the shadow of death. He is called a shep- 
herd, because he came in search of his father's 
sheep, whfch had strayed from the fold ; and he 
is said to be the good shepherd, because he will 
never give up the search tudtil' every lost sheep is 
found — until every ITanderer is brought back to 
the fold of truth — and until there Is but ^^onefold 
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nd one shepherd.^^ He if called the reeuirection 

,aiid tberlife, becattee by him rOanie th^ resurr^tetioit 

* from the 3ead, and through-^him iQaa is to receive 

the joys of* a s^iritoal and mttriiortal life; atid 

. » so on. Whenever the ipspiied penmen f^Naak of 

Christ, th«y use such a ^ure/^or language, as is 

calculated to e%fess the greatness q£ his power, 

the divinity of his character, the loftine^ of his 

purposes, ths^purity of his life, and the boundless 

love displayed in his eiifferings and death. 

Inrmy text, Oljrist is compared'^o a rock. TPhe 

Apostle is speaking of the children of Israel, in 

« their journey from Egypt to the land of CanaanP— » 

9^ Says, ^^ They did all eat the same spiritui^ 

meat, and did all. drink the same spiritual driok; 

for they drank of that spiritual roet that*:|i|&t 

with theni — that rock wasr^CJhrist." By turninai 

to the 17th chapter of Exodus, we have the cir* 

cumstances io.whioh the Apostle alludes. Moses 

and the 'children of Israel, in their journey from 

' the dominion of Pharaoh to the lan^? of promi; 

fomid themselves in a wilderness destitute 

water. The people beginniitg to murmur, 'i/i.oms 

' cried unto the Lord, saying, " What shall I^SS 

unto this people ? they be almost- ready to itone 

me. , ^nd the Lord said unto Moses, <5o on before 

the people, and take 'prith thee of the d^litps of 

IstaeL; and thy^rod where w^ thott «mwrat the 

X • f^x takp in thine hand, aiid go. Behold I will 

jj^^-*;?l«SS<l before the^ there upon the rock in^Hpreb \ 

Cfv' Wid' thou shalt ismil? tbeMTOck, andP^there** shall 
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come water out of it thi| the people may drink. » 
And Moses did so 1$. the sight; df the elders 6f 
Israel." It is ^tjife roek^/rom which Moses caused 
the water to isiRie^* that the teJt deiHares to be 
Christ — •. i. e. this rock represents Christ, I now 
proceed to point out some particulars in which this 
resemblance holds goo^. ^ 

I.; Tbat rock did not have an independent, 
existence, but was created, and kept In being by 

4 

another ; nor did it create the water which, if con- 
tained ; but was enly the channel pr agent thrcvugh 
which that water flowed to thos^ who drank of it^. 
So with Christ. He was eidphatically the Son of 
God — created by him — dependent upon him — 
and. as much indebted to his Father in heaven, for 
direction and assistance, as any other human being. 
He acknowledged thit his Father was greater 
than himself — that without him he could do 
nothing — and that to him alone he looked for 
that which would sustain him amid his trials, his 
suflferings, and his death. This being the fact, it 
cannot be, as many suppose, that Christ was God 
himselif. Nor was Re the author of those great 
truths which he communicated to the world. He 
did not create them— but, like the rock, which 
was the emblem of him, he was the ageitt by 
which those truths were made known to the chil- 
dren of men. Take, for instance, one or two of 
the most prominent truths which he tdTught. One 
was that of the supreme and boundless love of 
God to the world. Now^ he^ di^ not make this 
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•t^th. His Qpming into the world did not cause 
■' Sod's* love to exist. Il was just as pure, sirong 
and deathless, before his advent, as it was then, is 
now, or ever 'v^ill be. '^ He simply camd to reveal 
this truth to man — to acquaint him with God's 
Jnfi^ite love — to assure him that his Father in 
heaven possessed an affection for all his children^ 
which was as pure as the river of life, aftd as endur-^ 
ing as the pillars of eternity. He came to disp^ 
that darkness in which the Deity had bee^ 
shrouded — to unveit to men the glorious perfec- 
tions of his character, and make them what they 
should be, by assimilating them to God, a;nd makt 
ing'thena holy as he is holy. In a word, Christ 
came not to make God love men ; but to make 
.them love him, by revealing his great love to 
them. Thus the Apostle says, " But God comr 
mendeth his love," &c. Here you perceive it »b 
stated that Christ is the medium through which 
God commends his love to the children of men. 
Take one truth — the doctrine of life and immdlt- 
tality. This glorious and sublime truth was made 
known by, the Saviour. But then he ^ not 
, create this truth. 1% was just as true ages before 
he visiteS t),ur earth, as it has been since. The 
Apostle says that God, according to his own pur- 
pose and grace, gave us eternal life, before the 
world began; but that it is now made manifest 
by the appearing of Jesus Christ, who hath aH^Si^ 
ished death, and brought life and immortalSSj^'tp 

light." Here you see^ Ihat in acquainting imaw 

• •• t 
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with the doctrine of a future • glorious existences, 
Christ simply brought to light a truth, whith had 
long existed in llie infinite counsels of Jehovah. 
He says he came to bear witness^to' the truth ; 
and the duty of a faithful witness is not to make 
truth, but to certify to that which is already true. 
This Christ did.* By him, truths were made 
known, which satisfied man's desires for spiritual 
food, the same as the water, which flowed from 
iixe rock, quenched the thirst of the children of 
Israel. 

Again. The rock to which Christ is compared,^ 
contained that which was absolutely needed by 
the weary traveller to. the land of promise. Hei;8 
vras a vast company of human beings in a wilder- 
ness ; in compliance with the commands of God, 
they had left a country where there was bread 
and water in abundance,* and were journeying to a 
strange land ; but now they found themselves in 
a vast desert — scorched by the piercing rays of 
t\^ smi — p^ched by the burning sand — with 
no cooling waters, no refreshing streams of which 
their thirsty souls could drink and be satisfied. 
But that God i^o had placed them in this situa- 
tion, he?Lrd their cries, and sent them relief. The 
rock was opened — and from it gushed forth those 
living ,waters which were needed by the famish- 
ing throng. So with Christ; in him are those' 
treasures of wisdom and love — those imperishable 
riehes—^ those unfading hopes, which man needs 
^ which man longs foi, and which will alone 
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sirtisfy him uh his pilgrimage to the tomb* Z* The 
great Ci%ator has led marf forth into a wilderness 
of sin, sorrow and trouble? He has subjected him 
to a slate of imperfedjon and vanity-^ Thp clouds 
of darkness obscure his mental vision — Ihe tiiun* 
ders o{ adversity and afflictioQ play arowoid him.. 
If. he loplai at tjhe past, he sees tbat change dd^ay 
and death have marked the history of mau. ^ JihB 
contemplates the present, ke sees himseff fadinj^ 
iisiindre* falling, and time flying like ffee wear- 
er's shuttle. M h9 surreys tti!^ fixture, he sees 
nothing befoite him but the rolling waves ^f a 
bdtmdless eternity. And in this situation man 
needs something upoii which ta le&a -^ he nfeds , 
that food which will satisfy his longing soul, and 
that water which wij quench his thirsty spirit... 
He needs an acquaintance with his Father and his 
God; — he needs thQ hope of greater and mon^^ 
lastiijg good — • he needs the assurance of immortal 
felicity for himself and his kindred race. Now, ** 
will God leaife man with these desires unsatisfied ? 
will he leave him to famish and starve in this 

* *• 

desert ? No : he not only made us the subjects 
of sin and sorrow, feut he has giTCn us the thrill- 
ing ,hope^ of a deliverance "from the bondage of 
corruption into the' glorious liberty of the children ? 
of God." Christ is the rock.;. In him God haj|. 
opened to the famishing sons of men a fburitaiAt>f 
living waters — a source of unfailing cdlisolatibrf. 
— >,and a hope which will live mid susteiin anud . 
lile's darlcest perils. If any hunger, Chrii^t^wiU 
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feed tbem ; if any thirst, he will give them drink. 
Se is " the way, the truth, and the lifl." He 
leads us in the green fields of bliss, and by the 
still walers ^ salvation. He is the Jbread of 
heaven, the water of life, and the everlasting sal- 
yation ofea ransomed world ! 

Agaja. The took which the 4y^xt informs us 
rei«|^ent3; Christ, contained an aimndant supply of 
water. Th^re was m^^^^lack, no feilure,'no giving 
out. -. A test multitude drank of it, and* there was 
^tiH enough. - Tliere was* no r*piuiiig among the 
xatilKtiide, because the water did not flow freely, 
or a$ fast as was necessary to supply their wants. 
Tbfy all c^tinued to drink, iand the waters con- 
tinued to flow -r- imparting the same richness and 
joy that thej^ did when the took was first smitten. 
Sp it is with Christ. Of the provisions which' he 
tarings, there is a rich abundance; of the water 
which he imparts, there is a full supply. Hb has 
bread enough and to spare. Worlds, countless 
worlds may feast upon it for ceaseless ages, and 
yet there will be the saae overflowing fulness — 
the same unfailing plenty. As w^U might you , 
attempt to extiff^uish the lij^t of the noon-day 
sun, or dry up the boundless ocean, as to think 
that the riches and the glories of the gospel will 
^er be exhausted. It contains love enough to 
subibie" all hatred — grace enough to destroy all 
shi — goodness enough to put an end to all evil—' 
joy enou^ to di^l all sorrow — bread enough^ to 
feed sH the hungry — and living water sufficieivt. 
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to supply all the thirsty. Here a table of the 
xichest dagities is spread, arouad which the mil- 
lions of out race isfay be seated, a^d still there 
will be :foom. 

And do you say, Christian friends, that God has 
made this feast, and provided these rich provisions 

invairi? You admit' J;hat God had a wise and 

•f 

gracious design in ordejring Moses to smite tbe 
rock. It was, th§Lt water might come out, and that 
the people might drink* His design in this respect 
*was answered. H« has sent his Son to open a 
"^ fountain of living waters to the famishing phildren 
of men, that they may "dSnk, and remove ^at 
thirst which sin and sorrow have caused. Now, 
do you say that his design here will fail ? Do you 
say that Christ's labors for the salvation of man 
will not be as effectual as were those of Moses- in 
the wilderness ? and that the bread and water, 
which Christ has to impart, will be wasted ? We 
may, pdrhaps, obtaiii an answer to these questioq^, 
by noticipg, again — ' : 

< The rock which the text tells us is Christ, im- 
parted water of which all, who were thirsty, dranli; 
and were satisfied. The ApostlS inforn^s usr that 
" ^Acy a// drank the same- spiritual dritik." Yoh^ 
here see, at^ once, that the water which flowed/tirom 
this rock was not for a select number, a few 
special favorites. There were no outcasts from 
its blessings ^ there were none excluded from its 
healing and life-giving qualities. But all were 
made welcome, and all of that vast multitude ap- 
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pgroached the rock, drank and were satisfied. So 
it must be with Christ. Be .is the rock. Prom 
him the streams of salYation flow ; in him is the 
well-spring of gladness, and ftie fountain of mercy ! 
He is the river of life — the light of man — the 
joy of the whole earth. He came to be the Sav- 
iour of the world — to wash our race ffom that 
moial pollution, in which they were bound -^ to 
redeem them from the thraldom of sin— -to dc^he 
them in the robes of righteousneite, and to put a 
new song into' their mouths, 'even praises to the 
moirt High God. With him is the power to wip^ 
away the tears of sorrow — to bind up the woimd- 
ed heart — to soothe the drooping spirits — to plant 
flowers of immortal fragrance upon the bed of. 
death-— and to pour light and consolation upon^ 
dying world. In Christ the hopes of men are cen- 
tered. Him hath God appointed to subdue the 
rebellious — to bring back the wandering — to 
restore the lost — and to redeem a world; NoV, 
will he succeed in this mighty enterprize, or will 
he fail ? Will the issue provje that he died for 
nought, and spilt his preciaus blood in vain ? Will 
that light which was kindled upon Calvary be ex- 
tinguished, until a world is illuminated? Will 
those groans of agony which were there heard be 
unheeded ?^ Will that fervent petition which he 
offered upon the cross for his enemies be unan- 
swered ? Will his labors of love, of suflering, and 
his death of ignominy, all be a thankless offering, a 
worthless gift, an ineffectual sacrifice ? Shall Icdsi 
. 8 
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soul be forever pained with the fciexpressible tojr- 
meut0 of thos.e for whpin he bled and died ? Did 
he pour out hi^ life, that the hungry .might be fed, 
and .the thirsty have dhrink j arid yet, will they be 
left to hunger and thirst forever in.^ land of despaur ? 
No, God forbid. In Christ ,a rock has been opened, 
a founUiin of grace, aQd streams of m«:cy caused 
to flow. ' And that rock, will never be .closed — 
that fountain will never be §ealed — tho^e sd^eams 
will never be dried up until all ve benefited — all 
blessed. To doubt this is unbelief, to dpny it is 
absurd. It is plucking the wreaths of triumph 
from the Saviour's brow — taking froD> him the 
laurels of his victory — robbing God of Jiis glory. 
Toxioubt the success of Christ's mission, is doubt- 
ing the veracity of God,''the predictions of prophets, 
the power of Jesus, and blighting the benevolent 
hopes of men and angels. 

The rock which Moses smote was an^mWem of 
Christ ; and just as true as that rock imparted 
waJter to aU who were thirsty, just so certain it is 
that Christ;,will confer salvation upon all who need 
it. AU are sinners, and of course all n<ed salya* 
tion ; and this being the faat, Christ will naost 
assuredly save all. This is evident, 1st, from 
the character? of those *Who are engagt^d in this 
work. They are God and his Son. * Where, I ^k,' 
did the mission of Christ first originate ? It was 
in the councils of flfeaven's love. God first devised 
it and raisad up his Son for the purpose. And in 
doing this, he must have had some specified object 
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in view. Thai object was the salvation of all 
nfen. And Ood, " seeing as he doe^ the end from 
the beginning/' must hjive known just what was 
necessary on the pafirt of his^on, in order foriiim to 
fulfil the'purposeftoif his mission. And, knowing this, 
he must have endowed^ him w;ith sufficient power 
^nd authority to perform his work, and pfeaced be- 
yond th^ j)ossibility of a failure the final triumphs 
of Im mission. Tb, deny .this^ is charging God 
with indifleiienciS to the success of his Son, and 
converting his wisdom into* folly, his powder into 
weaknesaB, and his mercy iato cruelty. Here, th^, 
is an assaterance filled with joy. The attributes of 
Jehovalx^U stand pledged to aid in the final tri- 
umphs of the !ftedeemer. If we believe what he 
has^^said, we' must believe that God ardently de- 
sureS the 'success of Christ's nrission.' And to- say 
that Chri«t will fail to save all for whom he died,* 
is tcHsay that God will be forever unsatisfied. , 

Further. The character of Christ gives us the 
assuransce of |iis final triumph over all oppOBitiqn. 
His love is as unchanging as the throne of hep-V- 
en, and his benevolence as the empire of Jehovah. 
It may be relied upon, therefore, with certainty, 
that Christ is deeply intlerested,in the success of liis 
mission," and a3Pdently desires the salvation of all 
fta: whom ►he suffered and died. And it is said 
Ihat he ^^ shall see (tf the 4ravail of his soul and 6e 
satisfied. ^^ New, when tjiis tiaie sj^all come, that 
Christ shall lay down the sc^re of his authority, 
tod s^ diat he is $iati$jwi with the results of his 
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reign, then the glorious d^y Will have arrived that 
shall behold man free from sin, a world redeemed, 
a universe made happy. This time will come, 
this era will arrive ; to Christ it is given to do, 
and with him is " all ^wer both inheaven and on 
earth.'' ^d he will never lay down the imple- 
ments of his warfare until every rebel is subdued, 
imtil every lost sheep js found, imtil every prodigal 
has retuimed li0me, and until " ^re all rejoice — no 
wanderer lostr- — a family 4n heaven." 

Once more. There is another particular, worthy 
of notice, and ^vhich will serve to confirm the 
truth of the remarks which have been made. It 
is this. Tbe rock which the text inform t^s repre- 
sents* Christ, afforded a full supply of water, (bO 
long as there was a thirsty soul left,^ or one who 
needed its life-giving qualities. It w^as not confin- 
ed within certain restrictions,, or limited to certain 
periods; The people were not told that the rock 
would be open for them to quench their thirst for 
so long a time, and that, if they did not drink 
within that .time, they never should drink, but 
continue 4o thirst on forever ! . No j that rock re- 
mained opened^ those waters continued to flow, 
and to imparl of their refreshing properties, so long 
as there Vij^, one left to need them, or a tliirsty 
spiiit was^imd in that desert land. So it is with 
Christ. He is the Rock. In him a fountain is 
opened, which, can never be closed, so long as one 
sinner remains uneleansed, or one soul is thirsting 
for life and salvation. The grace which he reveals 
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is not partial, feeble and limited ; but broad as the 
heavens — as extensive as the race of man — «and 
as enduring as that God frbm whom it flows. 

There is an absurd' idea entertained by many 
that the blessings which Christ confers, and the 
favors which he bestows, are limited to man's 
existence upon the earth ,•* that if these Iflessings 
axe not secured here, they can never be enjoy- 
ed hereafter. But] why this opinion? Is God 
changeable — his grace limited — l|is goodness con- 
fined -^ his love partial ? Does he bless to-dayj and 
curse to-morrow ? Does he love at one time, and 
hate at another ? Is he merciful in time, and" 
cruel in eternity ? Does he provide for us so kind- 
ly now, and, in a few more days or years, forsake 
us forever ? I cannot thus belit^ve. I dare not set 
limits to my Maker's love ^-^ to circumscribe his 
goodness, and say to his boundless grace, " Thus 
far shalt tbou go, and no farther, and here shall thy 
proud waves be stayed." He knows no perfection 
bounded by the narrow precincts of time^ His 
existence runs parallel with eternity. He cannot 
change. His mercy* fails not,x but is over all his 
works ; his goodness is unconfined, his love eter-- 
nal. You cannot limit his grace. It is high as 
heaven, deep as hell, vast as the universe. It will 
live while one rebel is to be found ; it will contiittte 
to operate until the last sinner is humbled and 
made happy. It knows no. exceptiojas ; it shows 
no partiality ; it bow« to no human power ; its 
omnipotent energies caused the proud Saul oi, 

8* • * 
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Tarsus to bow in htpAble subnrfssion to 1rhfe Princir 
of Peace) aad byfhf sajtae influence it #111 bring 
every wanjlerer to- acknowledge Jts life-giving 
pow6r. " Whei?S siiv abounds, grace shall much 
more abound." ^^ Though our sin* ie as scarlet, 
they stall be juf white a^ snow, iyid though they 
be red like crimiSoii) tfcy shall be asrwool." Carry 
n^an, if y<^ will, into another T^rld an unhappy/ 
, heivg ; the grace of God will be there to prepare 
him for haj^iness^and bliss. God will be the same 
. Being theye that he is here. ^^ Neither life nor 
death can separate us from his love." Through.- 
out all worlds and tinr^s, he, is thfe* same, forever 
upholding; preserving, and blessing the creatures 
he has made. I close with the words of the 
poet, which so beautifully express t\ie sentimeUst 
set forth in these remarks. 



." Why does your face, ye humble souls, 

These mournful colors wear 1 
'What -doubts are these that waste your faith, 
» And nourish, your despair 1 

What though your mighty -jguilt beyond 
'•< The wide creation go, 
i^d hath its strong/ound£Ctions laid, 
'*■ Deep as the shades below 1 
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.See here a^ endless oceiq^flows 

' Of never-fiuliBg grace ; 
^ehold a ^ying Saviour's veiasl 
The sacred flood incroAse* .^ 
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It rbes liigh, and dipwQ^ the hills, 
Has neither shore nor bound j 

Now if we se^ch to find ou| sins, 
Our sins can ne'er be found ! 

Awake, our hearts, adore the grace 

That buries all?ttur faulty 
And pardoning blood, llHit swells above 

Our follies and our thoaghts. * 
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The Faith which worketh by Lov$4^ 

" For in Jesus ChriA neither circumcision availeth anything, 
nor uncircumcision ; but fait)i, which worketh by love." — Gal. v. 6. 

It is well known to those who are acquainted 
with the writings of the Old Testam^t, and with 
the history pf the Jews, that the religion of that « 
people imposed upon its professors ** burdens 
grievous to be borne." -Its rites and cieigsmonies 
were numerous — its modes and forms were irk- 
some and unpleasant — aS^ the routine 0f duties 
which it demanded was hard to b|^ performed. 
Under the Jewish dispensation, the exterzials of 
religion were held in high estimation. In the 
language of the Apostle, the religion of the Jews 
imposed a yoke which aeither they nor their fa- 
thers were able to bear. It was a ceremonial relig-*^ 
ion — a religion which principally consisted in 

'Ihe observance of certain rites, and oj^edience to 
certain laws, which w^re not easily understood. 
Its injunctions and ordinapces were many and" 
difiBcult to be complied with. It had more regard 
for outward forms and ceremonies, than for that 

* internal devotion and pure spirit of jfcty wjt^ch 
flows frodi a heart filled with benevolence ai^d ' 

.Jove. The inadequacy <^ this syilem was seen, ^ 
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Its powerless efforts to chasten the feelings, to ele- 
vate the affections, and to purify the heart, were 
manifest. And hence the gospel, or that kingdom 
of which Christ is the head, was introduced for 
the purpose .of effectiiig a happier state of things. 
It was designed to 4o away the old system of rites 
and ceremonies — to abolish the Jewish partiality, 
and to establish a better dispensatiim, founded upon 
better promises. And in this respect it eminently 
succeeded. The requisitions of the gospel, are 
far different from thpse of the dispensation which 
preceded it ; coming not in outward show — r- " not 
in wtird, but in power." Its work is with the 
soul — its effects are upon the mind. Its lofty 
principles, its sublimq precepts, its divine require- 
ments, its transcendent hopes, are all designed to 
operate upon, the affections and the Tieart — to 
mould the mind into the image of its Maker, and 
to assimilate man to the moral purity of his God ! 
This is the grand object of the gospel — the great 
end which Christ designs to effect by the estab- 
lishment of his kingdom on the earth. But still, 
this design did not seem at first to be well under-' 
stood — if so, it was not properly heeded. And 
perhaps the reason of this is obvious. The early 
Christians, in becoming converts to the gospel, 
brought with them many of the notions which 
they had imbibed^ while professors of a Widely 
different system of faith. The gospel was first 
preached to Jews. Its converts wore Jews. And 
such had been their attachment and devotion to the 
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forms and^^tual of Jiidaisinj that, in their conver- 
sion to the new fidth^ JSiey still adhered to those 
cumbrous rites whiclb* 4h#7 had before observed, 
and whijch the simple and. benign religion of 
Jesu,s Christ expressly forbids. 

It was to. such believers that the words of my 
text were a'ddfessed. The Apostle had been 
speaking to his Galatian brethren of the servitude 
caused by the rites of the Mosaic law, and the 
freedom from that bondage, which wfiis imparted 
by the gospel of Christ. He then says, -y " S?tand 
fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made you free, and be not ^ntangled againljy 
the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say tmto 
yoH, that if ye be 'circtimcised, Christ Tiliall profit 
you nothing. For I testify again to every man 
tftftt is cilcumcised, that lie is a debtor to do the 
whole law. Christ is become of no effect imto 
you, whosoever of you axe justified by the law: 
ye are fallen from grace. Pot we, through the 
s^rit, \\rait for the hope ^f righteousness h;jf faitli* 
ISor in Jesus Christ neither circumcision av^letk 
4inythmg^ nor uncifcu/mdsion ; Imt faith^ whi(^ 
worketh by loveJ^ 

We learn from these words what is, and what 
is not, required by the ^ gospel of the Redeemer. 
" In jfesus Christ neither eircumcisi^n nor uncir- 
cumcision avail^hgciytibing." The simple mealir, 
ing of this declaration is, that (tm writes and ccijj^* 
monies which were ^e(?imed essential fxi d!|ier rel?- 
gions, were of a% a;vafl ia eflSpcting the* gr^at de- 
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Signs of the goi5)eL It was ito i^ of ©m 
Saviour's naissioia to impoae grievous burdens up- 
on men — to demand of th^m^a strict observance 
of a certaui round of ceremonies — or to make 
thein hypocrites, by making a man's zeal in ob- 
serving the externals of religion, a criterion by 
"which to judg^of the purity of" his; heart. W; , 
His was a. loftier and holier aim. The work 
which he had to do respected .the mind. It was 
an internal operation, and something wholly dis- 
connected with outward observances. He aimed 
to arouse the ^ecti(^s, to chasten the feelings, - 
and purify the soul. The treaajires which he de- 
sired men to possess,~were clean Jiands and a pure 
heart. To^ the weary he gwre^rest ; to the soripw- 
ful, joy; to the mourner, comfort; and to the 
heavy in heart, a lighttuyden aujd an^aasy yol^. 
Christ says his gospel " came not with' observation ; 
neither shall ye say, lo f here, or lo ! there ; for be- 
hold the kingdom ^f God is within you." It came 
not in the pomp and pageantry of earthly splendor ^ 
to conquer armies and subdue kingdoms — or to 
excite the gaz«i of a iieedless multitude. It did 
not demand tithes of mint, annis and ciunmin, 
* prayers at the cornfers of the streets, and the noise 
and bustle of outward forms ; but its power was 
Upon the mind. It came in the " still small voice " 
of Omnipotence, .silently, yet effectually exerting 
its divine in%ieiice upon the h^art. It declared 
that God would have mercy and not sacrifice, and 
that the only offeripg acceptable tp him is a heart 
filled with grsatitude^and love. * ^ 
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Here is seen the superiority of the gospel dver 
every other system of religion, ever 4®vised ot be- 
lieved by man. Look at the theology of that age 
in which Christianity was introduced. What was 
it, but a mass of formularies? making clean the 
outside of the.i5up and the platter, and leaving the 
heart the seat of extortion and iniquity. You caji 
hardly find an instance, where therejs more pro- 
fession and less genuine piety thaoi existed^ among 
the Jews in the time of Christ. They prayed long 
and loud, fasted often, gave alms at the corners 
of the streets^ while at the same time the Savipur 
declared them to be hypocrites, and destitute of all 
real piety. And the reason of this is obvious. 
Their religion did not aflfect the heart ; it had more 
to do with the external forms of piety, and less 
with the purity, of the n^ind. It failed entirely to 
uproot the weeds of vice, to remove the poison 
of si% and implant in man's bosom the principles 
of goodness and truth. And so with eveii||: other 
system of a like character. The same is true of 
Paganism, in all its forjtus. The rites and duties 
which it demands of its votaries, are of a oharacter 
sujfficiefitly horrid to,.fill even the stoic with aston- 
ishment and dread. When milSons of human 
sacrifices have been. offer@i — when rivers of hu- 
man blipeod have been shecl — when the dearest 
ties of kindred and friendi^ have been sunder<Qd, and 
oceans of tears have flowed, — even then thB; Pagan's 
S^A. is not satisfied; his demands are the same. 
* ; THiroughout the heathen world you will find th^* 
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grossest immorality,' sanctioned, and crime consider^ 

ed a virtue, so long as the rites of superstition were 

scrupulously observed. And this, superstitious xe- 

'giarJ for outward forms is by no, means banished 

from the Christian world. It exists wocipng those 

Who profess a perfect regard for th^ doctrine of the 

ilext. We are 'assured that witS Christ all rites 

and ceyemomes avail nothing. The only ofiFering 

acceptable to mm is a grateful heart ; and the only 

criterion by which he tests our friendship for him, 

and our devotion to God, is by our possessing a 

* iaith which works by love and piuriftes the heart. 

Now, look aromid you, my friends, or survey the 

history of the Church, and how is it ? Have Chris- 

tiaaiB followed the example of their Master ? Have 

they been willing to extend their fellowship to all 

who have professed faith in the Redeemer^ and 

love for his service ? No ! ,far from it. Here you 

will see one sect fighting about the ordinance of 

Baptism. One says that sprinkling in infancy^ is 

-essential, and all that is^reqijired. Another says 

that immersion is the proper mode, and that none 

«rft the^igenuine disciples of Christ, but thbse who 

. are baptized in this way. And they even go so far 

as to admit none to tfeeir communion, but those 

who observe this ceremony. 

Suppojtej Christian friends, Jesus Christ was now 
upon the earth, and that he should lay down, the 
same nri^s, and preach the same doctrine, that he 
did when he first visited our world, at haw maay 
^«f the tables where his death is pelebrated^ do "^ow. 
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suppose he vouM receive a hearty welconAe ? Do 
you suppose he would think himself among peo^ 
jriic professing to be his disciples? Do you think 
his generous soul, his undying benevolence would 
approve of that sectarian selfishness — tha^ exclu- 
sive bigotry, and that partial love which so nrany 
Christians manifest ? No ; his soul would bleed 
within him, and he would mourn over these 
plague-spots in his moral vineyard. You do not 
see Christians extending the hand of fellowship, 
and giving the hearty welcome to all who believe 
in Christ as the Savio\ir of the world, and whose * 
faith yields the fruits of good living. They cannot 
imitate their Master so much as to do this. To 
become members of their churches you must sub- 
scribe a long creed — give your assent to certain 
dogmas, which nobody ever did or ever'can prove 
or understand— yind to be in their estimation re- 
ligious, yoU' must wear a sanctimonious counte- 
nance — pray long and loud — and carefully ob- 
serve a certain rou^d of ceremonies, which will 
neither benefit men, advance religion, nor honor 
the Saviour. How different this from ttee mild", 
the peac^ble, the soothing voice of Christianity ! 
How different is the benevolent gospel of the Re- 
deemer ! Here all these things avail nothing. 
Here you find nothing baptized in the holy name 
(riT religion, which does not tend to raise man in the 
scale of creation, and clothe him in the mbral like- 
ness of his Creator. Here a system is presented, 
which, for superiority of influence, for divinity of 



principle, a|id ♦ for purity of precept, wiU forevpt 
stand unrivalled in the annals of the world. Tins 
leads me to notice what the te^^t assures u$, the 
gospel requires. ^ 

"In Jesus Christ neither circumcision nor uh- 
circumcision availeth any thing ; but faithy which 
worketh*by love.^^ Here is the grand requirement 
of the gospel, the great criterion by which Christ 
tests the sincerity of Jhiis, followers. A faith, 
which worketh by love. It would seem from this^ 
that there i4 a faith which does not work by love, 
or which, perhaps, does not work at alL A faith 
like either of these is npt worth fpossessing* It 
must be a living faith, a faith which works, aayd 
which work^ by love ; this alone will avail with 
the Redeemer. Here you perceive at once the 
goodness and purity of the gospel faith* Its be- 
nevolence is manifest from the feet that it works 
by, or in accordance with love. It produces no 
fruit opposed to that divine principle which is the 
nature of God« It exerts the most benign and 
healthful influence upon the minds of men, It 
enables^Jhem to be resigned in afliiction, happy in 
life, and triumphant in deatix. It contak(» nothing 
opposed to the happiness of .ihan ; nothing repug- 
nant . to the kind feelings of the human heart ; 
nothing inconsistent witfe th6 unbounded benevo- 
lence of Jehovah. This .will be fully evident, if 
we consider what is embraced in the faith of the 
gospel. 
1 The first truth recpgniased by the gospel faith| k 
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that of the existence of God, and of the perfections 
his character. We learn from the Apostle^ that 
the early Christians embraced this- great tru^h, as 
the fundamental principle of their faith. One God, 
"who is the Father of all, above all, through 
all, and in all." They believed in an independent, 
omnipotent and self-existent Being, who was the 
original and primary cause of all things; with 
whom all worlds and beings originated, aiid by 
whom all crieated intelligences are upheld and pre- .' 
served. Him they looked upon as that almighty" 
Being who pervades immensity, whose presence 
M3 the universe, who guides the. planets in their 
inajestic courses, and whose outstretched arm up- 
holds the cou|itles$ niilliops that fill the vast ex- 
panse of the universe. His power is omnipotent, 
his wisdom is infinite, his goodness is boundless, 
and his love is unchanging and eternal. In this 
Being the Apostle beheld the Father of all created 
intelligence^. " Our Father, which art in heaven," 
is the language of revelation, and ^^ our Father " is 
the silent but emphatic language of nature.. From 
all created things there arises a voice that tells of 
infinite wisdom, power and love. And another 
voice within the mind, the " still snjall voice .^' of 
reason, whispers that as God is now, so will he be 
through eternity; as he is here, so will he be 
wherever his creative power is manifested ; and that 
love will never cease its operations until sin and 
sorrow itodl become extinct. - This is, indeed, a 
sweet and ennobling thought. Of all systems of 
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fidth, this alone can take from death its sting, and 
from the grave its victory. This alone, when the 
withering blast of sorrow has passed over the 
6an^A/y bloom and beauty of existence, can lead 
the afflicted one through the green pastures, and 
beside the still waters of salvation. 

It is this faith, a faith in God, as our Father and 
unfailing friend, that works by love and purifies * 
the heart. By teaching his boundless favor, by 
setting, forth that deathless affection which thrills in 
his bosom,4t leads us to " love him, because he first 
loved us." The cheering views of Deity which 
are embraced in the faith of the gospel, are calou- 
lated to inspire us with the most unshaken eon- 
fidence in his protection. It assures us that he 
is the boundless ocean of light, love, and peace ; 
that he is an Almighty Father — an immutable aijd 
immortal friend -^ that he can never leave nor for- 
sake us; but will enable our, little bark to outride 
every storm, guide it safely over life's tempestuous 
sea, and pilot it to the haven of endless rest. 

Again: Another great truth, embraced in the 
faith of the gospel, was that of the character and 
mission of Christ. It hails him as the beloved " 
Son of God ; as the brightness of the Father's 
glory, and the express image of his moral perfec- 
tions ; as a perfect example for. us to follow, and 
the richest gift of Jehovah's love. It sets forth 
Christ as the Redeenier of men, and the Saviour of 
the world ; a complete and universal Saviour, who 
tasted death for every man — who gave himself a 
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ransom for all men — and who will finally,'by that 
power given to him from on high, bring back a 
world of lapsed intelligencies to rest forever in 
the fond e9ibrace of everlasting Jove. He cam^ to 
hush the sigh of despair — to dry 4ip the mourners^ 
tears — to dispel the clotids of sorrow — to call 
back the wandering spirit — to banish all evil from 
the universe, and to raise every child of mortality 
to the purity and bliss of heaven. And this he 
will do — not by saving men in their sins, but by 
redeeming them from the palsying influ«ice of "* 
sin — -clothing them in the robes of righteousness, 
atjji putting a new song into their mouths, even 
pra^ges to the most high God.. 

Such are the ennobling views of the Redeemer 
embraced in the faith of the gospel. And in this 
respect it works by love and purifies; It sets Christ 
before us in the most andiable and endearing light. 
With the faith of the gospel, we should behold 
in the Redeemer, the perfection . of moral excel- 
lence, and the brightest example which God has 
ever given us to follow. We should hail him as 
the universal and efficien^ Saviour of men. We 
shQuld adore him as the victorious conqueror of sin, 
death, and hell. We should believe that his blood 
will wash away eyery stain, that his grace will 
cause every rebel ^ to bow^ — that his love will 
humble and subdue every heart — and that his 
power will continue Jt^ be exerted until the last 
■vranderer-aball be brought home — until the bright 
courts of heaven shall resound with the praises^pf .t 
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aransoDQed world, and the countless millions of 
pur race are , the partakers of fadeless hedtitude 
amid the paradise of God. Now, will not a faith 
which cherishes such views of the Redeemer as 
these, work by l^e? Will it Hot exert a purify- 
ing influence upon the heart ? Will it not lead us 
to love him and keep his commandments ? 

Again: Another prominent feature in the fruit 
of the gospel, is 'that /of the resurrection of all 
men from the dead. It is this feature of the 
Christian faith that renders it peculiarly g]:and and 
glorious. To the thrilling question. If a man die 
shall he live again ? it returns a full and decisive 
answer. It assures us that the gat^s of the gx^ve 
shall be unbcmred ; that the icy fetters of death 
shall be sundered ; that the dreamless slumbers of 
the tomb shall be broken, and that man shall rise 
from his native dust, to a purer and holier exist- 
ence. There was no point in the Apostle's faith 
for which he contended with more earnestness, or 
which gave him more joy, than that which he 
expresses in these words : " We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed ; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be Taised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed." This was the glori- 
ous-— the sublime — the joy-inspiring faith of the 
Apostle. It encircled a world of wanderijng prodi- 
gals in its warm embrace, and presented it faultless 
at the throne of God. It etiables every child of 
Adam, who has been made subject to Vanity, la 
rejoice in the assurance of a fin^ deliverance j6rom 
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the bondage of corruption, into the glorious lib^ty 
of the children of God. It removes th^ fear of 
man's final departure from the scenes of time — it 
destroys the sting of death, and chants the song of 
immortal victory over the darkness of the grave. 
It gives wings to the captive spirit — and bids it 
roam amid the green fields of unfading bliss. It 
gives us the express assurance^ that all who have 
become mortal in Adam, and who have recUned 
upon the pillow of death, shall arise from the 

' tomb in the moral image of Christ, and feast 
forever upon the riches of his love, amid the 
cloudless splendors of immortal day. 

Such, then, are the great truths embraced in the 
faith of the gospel ; that there is one God who is 
the father of all — possessed of all possible perfec- 
tion •— infinite in wisdom, onuiipotent in power, 
and changeless in love ; that he sent his Son to 
vanquish sin — destroy the devil, and redeem a 
worid ,' and that all shall be raised from the dead 
to an existence in immortal purity and bliss. 
These great truths we must believe, to possess the 
faith of the gospel. Brethren, is this faith ours. 
If so, do we know it ? Does it make us better ? 
Does it benefit society ? Are its fruits pure and 
holy ? There is a rule by which we can decide 
correctly in reference to this matter. If we have 
the right faith, the faith of the g€^jpel,it will work 
in/ lave* It will be jsl Uvingj aiding j operative 
principle. It will not be a profitless, indifferent, 

* and barren one ; but a .plant which yields an 
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abuadance of fruit, whose life-giving qualities, 
shall be -ifor /'the healing of the nations." Y6u 
will observe the expression in the text. It informs 
us that a trtie and living faith works by lave. It is 
not idle or inactive-^ but vigilant, faithful j and con- 
tinually in operation — exerting its sanctifying inr 
fluence upon the affections, and warxning the heart. 
A inan who jcherishes the faith of the gospel, who 
has seen its beauties, inhaled its- spirit, and felt its 
power, will work — he must work. It will make 
him ardeiit arid^ energetic. It will inspire him 
with a ^eal which will never abate, and an ardor 
of devotion to the truth, which no discouragements 
can cpol. Jle will feel the worth of his faith — 
the joys it imparts — the blessings it confers — the 
hopes it inspires — the glorious prospects which it 
unfolds ; and he wjll feel continually the impor- 
tance of striving for its promotion. He will real- 
ize the reponsibilities that rest upon him ; and in 
every moral ^nterprize which will tend to advance 
the gospel of the Redeemer, his whole soul will 
be enlisted. He is found the warm dnd devoted 
friend of Sabbath Schools; because these he 
believes are ejninently calculated to train up his 
children in the way they shoiald go, and fonn 
them for virtue and for God. You will see him 
in the worshipping assembly, at the table of his 
Master, and in all places where hi» presence and 
aid are needed for the upbuilding of Zion. And 
what is more, the main-spring of all his actions, 
the great motive by which he is governed, is the 
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good of society and the wo^d. His faith works* 
by love. That is the word — Love! a little, but 
expressive word. It contains a world of meaning. 
It is greater than faith or hope. It is the essence 
of religion ; the nature of God ; the theme of an- 
gels ; and the power which is destined to move the 
world! jLore is the sister of the Christian faith. 
The tree is known by its fruits ; and the true 
gospel is known by its effects. It always works 
by love. You can easily test the purity of a man's 
faith, by the depth of his love — the strength of 
his affection, and his living piety. If you see 
one making high professions, and yet destitute of 
love for his fellows — slandering his neighbors, 
and persecuting those who differ from him in sen- 
timent — depend upon it his faith is false, and his 
religion vain ! 

A faith without love is like a body without a 
soul — • it is dead. You might as well look for 
animation in the breathless corpse, as for life and 
prosperity among aJbody of Christians, where love 
is net the ruling principle. Let us, then, ever re- 
iwfem^^er thk — and so conduct, that we shall prove 
ourselves in possession of a faith which works by 
love, and purifies the heart. — Amen. . 
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Plight of Time. 
" We spend our years as a tale that is told." — Ps. xc. 9. 

This Psalm contains a prayer of Moses to the 
great Sovereign of the Universe. He commences 
by an acknowledgment of God's goodness. and im- 
mutability — and then proceeds to say — "Thou 
turnest man to destruction j and sayest, Return ye 
children of men. For a thousand years in thy 
sight, are but as yesterday when it is past, and as 
a watch in the night. Thou carriest them away^ 
as with a flood ; they are as a sleep ; in the tnorn- 
ing they are like grass which grpweth up. In the 
morning it flourisheth and groweth up; in the 
evening it is cut down and withereth. We spend 
our years as a tale that is told,^^ I have Selected 
these words for my> text at this time, because I 
believe them appropriate to the present pccasidn ; 
and because I think they will biggest some in- 
teresting and profitable topics for our considera- 
tion. jAnother year has just past,, like - a tale 
that^ is fold. Its requiem has just been chanted. 
There^ isr* no .power which can restore it to We 

*^Preaehed at Lan^ey River, New Year's Sabbath, 1836. 
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" — no. voice which can recall its scenes.- Wrapt 
. in silence, it Kes buried in the grave of past 
* eternity. The present is a joyous season, bring- 
ing with it a pleasing melancholy. The Ju- 
tune^ who can know ? Death may soon shacfew, 
with his ebon wings^ the light that now beams 
from the glg^d eye; his dry cold. hands may ex- 
tinguish the lamp of life ; and the heart which 
now ''beats with rapture may soon be hushed in 
silence ! What a train of interesting reflections 
does this solemn hour bring with it ? What feel- 
ings and recollections rush in upon our minds, as 
we survey the past, and contemplate the future ? 
We* have been permitted to-hail the dawn of a new 
period iii the history of time. The morning of a 
new yiear has dawned upon usj and we are still 
numbered among the moving throng that dwell 
/.upon this footstool of the EtdrnaJ, aftd still feasting 
v 2^pon the bounties of him whose watchful eye 
never slumbers nor sleep*:; Let us pause and re- 
flect* What changes mark the history of the past ! 
Time l^ke a swift-winged arrow, in its trackless 
course, has brought us to what we now are. But 
a few days since, and we were infants — children 
— youth. Then we loved to linger around the 
paternal home, and indulge the pleasing hopes of 
childhood, hopes, which, alas ! have never been 
realized ; and which, like the clustering dew-drops, 
that salute the rising majesty of day, have perish- 
ed in the ardor of that love which gave them their 
ipajckling ^brilliancy ! It is true. 
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*' This world is all a fleeting showj 

For man's illusion given j 

The smiles ofjoy, the tears of woe, ^ 

Deceitful shine, deceitful flow : 

There's nothing true but heaven ! " 

Who does not love, at such a season as this, to 
look back and reflect upon the pleashig scenes and 
sunny days of childhood, when all was life, light 
and joy — when the bright star of hope lit lip our 
pathway — and our glowing imaginations pointed 
out to tis in the distant prospect of mature years, 
golden hour§ of bliss^ which were already ours by 
anticipation ? " Then no anxious care distxurbed our 
peaceful bosoms — * no rays of sorrow flitted across 
those halcyon moments — no stain of sin was 
there ; but we could revel in innocent enjoyment, 
and quaff* the nectar of pleasure and delight borne 
to us on evety gale. These scenes are gone, and 
gone forever! Time has rolled on its rapid course. 
Year after year has obeyed the signal, and sunk 
into the fathomless ocestn of eternity. The same 
sun has shone above us — the same bright and 
burning orbs have wheeled their appointed circuits 
— the same moon has walked in brightness through 
the firmament, and cheered the shades of night. 
The heavens still ^^ declare the glory of God," and 
we still live, surrounded* by the evicjenees of^ Jeho-» 
vah's loVe, and upheld and preserved by that Being 
who is " good xmto all, and whose tender mercies 
are over all his works." 

I have said that we still exist, amid the bealrtm 
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and blessings of creAfion 3 we are still permitted 
" to drink the pleasures of a golden day, and tri- 
umph in existence.'^ We are yet enabled to hail, 
with rejoicing, the return of a New Year'l birth : 
but where are some of those who were with us 
when " life's opening buds were sweet "— who sus- 
tained us in our tender moments — "ere sin could 
bligl\^, or sorrow fade." Where now is the mother^ 
who kept her constant vigils around our pillow ; in 
whose arms we dreamed of golden stores of happi- 
ness, laid up for future life ; and who loved us 
even unto death 1 Wh^re now is the father, who 
cherished and protected us ; whose arms were ever 
ready to embrace us, and who pointed us to the 
path of rectitude and virtue ? Where are some of 
those who started with us in the career of exist- 
ence, the gayest of the gay, and the happiest of 
the happy ? Go to yonder grave-yard, and a voice- 
less answer will be returned ; they slumber with 
the silent dead.^ They are gone — their work on 
earth is over — and their voices are forever hushed 
, in the silence of death. But, there are some, whom 
•we were permitted to greet at the commencement 
of the year which has just drawn to a close, whose 
faces we do not now behold ; and where are they ? 
I look around me, and, mingling with the circle of 
my acquaintance, I behold those I love and esteem, 
clothed in the habiliments of mourning. I finfl 
that one here, g,nd another there, have gone — but 
where? Where is he whjo. commenced with us 
the last year^ with prospects as fair for a happy 
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life, as did any of us? he who was hound to us 
by ten thousand tiq» — Whom we loyed: to greet 
as a friend and brother — with whom we had taken 
sweet Counsel, and walked to the house of God in 
* company ? Alas ! his seat is vacant. 

' " His labors and his toils are o*er, 

And he has reached the heavenly shore, 
Where floods of light eternal roll, 
And barst upon his famished soul." 

Many of our dearest friends, who hailed with re^ 
joking the dawn of the year, have not lived to see 
its close. They have departed, and the murmuring • 
breeze of heaven now sighs o'er the moss-covered 

X hillock, beneath which they repose in silence. A 
few still remain, to reniind us that we too must 
die ; and that time is still beckoning us onward to 
our final home. When a few more changes sliall 
have marked us, we shall be welcomed amid the 
waves of death. Nothing can save us from the 
hand of the destroying angel. His empire is uni- 
versal. He, wields his sceptre over all climes ; and 
nations and nobles, princes and monarci|s,'*bow'to 
the dust. Statesmen, whose fame has been waftifd 
to the four quarters of the wide world ,• orators, that 
have united the language of earth and heaven ; - 

' conquerors, decked with proud laurels plucked from 
the fields of war ; and tyrants, whose " tender mer- 
cies were cruelties," are at rest. Their lips arer ' 
cold; their tongues are motionless ; their laurels 
are withered; their Iff ms are nerveless in the do- 
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mains of death. G^eration after generation have 
appeared for a little time, and then ceased forever 
from the changeful drama of human life. How 
true it is that ^^ we spend our years as a idle thai 
is toW^ Our lives are " even as a vapor, that * 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away." 

' I have said that this is a proper season for prof- 
itaible^ reflections, when we ate called to review 
the past, and contemplate the future. It is so. 
And our reflections at such a time, the retrospec- 
tive view which we are called to take of by-gone 

. days, cannot but excite in us the purest emotions 
of gratitude to that Being, who is the author and 
giver of all things. If we call to mind the innu- 
merable tokens of God's goodness towards us, and 
his preserving care over us^ we shall be led- to ex- • 
claim, with the Psalmist, " What diall I render 

^ unto the Lord for all his benefits toward nie ? I 
"will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lord. I will ofier unto him the sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving. I will pay my vows unto 
the Lord now in the presence of all his people." 
He kne# that God had dealt bpuntifuUy with him 
— that he alone had "delivered his soul from 
death, his eyes from tears, and his feet from fall- 
ing " — and a recollection of this fact, kindled in 
his btfsom the purest emotions of gratitude, a^ ^ 
prompted him to offer a tribute of thanksgiving 15 
the Lord In the presence of all the people. So we 
who are here assembled this morning, and who ^ 
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have been permitted to gteet the birth of a New 
Year, can say with mucjx propriety, that "the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully " with tis. And we 
have «very reason to enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise. If 
we look back upon the year which is past, we shsdl 
find abundant reasons for feeling grateful to that 
Being, by whose kindness and mercy we have been 
upheld and preserved. The brittle thread ^f our 
existence has been lengthened out to the present ^ 
moment. We are yet in the land of the living. 
Others J and among them the brightest and best^^ 
of the sons of earth — including our nearest and 
dearest friends, have found the Qnd of life's jour- 
ney. The ties of earthly nature Ivith them have 
been forever sundered — -their presence no longer 
cheers the social fireside- — their voices are no 
longer heard in the domestic circle. The destroyer 
has breathed upon thenf^ and they are at peace. 
They have spent their years as a tale that is told# 
But we have been spared as the monuments of un- 
changing goodness. Health and happiness have 
smiled around us. Peace and prosperity Have at- 
tended our journey. We have had friends to 
cheer us, and in whose happy society the year has 
passed swiftly away, like the tale ^hat is told. In 
all the circumstances in which we have been 
placed ; in all the scenes through which we have 
been called to pass, the same watchful providence 
has still been over us. In the stormy hoyr df rSELw 
tion, when the chastening* hand of ov Father in 
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heaiTea has been laid heavily upon us ; when the 
tide of sorrow has set haurd against us ; then have 
we been comforted and supported by the cheering 
hopes of the gospel, and the precious promises of 
redeeming grace; We have found, that though 
sorrow endureth for anight, yet joy cometh i^ the 
morning. And we axe still existing, surrounded 
with the same blessings which we have hitherto 
enjoyed. Shall we not, then, feel the liveliest 
emotions of gratitude glowing in our bosoms to 
that Being, who has watched over and protected 
us ; and who has crowned the year with his good- 
ness? Will not the incense of ^ thanksgiving 
ascend from the altar of our hearts, to Him who 
has saved us from the many evils and dangers 
with which we "have been surrounded, and who 
holds in his hands our future destinies, for time 
and for eternity ? What evidences has he given 
us of his love ! What tokens has he presented us 
of his goodness! What manifestations has he 
afforded us of his parental care and affection ! He 
has preserved us from the pestilepce that Kalketh 
in darkness, and wasteth at noon-day. He has 
saved our dwellings from the devouring flames, 
and our lives from the grave. He has enabled us 
to sit under our own vine and fig-trfee, unmolested. 
He has caused our lives to fall in pleasant places, 
and. has given us, indeed, a goodly heritage. Let- 
us, then, be thankful unto him and bless his nam^ ; 
"for he is good, his mercy is everlasting, and his^ 
truth endureth to all generations." 
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But, again* Our reflections, at silefa a season as 
the present, should lead us to form new and holy 
resolutions. We have lived tp.see the close of 
another year ; and have we dbne our duty while it ' 
has been passing ? Have we spent it in a manner 
ivorthy the powers and faculties which God has 
conferred upon us? Have we been faithful in the 
discharge of our duties to God, and to each other ? 
Have Ve done as much as we ought to promote gur 
own intellectual advancement, and the well-being 
of those with whom we have been connected in 
life ? Has our zeal in the cause we have espoused 
been conmiensurate with its goodness, and its su- 
periority over every other? If we can answer 
these questions in the affirmative, we are then that 
happy people whose God is the Lord. But, if we 
cannot, if we have to regret that we have not been 
faithful to the past, now is the time for us to form 
th? resolution that the future shall not be spent in 
vain. Let us, then, resolve that we will endeavor 
to spend this year in such a manner, that when it 
is past, we can look back upon it with satisfaction. 
Time is a precious legacy, in which we are to cul- 
tivate that immortal principle, which is destined to 
progress in knowledge and virtue through the 
boundless ages of eternity. It is gi^sen to us not 
to squander away, not to spend in vain and fool- 
ish amusements ; but that we may improve our 
minds — jHTomote our happiness — and the happi- 
ness and well-being of others, and thus prepare 
ourselves for that higher arid holier state of exist- 
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ence, to which we are all fa$t hastening. Lifers 
journey is short. Time is ever on its wing. " We 
spend our years as,a tale that is told." Whatever 
our hands find to do, we should do with all our 
might. The present is ours^ the future is with 
God. Now, then, is the time for us to form the 
determination, that the remainder of cftir existence 
shall be ^nt in the faithful performance of those 
duties. for which we were created. " That life is 
l(fag which answers life's great end." If we re- 
member this — ^if we keep this truth in mind, we 
shall endeavor so to live, that in the hour of death 
we can look back upon well-spent lives, and be- 
queath to our surviving friends the precious me- 
mento of a good name. % 

It is of special importance that those who axe in 
the morning of existence should be awmke to this 
subject ; that the cojpmen^ement of every yjear 
should beget in them new and holier reaojiutions, 
and its close find them wiser, better, and happier. 
There is no period so proper for the formation of 
virtuous characters, as when life's young current 
flows freely in our veins. . ^ 

" It saves us from a thoasand snares, 

To mind religion young ; 
With joy it crc?Wns succeeding years, 

And renders virtue stroBg." 



a. 



* 



The reUgious youth is happy in life. He is pr^r 
pared for all its toils and troubles, and for deith 
whenever it may come. And there is none too 
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yauri^ to die. Nothing of which youtb can boast, 
will save us from the hand of the destroyer. Mimy, 
in the morning, of life, who Vere with us in the 
beginning of the last year, are now no more/ 
Some, whom I then loved to greet, have bid fere- 
well to earthy "Their voices are hushed in silence 
— their blooming visage is exchanged for the pale- 
ness of death — their tenement is the tonJb. Thus, 
when this 'day shall again return, it may be ^ith 
some of us. Ere then, our summons may arrive. 
Those of you whose countenances are now beam- 
ing with the smile of cheerfulness, and the bright 
glow of youthful beauty, and who love to join with 
the giddy throng, may soon be the pes^ceful ten- 
ants of the tomb. The dawn of the' year- we have 
lived to see ; but its close is involved in inscrutable 
mystery! Then he, whose voice is now heard 
within these walls, and some of you who are now 
listening to his feeble remarks, may be reposing in 
the silence of death. Let us, then, be resolved that 
we will improve in a proper manner the few days 
we are to spend upon earth. Let us heed the 
warning command of our Father in heaven, say- 
ing, " My son, give me thy heart." Let us take 
religion as our guiding-star, and our pathway will 
be that of the just, whiclr " shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day." I would not have 
you be superstitious. I would not have you be 
•gloomy and unhappy. But I woidd have you 
choose for your companion, through this year, 
and through life, that religion which will alone 
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niake you what you ought to be. In a word, I j 
would have you ' * 

•^ " So live, that when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan, that moves 
To the pale realms of shade, where each shaft take 
His chamber in the silent halls of deojth ; « 
T|ien go not, like the quarry slave at night. 
Scourged to his dungeon ; but, sustained and^ooth'd, 
By an' unfaltering trust, approach thy grave. 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch • *' 

Around him, and UeS down to pleasant dreams." 

Once more. At such arseason as this, when we 
are called td rijfleitt upon the shortness of life, and 
remember thstt ouryears are spent as the tale that 
iis taid — ^when we thiok" that upon every thing *^ 
around us is written, Passing away -^ when we 
realize, that our friends have bidden to evexla^ing 
faxewrtl to the scenes of time, and that we t<>€^ 
naJst die, we are then led to query with' omselves, 
Is this our only home — is earth man's only abid- 
ing place — when a few more days or yg«rs shall 
have past, must we lie down, and knotv no more 
forever ? Or, if there be a (Sod, is he ever good ; 
and a future existence, is thai; a happy one ? If I . ; 
am destined to live again, must it be with my ' 
friends, my relatives, and the world of manki^ ii^ 
endless suflFering or in endliss joy ? Will He wf|i£ji 
brought into existence his children^ conferred 
them . all the powers and faculties which -'i 
possess —V will he iq^t upon them, fq| the si 
a life that is spent eveA a^ a tale that 'is toUf, 
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eternity of misery? Will he do this tp any of his 
children, and that too for the sins of this short Ufe ? 
Can a being who will thus act be my fat^^er ? Can 
he be good, be merciful^ or just ? If he does thisj Ban 
I thank him for my existence ? can t feel grateful 
to him for pjaofgg me here upon the earth ? Such 
questions as these will rush in upon our iminds. 
We cannot resist them. And, blessed be God, 
^reason, revelation, and commoii sense returns them 
an unqualified answer in the negative. The more 
we query with ourselves in this mtaner, the more 
transcendently glorious will the hope of the gos-- 
pel appear ; a hope which assures us that though 
our friends may leave us ; though blight and change 
'^ may mock us, and time loll away, yet thart a fairer, 
a brighter, »n unclouded existence awaits us and 
all mankind, in realms beyond the skies. . There 
fclife shall never be interrupted by death —friends 
shall never part — sorrow shall never .come ; %ut 
a ransomed world shall rest beneath the smiles 
of everlasting love, and feast forever upon those 
pleasures which axe ever new, but never-ending. 
How precious is this hope, while meditating 
upon the uncertainty of life! Years may pass 
away — our friends may die, one after another, 
and, man may go down to the grave — yet, thank 
-^^eaven, the gospel assures us that this is not our 
fillfB^ home. We shall live again! The frailties 
Interchanges of earth shall be exctenged &r the 
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" Hope looks beyond the bounds of time, 

Wben what we now deplore * 
Shall rise in ft^ll immortal prime, 
k I And bloom to fade no mor^." * 

Bu^ lastly^ Those of us, my brethren, who are 
believers in the heavenly doctrine of universal 
salvatiiMi, have abundant reasons for thanksgiving 
and praise, in view of the prosperity which has at- 
tended the holy cause we have espoused. If we 
. look back upon the year which is past, we shall 
find that its march has been onward. We think 
there has. never been, in bur history aJ^a, denomina- 
tion, a more a.uspicio.i^ year than the one which 
has just drawn to a close.* More societies have 
been formed— more .meeting-houses erected — . 
more churches . reeognized,*^ and more preachers 
add^ to the ranks of the faithful^ than in any 
former period. The glorioii* Jubilee of our Coi^ 
vention has been celebrated. Jtnd . let the woxk 
go on for the future, as it has during the past ; 
and when another Jubilee shall arrive, th^ doctrine 
of endless suflfering will be buried in oblivion with 
tipfie — ' thB reign of bigotry and error will be over 
— the banner of ImmanuePs love will float upon 
every breeze of heaven;, and while upon its 
streaming folds shall be seen the inscription, 
Universal Salvation — from every house and.from 
every hejUrt, the joyful response shall ascend, 
^^ Glory to Ood in the highest! " Letz^s, then, my 
brethren, /rom a retrospective view of the past, 
" thank God, and take courage." Your fecertions 

*1835, 
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&B a Society, l^ve been wonderfully blest of heav- 
en. No weapon formed against you has prosper- 
ed, and every tongue which has risen in judgment 
against you has been condemned. You have 
every reason to rejoice an^ be thankful. ' The 
commencement of another year finds you united, 
prosperous and h^ppy. The gospel is to be preach- 
ed to you, in futute, on each returning Sabbath ; 
and the Lord is appearing in his glory to build up 
Zion. Go on, then, my brethren, one and all, and 
God will bless you! Commence the new year 
with a renewed deternxination that you will be 
more engsiged in future ! Never relax your efforts 

— ^nQver ceeise your exertions --but l^t the fire of^ 

« 

zeal and love for the .truth; blaze upon the aUix 
of your hearts continually. Act, and talkj and 
pray, and live as Universalists ; and the flam^ of 
light and glory, wliich h%s burst forth upon Zion's 
hill, will continue to burn on, until this* moral at- 
m^phere shall be purified, and every heart shall 
rejoice in ^e life-giving energies of celestial love. 
Why, the more I think of this heavenly cause, the 
more I talk and preach about it, the better it ap- 
pears. 1 never have had occasion to regret that h 
engaged in this glorious work ; but 1 bless God that 
he has put it into my heart, in the morning of my 
existence, to inake known to my fellow-pfien the 
"tl&searchable riches of Christ. I am resolved that, 
With his help, I will be more zealous in future 
than I hsfe e\eT yet been. God grant that I may 
ever be able to dischsgrge faithfully the duties 
11^ 
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devolving upon me ; and that we may all so live, 
that we can exclaim, with the poet, 

" We will not i^oum 
Life's shrouded memories. We can still drink in 
The unshadowed beaaties of the universe; 
Gaze with a swelling soul upon the blue 
Magnificence above — and hear the hymn 
Of heaven in every starlight ray — and fill 
Glen, vale, and wood, and mountain, with the bright 
And glorious visions, poured from the deep home 
Of an immortal mind. Past yjear, farewell ! " 

Amen. 
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The Believer^s Advantage. 

"What advantage then hath the JeW? or what profit is there of 
circumcision 1 Much every way ; chiefly because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of Grod."— Rom. iii. 1, 2. 

In order to understand the object of the Apostle 
in introducing the words of our text, it is necessary 
that we refer for a moment to the context. In the 
chapter preceding the one from which our text is 
, selected, he rebukes the Jewish professor for his 
uncharitable opinions of the Gentiles. He shows 
that the God of the Jews is also, the God of the 
Gentiles ; and that he, as an impartial administrator 
of justice, will judge the heathen world, according 
to that light which they actually possess. It is 
,;stated that " there is no respect of persons with 
r^ God ; " and that, as a righteous judge, he will jaot 
""^act according to any principle of partiality ; but 
that the character and conduct of the persons shall 
alone weigh with him. , The Apostle then proceeds * 
to state that the Jew, who has outwardly observed 
the ceremonial law, following the letter instead of 
the spirit, is beneath the Gentile, in a moral point 
of view, who, according to the light which God has 
given him, is acting in the spirit and design of the 
law, though not blest with a written code for hia . 



ft 

*■ 



132 SERMON VII. 

direction. Having established these positions^, he 
institutes a dialogue, which may be supposed to 
have taken j^ce between a Jew and liimtiself. The 
questions of the Jew, and the Apostle's answers, are 
given in the words of our text " What advantage 
then hath the Jew ? or what profit is there of cir- 
cumcision ? Much every way ; chiefly because 
that unto them were committed the oracles of God.'* 

. The argument is simply this f if the Jew is not to 
fare any better than the Gentfle, what particular 
advantage is it to him, to have been invested with 
the privileges of that people ? The answer to this 
question is, that in every respect be is a gainer ^ 
but chiefly because he has received the oracles of 
God, and thus become the depositary of those prom- 
ises, which, in the covenant made with Abrahaqi, 
proclaimed blessings for the world of mankinct. 
Thus much on the original meaning of the text. 
We wish now to use it in an accommodated 
sense. 

It is i)ften the case, at the present day, that 
questifiais are proposed for our consideration similar 
to those recorded in the text. We are often met 
with something like this : If all men are final- 

Jy to be made holy and. happy, what advantage 
hath the Universalist ? or, what profit is there in 
believing his 'doctrine? I know it seems almost 
impossible that such questions could ever be pro- 
posed by rational beings; that a reflecting mind 
could ever be so thoughtless as to ask, if God is a 
being of love, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodr 
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ness ; and if he has determined to bless all his 
rational creatures, and crown them with the un- 
fading glories of a blessed immortality, what ad- 
vantage is there in having it known ? or, if it be a 
truth, what profit is there in believing it ? I say, 
when we reflect uplon the absurdity of these ques- 
tions, we are half inclined to dotibt whether they 
could ever have been made : whether we have not 
been under some strange delusion; whether our 
senses may not have deceived us. But, memory, in 
whose book past transactions are faithfully record- 
ed, assures us that it is no delusion — but reality 
-—and that these questions, however inconsistent 
they may be, have often been urged as a kind ' of 
argumtot against the truth and utility of our re- 
Ugious systOTi ; and by persons, too, who value 
themselves upon their good sense, acute discern- 
ment, and high ^Christian atteiinments. When 
every thing else has failed them — when all their 
arguments have been met arid refuted — you will 
too often see the smile of triumph, as they propose 
the question, — 'Well, even if your doctrine be true, 
what advantage have Universalists over others ? or, 
what profit is there in believing their doctrine ? 
We answer in the languagie of the text. "Much 
every way ; '^ but chiefly because that unto us is 
committed a knowledge of this glorious truth. 
#here, I ask you, is the truth, the contemplation 
ot which will impart such unsullied joy, as that 
which teaches us to b'ehold in God our kind Father 
and unchanging friend ; and to look forward to ^ 

11* 
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time when, with a redeemed and beatified w^ld;. 
we shall feast upon those jqys * which are as 
pure us the waters of life, aiid as las^ng as eter- 
nity ?* What, I say, can be more glorious than a 
faith* like this ? " It is the , cheering guide and 
comforter of -mai)L in this world. It leads him in 
the path of light and life. It t^tethes'him to put 
his trust in God as a Fathgpj and to anticipate 
from his hand, tha^^ protection and those blessings, 
which infinite goodness djelights to bestow. It 
communicates gladness to every heart. In its 
light, the sons and daughters of affliction forget 
their woes, and sorrow is exchanged for joy." Do 
you ask, then, what profit there is in possessing such 
a faith, as this ? or, what advantage its possessor 
has over others ? I will tell you. 

'1st, Then, the believer in that gospel, which 
bringeth salvation to all men, enjoys an advantage 
over aH others in this respect: He can read his 
Bible with a purer satisfaction, and derive from it 
more genuine knowledge and consolation. It is, to 
him, the record of his titles and possessions-— the 
charter of Jiis hof^es — the revelation of his Father 
in heaven, and of a happy home beyond the skies. 
In perusing its pa^es, he does not find a sentiment, 
against which his reaspn, the benevolent feelings 
of his soul, or any god-like emotion of his heart, 
rises up in abhorrence. He does not 1^(^ it fill- 
ed with contradictions ; but he beholds'* a perfect 
h^nion;J*in all its parts. He does not hear it call- 
i^ upon him to believe a sentiment /rom wlfch 



S. 



*^* 



S£BMON VII. 135 

reason, nature, and 'experience dissent. If his 
reason, and the ^o^s of creation, teach him thiit 
"God isgopd unto %11," he hears his Bibl^. pro- 
claiming the thrilling truth, that "God is tove." 
If his reason assures Jiim that a self-existent Being 
must necessarily be immiAable, he reads in his 
Bible that God it " the same yesterday, to-day, and 
* forever." If his rewgn and experience teach him 
that vice and misery are inseparably connected, he 
hears the Bible deQlaiing that, " Though hand join 
in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished." If 
his reason, and the benevolence^of his hearl, con- 
vince him thfiCt all punishment inflicted upon the 
sinner should be designed for his good, he reads 
in the Bible, that God punishes us " for our profit ^ 
that we may be partakers of his holiness." If his 
bosom thrills, with a desire for immortality, and a 
:l hype of re-union with his kindred and friends in 
another e^^istence, his Bible assures him that this 
corruption shall put on incorruption ; that all shall 
be made equal to the angels of God in heaven ; and 
that^lll^ with the loved ones of earth, shall roam 
amid fields of perennial felicity, tod drink of those 
sweet waters which flow from the fountain of ever- 
lasting life. So you see, that, to the Universalist, 
there is a perfect agreeme^J; between reason, the 
teachings of nature, the benevolence of the human 
heart, ^0 the word of God. Now, this is an ad- 
vantage possessed alone by the Universalist.^ And 
to him it makes the Bible the pearl of grtBit price. 
™r^ reads upon its everv page the love of God. He 
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finds in it his title to eternal life ; the earnest of his 
inheritance above, the foundation of his hopes for 
all the unborn glories of a happy immortality .^ He 
clasps it to his bosom, and with rapture exclaims, 

* 

" Precious Bible ! what a treasure - , > — ^ 

Does the word of God afford ? 
All I want for life or pleasure, , 

Food and medicine, shield and sword. 
Let .the world account me poor j 
Having this, I need no more." 

2d. The believer inXSod's boundless love pos- 
sesses another advantage in this respect. He can 
contemplate the works of creation, and pieruse the 
volume ojf nature, with that unbounded admira- 
tion and delight, known only to himself.^ He can 
walk abroad upon the f^ce of nature, admiring the 
beauties, transported with the glories, and adoring 
the wonders that surround him. He can stand 
atnid the works of creation, — ^^look out upon the 
heaving ocean, grand emblem of eternity^*- survey 
the lofty mountains, " proud monuments of God " 
— meditate upon the q)angled concave with its 
shining spheres above hi^'^and in all these 
he can behojd the traces of a Father^s wisdom^ 
power y and love. He believes that the God who 
created air these things, is the author of his exist- 
^ence-r-Jiis Father and friend — that the wisdom, 
whicli is every where manifested, has devised 
means for his immortal felicity — that th& power, 
which is every Inhere exhibited, is able to accom- 
plish the plan ; and that the love, which is every 
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ere displayed, will see that it is faithfully exe- 
ed. Now, here the believer possesses a decided 
antage. He does * not suppose that all these 
idscendent beauties, which every where charm 
eye and captivate his heart, are the productions 
mere chance, nor that there is iseated upon the 
>ne of the universe, a weak and capricious being, 
o may be thwarted in his designs, and who is 
iflFerent to the welfare of his children. No ! he 
ws all the wonders and sublimities of creation, 
he works of immutable Love, called into exist- 
e by the exertion of a Father^s power, 

" He looks abroad into the varied field 
Of nature ; and though poor, perhaps, compared 
With those, whose mansions glitter in his sight, 
Calls the delightful scenery all his own. 
His are the mountains, and the valleys his, 
And the resplendent rivers. His to enjoy 
. With a propriety that none can feel, 
But who, with filial confidence inspired, 
Can lift to heaven *an uripresumptuous eye, 
And, smiling, say, * My Jra4her Tnade them cdU " 

\d, 'Another advantage enjoyed by the bej^^ver 
the "restitution of all things" is, that he has 
braced the only doctrine which tjie laws of 
i and man will permit him to practise. The 
iciples of his doctrine are not those of hatred, 
yrath, and revenge ; but of love, of peace^ and 
versal benevolence^, And these are the <Jnly 
iciples which can. be safely carried Out into 
stice, the only principles by which we must be .. 
emed, in ord^r to be good «iw and ChristiaiiSv 
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Wh^t is the design of the constitution said -laws of 
our country ? Is it ^ot to promote peace and har- 
mony among its citizens ? If so, that doctrine, the 
principles of which are love and peace, is the one 
wiiich best ^cords with these laws, and which 
can with the most safety be practised. Go i^l- 
to any orderly and well-regulated family, wh^ • 
parents and children are living together in union 
and love, and rfeasting upon each others' favors. 
A scene like this we all love to witness. But whUt 
is the cause of it ? You will say, that it is because 
the government of that family is based upon proper 
principles. Very well. But what are those princi- 
ples ? Aj:e they those of ai^y partial doctrine under 
heaven ? No, they aje the principles of impartiali" 
ty, of iove and benevolence. These are the very 
prin^jiples of our faith. Strike them out of exist- 
ence, and you annihilate Universalism at once, and 
with it the only sentiment which the good man 
dares to practise. My brethren, we should realize 
this advantage which our doctrine posesses over 
every other. And for this exceflWcy we should 
^rize Jt higher, an* love it better. Others, to 
car?y out their systems ^to practice, must be 
cruel, partial, and revengeful. To imitate their 
Crod, they must hate. But, in order to ba gov- 
en^, by the principles of our faith, we must 
pe kind, impartial, and benevolent, 
be Jike our God, we must love, love 
love universaliif^ love ^r^rudly! 
ever jceiuember this! *Ciet'^ ne^ 
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obligations Which our falBi imposes upon us. If 
'the doctrine we profess has an advantage over all 
others^ in regard to its moral inflnplice, lei us se^ • 
to it, that we have an advanteige'over all others in 
the holinei^ of our lives, and the uprightness of our 
gonduct. Let the pjzrifying influences of our reli- 
gion breathe in all our aetions, chasten our feel- 
ings, and elevate our affections. And tl^en, if we 
jaiiB asked, what advantage there is in believing this . 
doctrine ? the best of all answers will be ready, It 
makes us better. 

4th. There is another inestimable advantage 
enjoyed by the Universalist. His is the only doc- 
trine wliich the good man can pray for, or hope 
may be true. There are many who oppose this 
faith— -who say many hard things against it — 
and perhaps persecute its defenders ; but go with 
these very persons to their closets— retire Jwith 
them to the altar of prayer, and listen to their fer-^ 
vent orisons, as they asoepd to the throne of the 
Eternal. For what do they pray ? For what do 
their earnest petitions arise ? It is that God would 
save and bless the world — that every wanderer' 
may be brought home — that every sinner may be 
redeemed — and that God's love may be known 
and.enjoyed by all. Now, th^s is only praying for 
what we believe will most certainly come to pass. 
These brethren can pray for UniversaJism, however 
' ,^, jaucti^mgy may profess to hate it- In fact, . thrf 
Jpifeii»oRi»a& ^ their souls foAids their praying for , 
ajiy Hbng €^[§0. Contersd with them — ^k them 
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Wlm is the design of the cohstitnr> ^^ ? || they do 
our country? Is it not to pro^^ y^ ^^ what may be 
' ihony among its citizens ? ^ ^A^^ ^^^ friends,? and 
principles of which axe ^ /^^^^^ ^^ *®y could only 
wtech best abccords v . y/oU men, they should be 
can with the mo-" .-'> *ey fear this doctrine is 
to any orderly .. :4 ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ persons to 
parents and cl>- /^i^e fondly loved frieud, whom 
and love, a- ^l^i^^paxed. for Aeaven — ^t^^ b^ 
A scene li' ^*C^''%1 ^^ ^^^ beating pulse, hear his 

isthecr ^/v'^^/i;^^^.^^^^® ^^^ ^y^'^^'^^^*- ^^ 
the go /ti^^ trhither they believe the -departed 

prinr ^ ^eil if ^^7 ^a^ find comfort in beli^v- 

ple ^^^^ it »i"^^ dwell with demons in endless 

b ;Mf ^'d they will tell you, in opposition . to their 

f^'^sX they hope that friend is in heaven ; and 

(^ •{ is this hope which sustains their trembling 

^^it$. Here> then, you see that theit prayers, their 

^/les, their hoges, are all in favor of the faith 

ijich we profess. Here, then, we see that' the 

[jeliever in Universalism enjoys an advantage over 

gll others, He^ knows that the, beuevolence of 

pvery heart is in favor of this sentimeut ; and 

this encourages him. onward. He can pray the 

more fervently ; h^ can preach with more ai^al ; he 

•can. rejoice -with mo|e joy," he can retire fa his 

couch at night, with the cheering assurance that 

► whatJtie believe??* every good man prays for. He 

can awake in the morning, and pursue the labors 

of the da^, coiftforted by . the same inspiring 

thought Surely,, then, my bretluren, a faith so 
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Boly, so - benevolent, ^that ejen its /most 
' mies axe obliged tp wish, nni pray ii 
p, is worthy t?f our tjon^encej aJSfifc- 
love. .^ . " '^ ' V 

cj more. Another, and the princitral adtap- 
jcj enjoyed by the true beHever, is seen in «lhe 
Happiness which his faith nfibrds him. By believ- 
ing Universalism, we gain"mucB e?Very way;*' 
ihit chiefly because'iof the joy and piSace imparted 
to us by a knowledge of this glorious truth. Every ^ 
pardon will admit that there is an advantage in^ 
being happy, md that the happier a man is, 'the 
bi|^er it is for him ; and also, that that faith which 
imparts the most rational enjoyment to its possessor, 
is of course the best ; the beat for life, the best for 
-de||h, and, under ^ery c^irciunstance, is worth 

vSiSie than atl others. Now, I contend that no man 

■ *. 

15, %hat no man can be so perfectly happy, so com- 
pletely at rest, as the true practical Universalifil. 
And'^t is his faith alone that makes him so. He 
breathes the same air— ^ walks the same earth — 
he feasts upon tlip same goodness that others do ; 
but still he ^«iore l^appy than they, and -simply ,. 
because of the cheering viewi^ which he entertains 
ofGod'Shd of futurity. There fs connected Uirith 
all othir systems an awful c^kness, a cheerless 
gloouL :from which the most unfeeling mind must 
shrioi^* with horror. Take the doctrine of anttihi- , 
l^tdnlv 1!his system deprives us of comfort, at the 
Mrer/jperiod when we most nefed *ii, in the tim^ oi" 
trouu^ and in the fiovst. df death. To think , that 
t J^ ' 12 * >\ ^ 
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all our hopes, that all our affecttens, that our love 
for each other, and all our holy akyi. generous 
desires must be buried foreverin the grave, is tjtely 
revolting to th^ benevolent heart. To believe, 
while surrounding the toi^bs of our Iblidly loved 
friends, those who in life w^re dear lo our hearts, 
and in whose affections we shared, — to think, I 
say, that they have gone down to repose in everlast- 
ing silence, that we shall never again gt^t them in 
a brighter world, — to believe this, and realize it|" 
•^ould bf more than the' human heart could endure. 
In tl^s' theory, then, ^ere certainly can be no 
comfort. It cannot wipe the tear of sorrow from 
the eye of the mourner, npr cause the soul to tri- 
umph in the hour of dissolving nature. 

But, if this system be cheerless and void of con- 
solation, how much more dreadful must be the 
effect of that faith which teaches the endless un- 
merciful suffering of a large portion of maidcind. 
Now, I ask you if this faith will give us that joy 
and peace which we heed in view of our dep^ture 
from the scenes of time? Will it light ug our 
pathway to the tomb ? Will it cheer the bed of 
sickness ? Will it soothe us in the hour of death ? 
Will it reconcile us to the loss of oiu- friends ? Can 
thejjp be one drop of consolation' in a faith like this, 
in the thought, that we are expoi^ to such ihi 
a#ful doom, and that our dear dl|)arted .friends 
maybe tossing upon the bijiows of endless despair? 
I will relate ^ instance which happened during 
my younger days. A physician, with his son, a 
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young man, was, riding a number of mijesfrom 
home, on btisiness. When n^ar the end of their 
jouwiey, the horse became unmanageable, and, 
while descending the hill, threw them with suph 
violence from the chaise, tl^at ill coming in con- 
tact with the wall, the bojies of their headsr were* 
left upon the rocks, and in a moment, as it were, 
they were launched into eternity. In the morning, 
they left home cheerful and happy, leaving behind 
them an affectionate wife and beloved mother j at 
night, they were wrapped in the mantle of death. 
I was near the dwelling of this ajfflicted woman, 
when news of this solemn event, reached her ears. 
You can all judge of the anguish which must have 
filled het bosojm. I merely introduce this circum- 
stance, to ask you wj^t comfort you suppose that 
wife^nd mother could have derived in that awful 
hour from a belief in endless misery? Suppose 
tha4y^ aitxid the/ unutterable pangs that rent her 
bosom, she had even thought that her husband and 
son,: whom she loved as she did her own soul, had 
gone dow^n to welter in unceasing pain! What, 
0, what could have been her feelings ? Could 
she have been happy? You, who. are wives and 
mothers, imagine yourselves in the same or similar 
circumstances, and leU m^ what would be the 
4^motions of your hearts ? Would such a faith, then, 
give you peace and joy? But I need not jain 
yoiir fedings with such questions. The system of 
which I speak has done more than any thing else 
to inake men wretched in life, and miserable in 
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death. It has been to mcrumers the catise of un- 

speakal>le anguii^ : it has driven wives land mothers 

. to despair ; and it has planted thorns upon the 

' pillow of the dying ! Now, do you not ,see the 

advantage which our faith has pver thits and every 

f other system ? It contains no feature upon which 
we are compelled to look with IsiJbhorrence/ no 
principle which will give us pain. . It teaches the 
boundless love of God. It assures us that he is 
. forever our friend — that though he ppnish us, it 
will be 4br our good — that he has prepared for us 
a glorious inheritance beyond the tomb, and that 
in his own good time all sin shall be done away, a 
world shall be purified, and we, with our friends, 
and a beatified universe shall join in the praises 
and bliss of heaven. 

Here, then, is a faith wW^h never fails to impart 
joy and comfort. It will give peace to the sick — ; 
joy to the afflicted -^ and triumph to the dying. I 
know the Consolations of this faith. I have 
tasted its delights — ^ I have experienced its joys. 
When the palsying hand of disease has been laid 
upon me, and this frail tenement has been racked 
with pain -^ when my stay upon earth seemed 
short, and I stood as it were upon the V€|ge* of the 
• tomb, little expecting that I should ever again 
mingle in the > society of those* whom I dearly love 5 
then, instead of finding this faith to fail me, it was 

% f sT^seter than life ; its consolations were abundant. 
Then I loved it better thaif ever ; I love it still ; 
and God grant I may love it forever] 
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Will you theiij my friends; still ask what advan- 
tage has the' Universalist ? or what profit is there 
in believing his doctrine ? Can you reflect upon 
its beauties and glories — upon that cheering garb 
in which it clothes every object in creation* — 
upon the benign influence which it is calcula- 
ted to exert; that, >if practised," it will make you 
wiser and better ; if believed, it will make you 
happier ; that it will prepare you for the joys and 
troubles of Jife, and the solemn hour of death ; can 
you reflect upon these things, and thei|> be so 
unfeeling as to ask what advantage there is in be- 
lieving this doctrine ? I pray God that yott may 
all be brought to enjoy those advantages possessed 
by the true believer, and to experience that profit 
arising from a knowledge of the truth. 

Brethren, if the remaarks which I have made be 
correct, our duty is plain. If such are the advan- 
tages,, (and I have named only a few,) enjoyed by 
a belief in the truth, it is our solemn and imperious 
duty to be more deeply engaged in its advance- 
ment in the world. We are promised an abundant 
reward for all our labors in this - holy cause, in the 
joys which we shall impart to others, and the sat- 
isfaction v^ shall experience ourselves. Let us, 
then, be awake and alive. Let us hold fast the- 
faith of Christ, and contend earnestly for its pro- 
motion ; that when death shall come, we may have 
the pleasure of knowing that we were faithful to 
ourselves, to the truth, and to God. In this faith, 
then, may we live ; by its principles may we be 
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governed ; in its hopes may W6 confide; and ttien* 
though the storms a(^d tempests of life should beat 
against ovct frail bark, we shall be able id outride* 
them all — and go down 16 the tomb, cheered by 
the assuraoce of a happy re-union, in a World of 
bliss, in the mansions of peace — - where joys un- 
speakable shall be oijr portion forever. — Amen. 
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Address to You^gMen. 

' " Young mesi likewise €xhort tol)e sober-minded."— Titus ii. 6. 

YotJTH is the most important period of huihaii 
existence. It is in the spring-time of life, that we 
form characters, acquire knowledge, devise plans, 
and lay the foundation of our future happiness. 
The impressions made upon our minds, and the 
principles imbibed by us in the morning of our 
existence, exert it mighty influence over the re- 
mainder of our lives. " Just as the twig is bent 
i^he tree 's inclined." The mind, in this stage of its 
progress, bears a striking resemblance to a^ gajden 
m spring. The good seed must then be sown, or 
you will have neither fruit nor flowers. Nor ia this 
all. There must be pruning and nursing. The 
tares must be timely uprooted, or the seed willAe 
choked, and you will reap a hannetit of weeds for 
your toiL So with the mind of man. This is form- 
ed for virtue. It is capable of receiving the most 
lasting and salutary impressions. But it is in the 
spring-time of our existence that the good s^d 
must be sown. Then is the tim^for uprooting' 

♦ Delivered at Wallham, Mass. Oct. 8, 1837. 
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the weeds of vie© — for extracting evil and «ulti- 
.vating good ; and if we perforni tMs dut3r faitl^ 
fully, we* sliall not fail to reap a rich rewajcd of 
jifljoyment as the fruit of our toil. 
; Jn the light of these remarks, you will perceive 
with what propriety the sacred writers have urged 
upon us the importance of paying proper attention 
tcfc the education of the youthful mind. One great 
design of the moral teachings of the Bible i^ to in- 
duce parents " to bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the L^ird ; " to " train 
th^moap in the way they should go, that when 
they are old' they m^iy not depart therefrom," 

In laying before his son Timothy the duties of 
his office, and meting out to him proper. instruc- 
tions, the Apostle was'^spe^ially careful to enjoin 
upon Mm, the importance of giving proper direc- 
tions to those who were in the morning of exist- 
ence. In my text, he instructs him in regard to 
those who had advanced from childhood to 
youth. ** Yoiing then likewise exhort to be sober- 
minded." 

«* . • - 

That class of the community here addressed 
occupy an important position in life. Those who 
are now young men, are destined by their Creator 
to exert a migtfty influence upon the future destiny 
^of this republic. Soon those venerable men, who 
now crowd our hails of congress and seats of 
legidation, will be the silent tenants of the tomb. 
- Soon fhose who now guide the helm of our na- 
tional affairs will liVe only in the memc^y of the 
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past -^rfieirToicesr will be hushed i^ silence — thek ^ 
pejteuasive'eloqiieice vill be mute in death — and ^ 
their iabqn? Qtt earth will 4nd forever. Then tHeir 
^tatiqns must be filled by those who are now in^F 
the morning of existence. It will then be left f^wT 
those who are^now young men, to decide whether 
the sun of our politic glory shall go down iif 
darkneiBs, or continue to shine with imfadHif . 
splendoj. Upon this olass of the community, 
duties will then devolve of immense magnitude . 
and importance. ♦An influence must be exerted by , 
them which will have a mighty bearing upan the 
welfare of millions yet unborn. * , "* 

How important, then, it is, that those who are 
now youfig men, should prepare themselves for that 
part, which they axe destined to act upon the great 
theatre of human life. How important thai Hhey 
now form those charactigrs, and establish • those 
principles, which in after years will yield them a 
h^urvest of enjoyment and honor ! - 

Acknowledging myself as one of that portion of 
community of which I am speaking, and ^hich I , 
have the pleasure this evening to address — and 
realizing that my interests are intimately connect- 
ed wltS theirs, I trust my young brethren, n^w/ 
before me, will bear with me for a few monients, 
while I endeavoi; in plainness and simplicity, to ^ 
heed the command in the text. ^ "Young Hifen 
likewise exhort to be sober-minded." Th§ par- , 
ticular virtue here reconunended is sobriety of 
mind, which to every young man is of the utmost 
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importance. It will give him stability of charactei;, 
pleasantness of ' disposition, and gain for him the 
Joveiand respect of those around him. But, while 
it is of importance that young men should heed 
the exhortation to be " sober-minded," there are 
other duties devolving upon them, a faithful per* 
formance of whith, is essential to their peace and 
happiness in life. Some of these I shall endeavor 
to point out. Before doing this, however, I may 
make one general remark, the truth of .which will 
be admitted by all whom I now address. -It is 
this. If we trace all the evils which have afflicted 
our race to their proper source, "We shall find them 
originating in ignorance and sin. This is an 
acknowledged truth. And, what is more, these 
two causes of evil ' generally go hand in hand. 
The most ignorant are usually the most vicious. 
There does not exist a more fruitful source of vice 
than ignorance. The correctness of these remarks 
being aSmitted, it follows, of course, that the first 
duty devolving upon young men, is, the improve^ 
ment of their minds. 

We are all endowed with high and ennobling 
faculties — with principles which ally us to God — 
with powers capable of endless ftjtpansion and im- 
provement in knowledge and virtue. These 
powers and faculties have be^n conferred upon us 
by our Creator, for the wisest and best of purposes. 
But then he has nia^ the blessings resulting from 
them, to depend in a measure upon our own exer- 
tiom. Wisdom com&s not H the lidding of msxk 
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Knowledge is n6t given by intuition. To possess 
^hese treasures, we must search for them. To 
reach the temple of science, there is a,long^atl| 
for us to travel, and numerous difficulties for us 
to encounter. But, while this is true, it is also 
true, that there is every thing, to encourage us on- 
ward ! The path, though rugged, is strewed with* 
flowers ; and the journey, though long, leads ta an 
Eden of delight ! And then, as a strong induce- 
ment for us to seek for knowledge, we should 
think of what we must be without it. Picture to 
yourselves a young man„ just startipg in the career 
of life, ignorant of his own nature, and of the 
world in which he lives. He has never tasted of 
those^ure waters which flow from the streams Of 
science. -He hag never plucked those fair flowers 
which bloom in unfading verdure, in the garden of 
knowledge. He lives in ignorance — wanders on 
in darkness -^ involves himself in vice, and at last 
goes down to the grave, " unwept, unhonored, and 
unsung." Would you, my young brethren, be 
like that ycnpig man ? Would you live and die in 
ignorance? Would you fail of being usefiil to 
yourselves and the world ? Would you neglect 
to assert the digpity of your nature, and the de- 
velopment of your intellectual powers ? If no^ 
then seek for knowledge as for gold, and search for 
it as for hidden treasures. Strive continually to 
improve your :toinds. L0t 'dt be your constant 
nriJBo tft " read, think,- said understand." You 
idl have "^fll^ent tsele to tiQesfure up a vast'fund • 
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of useful infonnation. Let yaur leisure hours be 
properly improved; let every moment you can 
spare, be spent in a proper manner, and you need 
]aot complain that you have no time to study. 
You should also rememb^ that it is not always he 
who reads the most that i& the wisest man. By 
no means. Man is a thinking beings and it is the 
thinking rather than the reading man, who 
possesses true knowledge. Let, then, your think- 
ing, reflecting faculties be in constant e:icercise. 
Study into the nature of things, and trace theiy 
causes and effects. Acquaint yourselves with hur 
man nature. Men axe books; read them; study 
nature. That is an exhaustless volume, which 
you can a^ all times peruse, and frcnn which you 
may derive countless lessons of instruction and de- 
light. So long as God and his works axe. before 
you, you have themes upon which to dwell, which 
eternity can never exhaust, and upon which a ran- 
somed world shall- ex;patiate with rapture while 
immortality endures* You may ansdyze creation, 
explore the universe, dive into the d^ep, or give 
wings to your imagination, and let your spirits 
roam amid those unfading beauties which heaven 
is forever imfolding to the enraptiu'ed vision — and 
your researches will only serve to gain newlauj|^ 
for the temple of truth, while there will be sSll 
before you an eternity of wonders, whose sjdendors 
outshine the glowing\ effulgence of ^en thousand 
suns. / 

And here I may be permitted to caution ycffi^ 
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against one error into which young men are apt to 
fell. In looking around them, and seeing so many 
who axe their superiors in wisdom — in surveying 
the illimitable field of knowledge, they see so much 
to learn, that they sit themselves down, and think 
it of^ no use to try to learn anything* Now, this is 
altogether wrong. Knowledge is like wealth, and 
though we cannot obtain all the wealth in the 
world, or he as wealthy as many around us, still 
we can, by proper exertion, secure enough from the 
store-house to- render us comfortable and happy. 
But, would you not considep that man exceedingly 
unwise, who should neglect to provide himself with 
a competency of this world's goods, because he 
thought he could never become as rich as Girard? 
Most certainly. Well, he is equally unwise, who 
sits himself down contented, without knowing any- 
thing, because he cannot learn everything. The 
truth is, if you will but exercise the faculties 
which God has given you, you can all obtain a 
sufficient amount of knowledge to make you res- 
pected in life, and ornaments to society. And 
though you cannot all be Franklins and Newtoiis, 
still, by striving, you can obtain a higher rank in 
the scale of intellectual worth, than though you 
made no exertion at all. The man who aimed his 
arrow at the isun, did not reach it J but still it flew 
much higher than it would, if he had aimed it at 
an object on a level with himself. 

While, then, you should possess an insatiable 
tiJMH for kiioT^ledge, axtd strive continually to oV 
13 
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t4dn it, you should be careful to avoid auother er- 
ror. Never think you qn^ vme enough-^ that you 
have learned ail thati$ necessary. This wiU be a 
sure proof that you know but little. You should 
be coutinually on the highway of improvemeot, 
continually enriching yoiu: mincU with new geni$ 
£rom the casket of knowledge. A young phydcii^ 
once entered the study of the venerable Dr. Ruj^h, 
and, in the course of conversation^ remarked that he 
had just '^ finished his studies." '^ Finished your 
studies! said Dr. Rush, why I never expect to 
finish mine while I live." This was a just rebuke ; 
and, the example of Dr. Rush is worthy of imita^ 
tion. You cannot know too much, nor can you 
commence your search for knowledge too early. 
If you pass the morning of your existence inum- 
proved, you will ever have occasicm to look back 
upon it with sorrow and regret. . The golden hours 
of your life are now being spent, and when once 
gone, they are gone' forever. Let me beseech of 
you, then, my young brethreti, to spend each mo- 
ment as it passes in Storing y pur minds with use- 
ful knowledge. You will pardon me for saying it ; 
but when I see so many young men idling away 
their time — indifferent to the cultivation of their 
minds^ and preferring foolish amusements to.^^bat 
which is of more value than gold — when I see 
this, I say, I mourn for the welfare of my country, 
and the glory of its institutions. 

I have dwelt longer upon this point thaa I in- 
tetoded ; but the subject is one of vast: jinportaofie ; 
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and I efitreat that portion of my audiehice whom I 
BOW address, to think oi what has been said. Let 
them remember wMt has been so beautifully ex- 
pressed by another, that " education is a compamon 
which no misfortune can depress, no clime destroy, 
iK> enemy alienate, no despotism enslave ; a friend 
at home — =- an introduction abroad — a solace in sol- 
itude' — in society an ornament. It chastens vice 
— it guides virtue — it gives at once grace and 
government to genius, Without it, what is man ? 
A splendid slave — a ^reasoning savage -^^vascilla- 
ting continually between the dignity of an iiitelli- 
gence which links him to God, and the degra- 
dation of passions which connect him with the 
bttite.^' 

Btttj I have spoken d,t some length upon ttl6 
duty of young men to commence an early search 
f<Hr knowledge. I may now remark, that another 
duty devolving upon them, equally importantj and 
growing out of that which I have noticed, is, that 
they establish in their minds a fixed moral princi- 
ple ; that they increase in virtue, as well as kn&wh 
edge, l^his is of the utmost importance. If you 
fail now to establish for yourselves a good moral 
character, your future prospects will be shrouded 
iii^f^kness and gloom. You may-strive for the 
improvement of your intellectual powers — you 
may spend days and nights, and waste the midnight 
oil in hoarding lip the treasures of science — your 
talents may be of the brightest order ; but irtill, if 
your mind is not governed by the principles of 
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morality and virtue, you will be like a ship tossed 
upon the mighty deep without chart or compass, 
and the first storm of temptation-or adversity may 
founder your frail bark upon the shoals of despair. 
Will you not, then, remember this, and now form 
such characters as will make you respected in life 
and* happy in death. You should recollect that 
every deviation from right, is a deviation from 
happiness. Every .step you take in the path, of 
virtue will increase your felicity. Every departure 
from that path will render you miserable. . As you 
regard your own peace and happiness, then, you 
should b« virtuous. It is virtue alone that will 
give beauty to your appearance, dignity to your 
character, and gain for you the love and re|pect of 
others. There is a beauty, a power, a divinity in 
virtue ! Its peace is like a river ; its joys are like 
those which flow in the paradise of God. Its 
hopes are founded upon the Rock of Ages, and will 
forever pour light and consolation upon a dying 
world ! In virtue may be found all that is great 
and good ; all that is exalted in time, or glorious in 
"eternity. " It is God's; empire, and from his throne 
of thrones he will defend it," Will you not, then, 
be found on the side of virtue ? > 

Not only will a virtuous course of conducive 
beneficial to you as individuals ,* but it^will ^e 
you an influence in society, which, without it, you 
can never possess. Virtue is respected. Even the 
most fiicious will insensibly pay it reverence. In 
the presence of the virtuous, they forget their viqes^ 
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There is no young man, who would deliberately 
utter a profane oath, or an improper expression, in a 
company of virtuous females. ^' Would you, then, 
exepcii^ this commanding influence ? If so, resolve 
now that you will take virtue for your guide, com- 
panion, and friend. . Shun the paths of temptation. 
Avoid those evils in which young men too often 
indulge. Pollute not your lips with the sin of 
profanity. '''Swear not at all." Go not with the 
gambler to his deeds of darkness. He will stamp 
upon thy youthful brow the marks of guilt and 
shame ! Drink not of the intoxicating bowl. It 
will lull you to repose, only that you may awake 
to find yourselves pierced with many sorrows. 
Resolve, then, to " touch not, taste not, handle not 
the unclean thing." Above all, avoid bad com- 
pany. Go not with the' vile and abandoned. 
Mingle not with those whp are the slaves of vice. 
They will lay snares for your. feet, which, ere you 
are aware, will involve you in degradation and 
wo. Ifitbetriie that ''a man is known by the 
company he keeps," you cannot be .too careful in 
the choice of your associates. Seek the society of 
the virtuous and the good. Imitate their worth. 
Let their example breathe its hallowing influence 
i]|g)n your conduct. Strive to be ^ood^ rather than 
^mt. Let the principles of your nature be made 
subservient to the will of Heaven, aid your moral 
functions be exerted in accordance with the high 
behests of the King Eternal ! I would hse^e you 
•realize the -exalted station which you occupy in 
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the scale of creation. I would have you acquainted 
with thpse lofty powers, those exalttid capacities 
of which you are possessed. I am not ol^e of those 
who would decry human nature, bring it on a 
level with the brutes, and make man a mere mas3 
of filth and colruption! No : I believe there is in 
every child of Adam a redeeming principle — an 
emanation ftona Deity — a spark of that eternal 
purity possessed by Jehovah ! In every individual 
of my race, whether it be the philosopher or the 
peasant, the king or the beggar,^ I see that which I 
believe constitutes the crowning excellence of the 
univQtfe ! I behold iii every human being that 
spajrk of intelligence, that germ of immortality, 
which constitutes him a child of heaven, the image 
of the.^ternal, the noblest workmanshi|i of God. 
I see in pian that living im/mortal mind, which is 
akin to that intellectual energfy that called the 
world out of chaos — which towers* above all that 
is low and grovelling upon earth — which bids 
defiance to the storms of sopow and death, and 
which is destined to progress in knowledge and 
virtue, through the boundless ^ges of eternity. 
This divine principle, these lofty powers, tjKs 
immortal mjndj you all possess. I care not wheth- 
er you be rich or poor, wise or unwise ; tt|Mi 
is within you all that divine i^iind which linM 
you to God — Vfhich makes you the brother of 
angels — ^^ wljich ^11 survivf the wreck of matter 
and the crush of worlds, and live in Adeless 
purity ^hile the^ throne-* of heliven sha^l^i3tand. 
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And it is thi» fact- that I would have impressed 
upon your miderstandings, because of its saluta- 
ry influence. For, in the. language of Scripture, 
** as dmcm thinketh, so is Ae." If a man think 
he is a brute, he will act like a brute. If a man 
think that his powers and capabilities are limited, 
and that the light of intelligence is to be quenched 
forever by the darkness of death, he will make the 
gratification of his animal passions the chief end of 
his existence. But, if a man think he is the child 
of- God, and the heir of a glorious immortality, he 
will be incKnedio conduct in a manner becoming 
his high origin and destiny. He will evince in 
his life the proofs of his divine original. Th^re 
will be seen upon his countenance the placid 
serenity of heaven, and in himself the giprious 
image of that God, by whose, plastic hand he was 
formed. Remember, then, that if you would assert 
the dignity of your nature, if you would stand 
forth in that 1)eauty which Heaven first stamped 
upon yoin* brow, you must strive to cultivate those 
moral and religious faculties with which you are 
endowed. Let it ever be your aim to seek for that 
gr^tness of character which the majesty of virtue 
will confer ; and then will* you live as blessings 
t<MPourselves and the world, and at last die in 
peace, leaving behind you a name which shall 
shine with unfading lustre, when your earthly 
tenement shall have iningled with .its kindred 
dust! .^ 

I has0ii thus noticed t#o of the mostr important 
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duties which I conceive to devolve upon young 
men — the improvement of their moral and mental 
faculties, or the attainment of knowledge, and the 
formation of virtuous characters. Here, doubtless, 
I might stop, believing that a proper attention to 
the preceding remarks would be follow;ed by a 
useful and happy life. But, in drawing to a close, I 
inust not fail to warn those whom I now address 
against two fatal evils, which beset them in their 
journey to the tomb. These axe fanaticism on the 
one hand, and infidelity on the other. Beware of 
the first ; it will weave its treacherous folds around 
you in an unsuspecting moment, and, ere you are^ 
aware, fill your bosom with the bitter waters of 
despair ! You will be told that' reason is a carnal 
weapon ; that an excitement of the animal passions 
is a mysterious change, effected by the Spirit of 
God; and, when you awake from the. pleasing 
drearri^ to let reason speak, you "W^ill find, that un- 
der the sacred garb of religion you hav^ embraced 
a monster, to pierce your souls with the upows of 
death! T^svould rob you of nothing good, of 
nothing useful. God forbid ! But all my feelings, 
as the friend of my race —^ air my devotion, as a 
Christian minister, and all my reason,i4s a lover of 
%e gospel, leiad me to speak out uporitlj^^ 
Embrace the doctrine which fanaticism^^a si 
stition have invented, and they will enslave your 
mind, if not^ prostrate y6ur reason ; they will blight 
your. fairest hopes, rob you of your dearest ^joy- 
ment, and ^oud your destiny jpi: eternity in d|rk- 
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ness and gloom. They are doctrines altogether un^ 
suited to the desires of man, as a rational being, to 
the ennobUng and godlike feelings of his nature, 
and to the principles of his existence which assimi- 
late him to God ! BewarCj then, of the pretended 
friendship of those, who, imder the pretext of 
makings yoii religious, will render you bigoted, 
censorious, and wretched, 

I would alsa caution you with equal earnestness 
to avoid the poisonous influence of infidelity. And 
by this I mean that system,^ if. system it can be 
called, which makes a mock of everything sacred, 
denies the existence of a God, denouncesf tha Bible 
as a fable, the Saviour as an impostor, and religion 
as all a delusion. A system so absurd and unrea- 
sonable as this, your own judgments should lead 
you to reject with abhorrence. It will embitter the 
fairest moments of youx existence with soifow and 
regret, and plant thorns upon your dying RiUow ! 
There is nothing which will sooner sink a young 
man i|i thfe estimation of the wise and good, than 
recklessness of inoral principle, and a disposition to 
scoff at things sacred and divine. I wish to cast 
no reflations upon thd infldel, or sp^n him from 
me, because of his unbelief. No i I see in him a 
^her, a ebild with me of the same Father, an 
►with me of the same immortality ;*and for hfta 
I would possess feelings of love and pity. But, 
still I look upon his exertions more as the ravings 
of a msi,dman, than the workings of calm and en^ 
lightigned reason. , What does he propose to do ? 
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Why he is striving to convince us that the universe 
has no Creator or Governor, that the wonderful 
effects which we every where see, exists without a 
cause — that the design which is every where man- 
ifested is no proof of a designer — that man. is the 
mere sport of chance , having no guide but his 
passions, no home but the grave ! Now, what is 
tfiere here inviting? What would the Christian 
gain, by renouncing his faith for such a theory as 
this ? Gain ! He would be ah infinite loser. We 
have a God pf all possible perfection,- in whom to 
trust ; beings who are our brethren to love,; a heav- 
en of immortal joys to hope for ; and a Bible to 
guide us, with which, if we follow its precepts, we 
can never err ! Now, before the infidel robs Us of 
these, we have a right to demand of him some- 
thing better, more holy, pure, and comforting. 
But, does he offer it ? No : he would take firom us 
every thing good, and give us nothing in return. 
For me to renounce Christianity, as I understand 
it, and embrace infidelity, I should gain nothings 
but lose every thing. For a God of love, a kind fe- 
ther and friend, you offer me nothing but poor blind 
dhance — a world of brethren, having the same 
father, and bound to the same home, you conyeit 
into ajjiiverse of orphans — for the thrilling h< 
of the gospel, you give us nothing but dot 
and dp.rk forebodings — and for the glories, the 
bliss, the unfading joys of immortality, you present 
us nothing but the everlastiM; darkness and gloom 

of the grave ! And is ther^ot a species of road- 
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ness in such exertions as these ? . They promise 
only to fill the world with blight, ruin, and dismay. 
I declsure to you, this evening, that were I to cherish 
these views, with the feelings I now possess, I 
should he the most miserable being that, roams 
upou the footstool of God. In the sincerity of my 
tioul, then, I would again warn those whom I now 
address to shun the fatal saaares of infidelity. 

But, while I would warn you -against the cruel 
doctrines of the fanati^c on the one hand, and the 
pernicious principles of the infidel on the other, I 
would also exhort you to take the religion of Jesus 
Christ for your guide, companion and friend. It 
is a religion worthy of your affection and love ; 
worthy your constant and zealous support. It is a 
religion which reason sanctions, which nature ap- 
proves, and which fills, the benevolent soul with 
admiration and delight. It demands tiie exercise 
of ali our moral and intellect^ial faculties ; it spurns 
the narrow fetters of a creed; it lifts the soul 
above the alluring vanities of time ; strips the free 
spirit of those chains which have bound it to earth, 
and unfolds to its expanding powers scenes of im- 
provement and glory, which shall end only with 
eternity. It is a religion, which presents you with 

fd, as the father and friend of all — with Christ, - 
the Eedeemer of all — and with heaven, as the 
fin^ and everlasting home of all. It points us 
forward to, a time^ when the sorrows of life shall be 
exchanged for the joys of eternity — when, with 
pur kindred) our friiBuds and a ransomed woi^ld, 
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we shall continue to go upward and on^wafd) 
advancing in light,<in knowledge and glory for* 
ever. Here, then, is a religion from which flow 
streams of comfort and consolation, which lead you 
to love virtue" for virtue's sake, and which will 
crown your existence with honor and happiness. 
Will you riot, then, my young brethren, give it your 
love, your influence, your warm and efficient sup-^ 
*^port ? I do believe that it has strong claims upon 
your regard ; and it is for this ireason that I com- 
mend it to your attention with all the eamestxiess 
in my power. I would not have you be fanatics—- 
I would hot have you be gloomy and_unhappy — I 
would not deprive you of. one rational pleasure ; but 
I would have you ever governed by the religion of 
the Saviour, and feel continually its spirit and 
power. 

I know we have been told that to be religious is 
to descend from the dignity of man, and that re- 
ligion is a fit subject only foj^ women and children.* 
To look upon Christianity as an imposition, the 
Bible as a fable, and heaven as a dream, has been 
thought a mark of superior greatness, of true 
philosophy! But is it so? To show myself a 
man, must I sacrifice the comforts of religion? 
abandon that gospelr which is dearer to me tl 
life, and tamper with all that is fair and holy 
the hopes of men ? If so, God gra^t that I may 
remain a child forever ! But ,how came this foolish 
notion to exist? From whence *did it sprhig, Aat^ 
reKgion is inconsistent with the greatness of man? 
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The answer is plain ; it has been caused by that 
forbidding garb which has been thrown around the 
subject. Religion has been looked upon as a 
matter of expedievm/y rather than |?ro/i^ • — good only 
as it saves us from some awful calamity in another 
world. It has been shrouded in mystery ; it has 
been connected with gloom and sorrow ; and the 
young have really supposed that to become relig- 
ious is like entering a monkish cell, and becoming 
ascetics for life. But they have been grossly 
mistaken. It is supersiiiioii that they have taken 
for religion. They have received the corruptions 
of a thing for the thing itself. Religion, in its pu- 
rity, is Heavetf s best gift to man. It is that which 
has raised him in the scale of creation, and given 
him those glorious hopes, and bright andcipations, 
which cause the enraptured spirit to wonder and 
admire! It iiS to Christianity that we owe our 
freedobfi from the darkness of Paganism, arid our 
elevation in all that ennobles our kind! It is to 
that, that we are indebted for the glory of our insti- 
tutions ; for the privileges we enjoy as a people ; 
and for that coinmanding rank which we hold 
among the natiojtis of the earth. And does this 
look as though the religion of the Saviour was of 
trjijpg importance, something fit only for the 
L-minded and ignorant? No: it is this reli- 
gion alone that will make man truly great ; that 
will give strength and vigor to his moral Mid men- 
tal fil|alties^ and that will stamp upon his soul the 
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^ diYinity of its AutbfllCr; jLet mj&rj^)^ustde you, &en, 
my youiig brethren asyoir Value your own happi- 
ness, and that dignity of character which you 
would possess — let me ^exhort you to eKp^})race thk 
religion now in the morning of your days. You 
will need its principles to guide you safely through 
life, and its comforts and consolations to support 
you hi the solemn hour of death. Young andr 
active as you may now be, you must all lie down 
to die. It is then that you will need something 
to sustain you that earth cannot give. The doc- 
trine of endless misery will not light up that trying 
scene ; it will not then impart one thrill of joy to 
, yoiu: heaving bosoms. Infidelity will be equally 
destitute of the healing balm which you will need 
upon the bed of death. Like the painted lanthorn 
which deceives in the light of day^ it, will fail 
when darkness gathers around. 

» ■ 

But there is something,' which will enable you 
^o triumph oyer the last enemy, and smile even at 
the tlarkness of the tomb. It is the gospel of 
Christ. That yrill give joy to the departing spirit ; 
soothe ypur dying pillows with gentle whisperings 
from' tlie world of bliss, and disrobe death of its 
teri^ors, by making it a passport to a clim^ of im- 
mortal and mifading delights. Come what \|ill, 
then, let m^ entreat of you to cling to the gosp 
y Practise its precepts, acquaint yoiRpelves with its 
^ * tQj»phings,. be governed by its spffift,*aiid you need 
V -^ear no ev^ ! Be it yours to fiayi^with the poet, 
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' *^ Should all the forms tfa^at men de^^e, 
A^nult my faith with treacherous art, f 
I *d call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the gospel to my hearth" 

I have done. For the consideration of my 
young br^ren now before me^ I have made such 
remarks as I deem of vast importance to them as ^ 
individuals and members of society. If T^^hat I 
have said shall induce any before me to strive to" 
become wiser and better, I shall be amply reward- 
ed for my labors at this time May the choicest 
of Heaven's blessings rest upon you all. May our 
lives be peaceful and happy, our deaths calm and 
triumphant, and our names and virtues be cher- 
ished by thousands who shall rise up and call us 
blessed. — Amen. 
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Home, 

[Substance of a Sermon.] 

To the ^eary pilgrim in the Journey of life, 
there is, perhaps, no word which sounds ^ sweet, 
which falls so like angelic melody upon the ear, 
and which causes such ^thrilling sensations to per- 
vade the bosom, as the diort syllable. Home. It 
awakens the fondest recoUecticms, and revives 
th^ most hallowed and endearing associations. 
Go where we may — be our situation in life pros- 
perous or adverse — though we may flee to the land 
of strangers, and there be greeted by all the 
charms of friendship and social intercourse — be 
suitounded by lovers, comp^ions, and finends, 
and enjoy all the bessings which tend to render 
life desirable, — still, the thought or mention of 
home, will be life anew to the soul. 
^ What emotions fill the throbbing h&art of the' 
weary^^^6|»ixderer, as he^^tums home^ and ^!^^^2^ 
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looks upon the countenances of those he loves, 
1^d hears the emphatic welcome pronounced hy 
every lip. What music to his soul ! He feel§ Ihat 
" there is no place like home." Ask .the poor ex- 
ile on a foreign shore, what visions flit, across his 
bosom, and enchain his fancy, and cause the deep- 
drawn sigh, as he gazes silently and lonely on the 
midnight moon, — and he will tell yoa in the fulU 
ness of his heart, they are the visions of his Once 
happy home. He can never tout-ttavel- — never 
fbrget the delights of his early home. Though 
ambition leads him far away, oy fortune tempts 
Jiim into thfe world of business, he will often 
pause, even when success hfts gratified his wishes* 
and linger whole hours over the memory of b^ 
gone days. He will deUght in every bush, and 
flowery landscape, and singing bird that resembles 
those he saw and loved in early youth. 

It is at home that the bright flower$ x)f friend- 
ship bloom in perennial Ipeauty. * It is there that 
we can flee for protection, when^the thunders gxe 
heard, and the roar of distant winds bespeak the 
coming tempest. There, if anywhere, we look 
for safety and repose ; we anticipate tbe faithful 
expression of love, of kindred sympathies and 
affections ; and there, if anywhere, the toil-w<»n 
and sorrow-stricken spirit finds rest and comfort. 
Jlome is a place, of con^jfaftce, security aiid love. 
There we fear no evil.- There the shafts of slan- 
der will fall Jparmli^ss at our feet,- and there the 
thcpmy bed ^ sdirow may be cheered by a fa- 
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ther's affectionate, and a mother's tender love. 
Surely, if happiness is to be found in the wide 
world — if man is destined to enjoyment in any 
spot this side the tomb, it should be at home. I 
know not what others may feel, but, to me, there 
is music in the word. I love to look back and 
reflect upon, the pleasing scenes — the sunny days 
of childhood., I love to think of those halcyon 
moments spent beneath the smiles of parental 
love. And though these scenes of bliss have 
gone, and gone forever — though the father that 
then watched over and protected me, is now re- 
posing in the silent slumbers of death — » though I . 
jtiave entered, as it weye, upon a new existence — 
formed new connexions — and shared in the ' love 
of new and valued friends, — still home is dear to 
my heart. - 

The sacred writer utters a beautiful thought 
when he says, "Man goeth to his long home." 
The truth of the gospel justifies such language. 
It tells us that beyond the. confines of time, and 
the troubles of earth, there awaits us a glorious, 
an immortal home ! That though earthly ^fiomes 
will ceasq to exist, and earthly &iend$ must die, 
yet that God hath prepared a better, an abiding 
home for the pilgrims of earth, where friends 
will meet never to be separated^ and where love 
divine will be the theme of all, . through a long, 
happy eternity. " Man goeth to his long home.'* 
Sweet expression ! We have .a hdsne on high, 
" a house hot made with hands, eternal in lU^ ^ 
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heavens." To go to this home is to meet our 
heavenly Father, our unchangeable friend ; to 
greet all whom "we have loved on earth ; to dwell 
forever with the wise and good of all past ages ; 
to join the society of our Saviom* with the heav- 
enly host, and all' the innumerable company of 
the redeemed. This is our final home ; and to- 
wards this we are air hastening as fast as tinae can 
, carry us. . The inspired writers invariably repre- 
s^t man, in the present world, as a child from 
home — far from his father's house — as a stra^iger - 
in a strange land ; and, when he dies, as retiring ' 
from an eventful, a wearisome journey, and arriv- 
ing at home, the jplace of his permanent residence. 
And is not this a fair representation ? Doe^ not 
every man in the present life exhibit the charac- 
tei^stics of a stranger ? No one appears station- 
ary or at rest. Crowds of busy mortals are urging 
their way onwajd, anticipating great attainments 
at some future stage of their journey ,\ but no one 
appears to have reached the object of his pursuit. 

" Man never is, but always to be blessed." 

This is his fate during his whole pilgrimage on 
the earth. The Apostle tells us, that " here ^t 
have no continuing city ; but we seek one to 
come." We seek " a city that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God;" This city he 
considered our final home. . The earth is the 
home of the body — but heaven is the long, the 
ereriasting home of tke spiiil o^ taaxv. 
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When we think of a good earthly home, we 
think of serenity and peace. So of oqr immortal 
home. There we shall rest, secure from the influ- 
ence of unholy affections. There those sinful pas- 
sions, which here inake the human bosom the 
abode of wretchedness, can nevi^ intrude. There 
peace shall ever reign, and love, and joy eternal. 

Again. Home is the common and endeared res- 
idence of our family and friend.s. There are our 
parents, and the children of their care ftnd love.. 
So of our " long home." There we shall meet and 
associate with our heavenly Father- — with all 'his 
children, from the oldest to the youngest — with 
all the members of his household. Not one shall 
be excluded. 

" We *11 all rejoice, no wanderer lost j 
A family in heaven ! " 

Some will arrive sooner than others ; but, event- 
ually, all will reach home. With much propriety, 
then, the Scriptures declare that when man dies, 
he goes home. 

The doctrine here advanced is very different 
from those views of death entertained by fiiahy. 
It is generally believed that while death shall in- . 
troduce a part to the mansions of bliss, the remain- 
der must go away into endless perdition ; and that 
the horrid destiny of these latter will augment the 
happiness, and increase the joys of those who dwell 

at the right hand of t>od. Is this home? Is this 



s^ 






174 HISCELLANE(HJS PISCES. 

heaven? ^ If s6y what is there in it lovely or desira- 
ble ? where friendly feelings, and sympathies, 
and affections are anmhilated ! Should we not 
turn yrith disgust from a family or a Home on earth, 
like that which itoany pretend to believe exists in 
heaven ? Let us^ suppose that some father calls all 
his children home, and selects a large portion of 
them from the rest — loads them with impreca- 
tions — conpnands'them to depart, and come no 
more intd Ms presence. Suppose that while they 
are leaving their home in the utmost agony and 
despair, the other half of the children, who are 
their father's peculiar favorites, set up a shout of 
rejoicing, and thank the father for famishing those 
wretched brethren, should we not shun and de- 
test such a father's family and home? We are 
toltl that there is no language -©r figure which we 
can use, that will give us an adequate idea of the 
happiness of heaven. But how can this be true, if 
the common views of the subject be correct ? Look 
at "an earthly family, wheje all is joy, and love, 
and kindness. Is one of the number in pedn ? they 
all Sympathize with him, feel for him, and share in 
hia sorrows. Is one absent from home ? they all 
send theif best wishes with him, and wait impa- 
tiently for his*return. And is there not as much 
benevolence in heaven, as in this family ? If so, 
arid one, even one of qur race is forever excluded 
from those shining coxurts, will there hot be pain 
and grief in that bright world ? Shall the flowers 
of love there cease to bloom ? Is heaven a place 
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of darkness and desolation, where the holy plants 
of benevolence find not a congenial soil ? Are its 
inhabitants misanthropes ? Js^ its predominating 
principle reviftnge ? ^ And call you this Home ? 
Sooner would we wander in the gloomy shades of 
solitude, than be the companions of such t)eings as 
these ! But, thanks to the Most Higji, the Bible 
reveals no such home — no such heaven for man* 
kind. That home is a sinless, happy, jmmortality, 
to be shared alike by all. 

Let this sentiment be cherished. It should be 
the preacher's theme, and the hearer's consolation. 
I would have it read and understood by every son 
and daughter of Adam, that ^nian goeth to his long, 
his heavenly home, I would have- it feelingly inl- 
pressed on the yielding mind of the young, that 
they are but* pilgrims and sojourners in the' eajtb, 
and that death will bring them to the joys and 
felicities of home. Such a sentiment will' do them 
good, if rightly considered. It will lead them to 
live and walk " after the spirit," and bold com- 
munion with God and heaven. I would have ihe 
sentiment remembered, by the seeker after worfiJly 
riches. He would then understand that this earth 
is not his abiding-place -^ that he must ^ooti pass 
home. This truth, in the hour of prosperity,, 
would teach him to regard all men as fellow- 
travellers to the same heavenly mansion, and to 
give those who are needy around him, all the 
assistance in his power. In short, all, of every 
grade, and in every situation pf life, would be bet- 
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ter for an understanding of this precious, this heav- 
enly sentiment. 

In the hour of trouble and grief, the idea of 
which we ^ak, has its consolation. When, one 
after another, our friends depart, and we see them 
lie down in the sleep of death, what joy is there 
in the thought that they have gone home ; that 
death is but an angel of mercy sent to convey us 
to our heavenly abode! That was n beautiful 
saying of Franklin, when speaking of the death of 
a loved one, — "Our friend and we were invited 
abroad on a patty of pleasure which is to last for- 
ever. He was ready first, and is gone before us. 
We could not all conveniently «tart together ; and 
why should you and I be grieved at this, since we 
are soon to follow, and know where to find him ? 
Why should we mourn that a new cliild is bom 
among the immortals ? that another 'member of 
the -family has gone home ? " There is philoso- 
phy, there is Christianity, in this saying mf the 
sage. ' . ^■ >' 

To die is^to go home. We would have this 
truth known and realized. „We would have it 
engraven on th^ tablet of every heart — =■ written iiUf 
every temple of worship — inscribed upon Wf^' 
portals of the grave-yard. Then would that fear 
of death, which now rends the human bosom, be 
robbed of its power to harm, and joy would fill 
the heart of the mourning earthly pilgrim. * 
then, let us lovB the name of Home ! 
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Extract from a Sermon, 

* 

Delivered i^t Lamprey River, N. H. Thanksgiving Day, 1834. 

The mighty ehange which has been produced 
i«rithin the^ last h^i century in the theological 
views and religious feelings of this " ne'vy^ world," 
considering the powerfully opposing and disadvan- 
tageous circiimstances under which it has been 
effected, has scarcely a parallel in the annals of 
creation. The seed sown by the immortal Murray 
has been watered by the faithful Apostles of truth, 
and God has given it a glorious increase. Although 
but a few years since, this doctrine, like the grain 
of mustard-seed, was so small as not to be per- 
ceived, it has been nourished by the dew of 
heavep into a wide-spread tree, whose frmts and 
leaves are for the healing of the nations. ^" The 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we. 
are glad." 

Where is the philanthropic heaet that does not 
' jyell with emotions of joy and gratitude on wit- 
nessing the triumphant march of truth ? That 
doctrine which but sixty-four years since, was 
proclaimed for the first time on the continent of 
fc America, and which then had but one* public ad- 
vocate, now has its faithful and ardent defender in 

almost every city, town and hamlet throughout our 
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highly favored land. Truly, " this is the Lord's 

doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes." 

# # * * , * * * ^ ,# * 

It was from this asylimi of the oppressed that a 
voice was to go forth, which should level the strong 
barriers of bigotry and superstition, and cause aa 
aspiring clergy to learn that they were servants 
"^nd not masters ; a voice which declared to them, 
in tones of thunder, " thus far shalt thou go and 
no farther." That " still small voice " has been 
heard. Truth has burst upon a benighted world, 
" fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and (to her 
enemies) terrible as an army with banners." It is 
^moving forward, ^* conquering and to conquer;" 
and its benign and heavenly influence is causing 
tJie solitary place \o rejoice, and the wilderness to 
bud and blossom as the rose. Societies professing 
faith in a common salvation are rising up on every 
hand ; houses are being dedicated to the worship 
of God as the " Saviour of all men ;" and laborers 
in the gospel vineyard are continually increasing. 
Have we not, then, ^y brethren, in view of our 
unparalleled prosp^ity as a denomination, every 
reason to obey the injunction^in the text, " Offer 
•unto God thanksgiving." The truth of Jesus is 
irresistible. Its watch-worcl is /'Victory;" its 
.motto, ^' Onward ; " and as the prejudices of men 
wear away, it will soar triumphant, like the 
majestic eg^gle, and belaibld error and delusion 
buried in everlasting night. God speed the happy 
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But, my brethren, as a society of ChristiaQS,*ture 
you not under the strongest obligations to " offer 
iuito €rod thanksgiving ? " For the first time, bn 
an occasion like this, you Tiave assembled within 
these consecrated walls, a band of believers in the 
infinite goodness, the unbounded love of your God 
and Father. The year which is now drawing to 
a close has witnessed your zeal and faithfulness ia 
the cause you have espoused. Enjoying the blessh 
ing of that liberty wherewith Christ has made you 
firee, you have, with a zeal and devotedness worthy 
the imitation of all, erected this neat and commo- 
dious temple, and dedicated it to the worship of 
Almighty God. And you have the rich satisfac- 
tion of knowing that your labors have not been 
vain in the Lord. The promise of Jehova^ h^ 
truly been verified to you, — " No weapori that is 
formed against thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment, 
thou shalt condemn." And as a society of Chris- 
tians professing the same faith, animated By the 
same hope, and cheered by. the same prospects, 
you should on this joyful occasion " offer unto. 
God thanksgiving," for the abundant success with 
which he has crowned your efforts, and let your 
fervent prayers ascend to him that he would con- 
tinue to smile propitiously oh you, and that here, 
with your families and friends, you may long.be 
permitted to listen to fte sound of \luit gospel 
which is the bread of life to the believing soul. 
I^ the encouragemenf you have received ftom 
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the past, stimulate you to renewed exertions ; and 
when this day shall again return, may this temple 
resound with the praises of many, who, through 
your instrumentality, have been brought out of 
darkness into the marvellous light 9f the gospel. 

Finally ; — encouraged by the cheering jarospects 
before us, and the holy hopes which our religion in- 
spires, of a time when sin and sorrow shall be swept 
from the earth, and benevolence a^d love shall 
universally prevail, and when the whole world of 
^lankind shall with grateful hearts offer unto God 
thanksgiving— let us endeavor, so far as the frailty 
of our nature will allow, to be perfect as he is per- 
fect on whom the consummation of our hope de- 
pends. And while we are assembled around oiir 
festive boards this day, partaking of the rich boun- 
ties of an all-wise Providence, may the flame of 
grateful thanksgiving, which is glowing in our 
bosomis, ascend to the almighty Parent of good, far 
bringing us in safety to the close of another year, 
and crowning our lives with his loving kindness 
afld tender mercies — for his goodness manifested 
to us in the privileges we enjoy as a nation — for 
oiu: temporal and spiritual blessings. And when 
we shall forever cease our offerings in his earthly 
temples, may we be permitted toj^ter those heav- 
enly courts, where one eternal day of thanksgiving 
shall crown our joy, and where we shall unite at 
last witl^ a ransomed world in celebrating tte 
pteises of our God forever and ever. — Arnea^ 
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Nature of God. 

/• 

It is aa express doctrine of Revelation, that God 
is love. But it is nowhere said in scripture that 
God is wisdom, that God is justice, or that Go4 is 
power. .These are only attributes of him — the 
same as limbs ai;e parts of our body. As our 
limbs are set in motion by our body, so the attri- 
butes of Deity, his wisdom, power, justice, &c., 
aare governed by, or exerted in accordance with 
love, which is the nature of God. His wis- 
dom is the wisdom of love ; his power, the power 
of love ; his justice, the justice of love. And 
these, with all his other attributes, must ever be 
exerted to bring about an end, in accordance 
with the great design of infinite and immutable 
love. We take it for granted, of course, that it is 
the nature of love to desire the happiness of its 
objects — and, consequently, that God, being love, 
desires the happiness of his children. Now^ to sp.y 
that the wisdom of God is not exerted in accord- 
ance with loVe, is to charge the Almighty with 
supreme folly. It is virtually saying that he is 
not wise enough to frame a scheme which will 
succeed in accomplishing his own desires. The 
truth is, the .wisdom of God is ever exexted in 
devising plans to accon^lish the ,desj|rea of love* 
For, as God is love, love must pfompt wisdom ip 
action. * 
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So with the. power of God. , That is a mighty 
attribute. But, when we reflect that it is only the 
power of Ibve, it loses all its terror. We behold the 
pofwer of God displayed in the lightning !s flash — 
the thunder^s roar — in the tempest, and earth- 
quake — in all the mighty operations of nature. 
It fills us with awe. But, when we reflect that it 
is directed by love, we feajc no evil. That power 
which formed this beautiful world, might have 
filled it with hissing serpents, and rendered it the 
abode of misery and wo. That power which 
rides forth upon ♦the storm-cloud, instead of the 
gently falling rain, might shower dAwn the thun- 
derbolts of his wrath. That power which awakes 
the slumbering tempest, might fill it with the 
arrows of death. And why is not this done ? 
The answer is plain. Because that power which 
we see displayed, is the pbwer of love. As God's 
power is omnipotent, and is ever directed by love, 
we can perceive at once the happy consequences 
which must result from the exertion of that pow-* 
er; And we can also see the beauty of that scrip- 
ture which says, " Thy people shall be willing 
in the day of thy power." A glorious assurance. 
The power of love shall make them willing ! 
This will cause every wandering rebel to bow, 
like Sauy)f Tarsus, in humble submission to the 
Prince of Peace ; and the efiectual workings of 
God's omnipotent power shall be followed by re- 
sults, over which love will rejoice through ages 
without end. 
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An Invitaitdn. 

" Come thou with us, and we will do thee good."— Num. x. 29> 

These words of Moses may with much proprie- 
ty be addressed t6 those who, at the present day^ 
are so violently opposecj to the doctrine of Christ, 
and who are groping in the midnight darkness of 
error and superstition. We are all in search of 
happiness ; it is " our being's end and dftfei" Per- 
fect and imalloyed happiness is pot attainable by 
mortal man, in this frail and imperfect state of 
existence. That rich feast is prepared for us in 
the mansions of everlasting bliss — there the pure 
streams of peace and happiness shall flow un- 
ruflied — there shall a ransomed world find full- 
ness of joy and pleasures forevermore. But, not- 
withstanding this, we believe man may enjoy 
a happiness in this life, which assimilates itself to 
that prepared fpr him in an immortal state of ex- 
istence. Where is this happiness to be found? 
What course shall we pursue, in order to obtain 
that which we most desire ; and, indeed, all we 
desire ? I answer, — By entertaining right views 
of the character of God, and a strong and unwaver- 
ing faith in his gracious promises — a faith which 
shall work by love, and purify the heart.. Here 
alone is true happiness to be found* 

" 'T is this that makes (»ur darkness day j 
*T is this that makes oar earth a heaven." 
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If 

If this be trufej the believing, practical Univer- 
salist is in possession of that which all men so 
ardently desire. - His doctrine presents him with a^ 
God of matchless purity and holiness — with a 
kind and good Father, who is infinite in love, and 
whose regard for him infinitely surpasses- that of 
the tenderest earthly parent for his offspring. It in- 
forms us that it is the pleasure and purpose of 
God to gather together all things in one, in Christ 
Jesus, — that tjjp whole family of man shall be 
raised to me enjoyments of heaven, and live for- 
ever in the jiight of Jehovah's love. It assures us 
that sin and hell shall be destroyed ,' that death 
shall be swallowed up in victory ; -and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God. And, believii|g 
this, we ar6 prepared to look forward ijo death 
with triumph. We believe that where sin abound- 
ed, grace doth much more abound — and that, 
beyond the f each of sin, man shall worship God in 
an existence where sorrow and sighing can never 
come. O, if there is a human being on the foot- 
stool of the Alinjghty in possession of true happi- 
ness, it is the firm believer in God's universal and 
michangjng love. He worships a God worthy the 
character ascribed to him in *his holy word, ancj 
throws himself upon his boundless mercy for pro- 
tection and support. He welcomes the future 
with joy and rejoicing, believiiig tljat thera -Jp 
prepared for him, and the world of jiianjypi, an 
inheritance incorruptible undefiled, and thts(;fitdetb 
liot away. And, belii^i^ these consoling truths 
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he is saved from the love and dominion of sin, and 
ied...to- fear God and keep his commandments. 
\*Re?ider,—^ these are the happy effects which tho. 
doctrih^* of* God's illimitable grace prodnta^in the 
wa^t"^f Iji^ receives it in spirit and in trutJi. 

Ahdtf you. ate ignorant of the happiness wMSIl 
religion affords — if you would enjoy that peace 
which passeth understanding — if you are in 
search of true felicity, — I would most affection- 
ately address you in the language of Moses, — - 
" Come thou with us, and we will do thee good*?' 
Thou shalt hear the voice of the blessed Redeem- 
er, speaking peace to thy troubled bosom, and 
saying, "^e of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven 
thee." Then will peace, like a river from the 
throne of God, attend thee on thy way. You will 
have a foretaste of those joys that await you in 
reahns beyond the skies, and drink deep from the 
inexhaustible fountain of divine love, the streams 
whereof make glad the city of our. God. O, come, 
then, ye who are endeavoring to satisfy your 
hungry souls with sin and error, to slake your 
thirst by drinking of the bitter waters of partial- 
ism, come and enter into the gospel kingdom, snd^ 
partake of that rich feast prepared for you by your 
Father in heaven. Forsake, I beseech you, the 
broken cisterns hewn out by man's invention, and 
1|ee to the foimtain of living waters, from which 
you pay (|rink and never die. "WJJif^^ill you 
slighi iftcli precious invitations? "Why d6. ye 
spend money for that which is not breaid, arni 
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y<5ur labor for that which isittisfiefh not ? Hearken 
ttiligently unto me, and eat ye thkt Vhich is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fatness," 

M6s^^4n starting for the land of Canaan, mani- 
fested a desire to have his kindred accompany 
him, as he saysj " We ar6 journeying into the 
place of ^rhich the Lord said, I wilt give it. you : 
come thou with us-, and we will do thee good." 
Moses was travelling to an earthly Canaan, " to 
the place of which the Lord said, I will give it 
you." We are journeying to the heavenly Cana- 
an — -a country given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began — a city that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God, " Come thou 
with us, and we will do thee good." Will you 
listen to the entreaty, and enter into test? or will 

" you reti^n lis the answer which H«bab did to 
Moses ? " I will not come, but I will depart to 
mine own land, and to mine own kindred." If 
you will do this, and still continue to doubt God's 
proniises and disbelieve the doctrine of his 5on, — 
you must expe<jt to reap, as the sad consequen^l|, 
of persisting in such a course, the apples of Sodda^ 

^nd the clusters of Gomorrah. " O that my head 
TVere waters, and mine eyes a, fountain of teaxs^ 
that I might weep day and night for the slain of 
th^ daughter of my people." 

^eq/i^j$^o\i can never enjoy true ^ij'^^sui- 
tial liappiness,' until you hav« embracel^|pR^go|^ 
pel which " bringeth salvation to all men," We . 
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say this from experience. We have tried the sys- 
tems of men. , We have searched in vain to find 
happiness in the paths of sin. We have repaired 
to the gospel of Christ. We have experienced its 
renovating power. We have felt its life-giving 
energies — and we know it, to be, indeed, "the 
power of God unto salvation to every^ one that 
believeth." In the darkest hour of om earthly 
existence it has given us " joy unspeakable and 
fiill of glory," And, while following to the grave 
our departed friends, it has pointed us to a distant 
land, blooming with glories ineflfable atid eternal. 
These are the happy eflfects of a belief in the 
gospel of Christ* Its joys are transcendent — its 
happiness is inexpressible. It affords us ^ ante- 
past of heaven, a prelibation of those streams of 
felicity whi^h emanate from the throne of God. 
And such comforts, consolation^ and delights you' 
can never find while -^^andering in the dark maze 
of sin and unbelief. Come, then, to the fountain 
of eternal life. Believe the gospel — cheridi its 
hopes— 'cultivate its spirit — live as it dictates — 
and you will be happy in life, and triumphant in 
death. No longer deprive yourselves of the bread 
of heaven, and search for happiness where it <;ari 
never fee found ; but come to the gospal feast. 
You are all welcome to the rich dainties it af- 
fot[(ls; and 

'* - € 
" Christ hath sent me to invite you / - 

To this rich And costly feast ; 

• Let not sh%me nor pride* prevent you : 

Come, the rich provision taste.' 
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V , Religion. \- 

V ■ 

Religion ! What is it^ pisrobed q{ the supersti* 
lious garb which men have hung around it, we be^ 
lieve it to be Heaven's best gift to man. It is our 
friend in adversity, and our monitor in pwJsperity. 
Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths 
€Ure peace. By the touch of its purifying .wand, 
the veil which has shrouded the inquisitive seapch- 
ings of the human mind is at once torn asunder, 
and the undying beauties of immortality are open 
to our view. 

Without religion, what is man I A being solita- 
^ *ry and forlorn — a slave to sin, and aa enemy of 
his own happiness. All before him is shrouded in 
darkness and dread uncertainty. But, im religion 
he finds an unerring guide, a faithful friend. By 
its enlivening influence, the soul, beaming with 
the intellectual beauty of its divine Author, scans 
the laws of the moral and physical imiFerse — 

1,^ .measures with unerring exactness the courses of 
^ the giant orbi? ^ound it — unfolds imd explains 
the various phenonfena* of nature, and realizes, in 
spirit and in truth, the doctrine of diviile goodness 
and love. In the religion of Christ there is nothing 
inconsistent with the purest happiness of man. 
k JttrM* a sourca of incalculable comfort to those 

4 wlho drink from its fertilizing streams. • It pre^/\ < 
, eludes every thing which is not congenial with; ,* 



^*^ 



*!* 



MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 189 

the fine feelings of our nature. It is emphatically 
a religion of peace. And not only does it afford 
Us the purest happiness here, by saving us from 
the love and dominion, of sin, but it promises us, 
beyond this transitory state of existence, "an in- 
iieritance incorruptible, utidefiled, and that fadeth 
not away." 

O, who is there that does not perceive the beauty 
and excellency of this religion ? All hailj sweet 
harbinger of joy ! Life without thee were a world 
without light, a death-like song, a frightful dream l. 
Where could we flee in adversity but to thee ? 
Wlien sorrow and sadness pour upon us like a 
mighty deluge — when grief corrodes within the 
breast -^ when cares perplex the mind, and disap- 
pointments bring their train of melancholy, — then 
it is that we are permitted to taste the value of reli- 
gion. It irradiates the darkest gloom, and spreads 
an ocean of unbounded delight over all the scenes 
of human existence. May it ever be my ambition 
to recommend this religion, both by precept and 
example, to the attention of my fellow-men. 

''I 'U liil my hands, I 'li raise my voice, . \ 

W^hile I have breath to pray or praise ; j 

This work shall make ray heart rejoice, 
And fill the remnant of my days." 

May all, to whom these^remarks may come, be 
entreated by their youthful friend, by one. who 
feels an interest in . their happiness, to " break off 
their sins by • righteotlsness, and their iniquities 

16 
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by turning to the Lord." Then shall they ei;ijoy 
that peace of God which passeth understanding, 
and find, by happy experience, that in keeping the 
commandments there is great reward. 



Fear of Death, 

• ■ 

How many thousands of our race are now living 
in misery, and trembling with horror, through fear 
of death! Sighs and tears — troubled bosoms — 
aching hearts — hours of darkness — lives of sor- 
row, are their bitter portion. The beauties of 
earth; and the sweets of friendship, present no 
chaxms to the tremulous vision; and at last the 
destroyer comes, and they lie down in despair. 
And all this is through fear of death. 

But, can the true believer be in bondage to fear ? 
No, never ! He reposes with unshaken confidence 
in the God of heaven, and exercises a strong and 
abiding faith in the gospel of his Redeemer. Pear 
fs a stranger to his bosom. He can exclaim with 
the Pslamist, " Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me." . 
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Profanity,^ 

• . "" . ' • ■ * 

■ — •> • * • -, -' 

, The practice of profane swearing is one. of the 
most useless, foolish and perfiicious sins of the 
day. To be saluted on every hand with a profane 
"oath^ is, to the inan of sensibility and feeling j truly 
revolting. And, above all others, professed Univer- 
salists «hould be the last to indulge in this vile 
practice. Theirs is not a doctrine of cursing and 
,bitterneiss, but of blessing and love. They ajte, 
flierefore, exceedingly inconsistent and foolish 
when they call on God to damn their fellow-men. 
A certain oppbser of pur faith was right when he 
said that Universalists, in order to- swear^ were 
obliged to steal oaths to swear with. True. The 
worst oath .which a Universalist can utter, and be 
consistent with his faith, is, ^^ May God bless you.^' 
O that all who profess this faith would remember 
this, and govern their conduct and conversation in 
such a manner as shall reflect honor upon the doc- 
trine they believe ! It is a sentiment which gives 
no license to sin, no room for the indulgence of 
profanity. Its language is, Them shalt bless, and 
curse not If we heed this command, and are 
governed by its spirit, we shall promote our own 
happiness, the welfare of others, and the glory of 
God. Even so may it be. 



if 

192 MIStJFLLANpOUS PIECE S. 



^^ Be eourteouA.^^ 

If there is any one thing needed among us more 
than another, it is Christian courtesy. Christians 
manifest a lamentable want of respect for each 
other's feelings. They do not appeki to deem the 
exhortation at the head of this article worthy of 
their attention. They will denounce those who 
may honestly differ from them in sentiment, as 
infidels, sinners ; and brand them with the most 
opprobrious epithets. Universalists have suffered 
from this lack of courtesy among professing Chris- 
tians. They have been called hard names — treated 
with disrespect — ranked with infidels and others 
who regard not the word of God. And what is 
worse, this has been done in the pulpit, by those 
who have stood forth as teachers of virtue and 
piety. Now, of one thing we are certain, that what- 
ever else these brethren possess, they are greatly 
deficient in Christian courtesy. When they come 
to us, and address us as rational beings, call us by 
our proper name, and give us credit for what we 
do believe, instead of denouncing us as infidels, 
we shall begin to think that they have some re- 
gard for the exhortation of the Apostle, "Be 
courteous." 
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FRAGMENTS FROM LETTERS. 



Immortality. 

I HATE' been thinking, my dear friend, of the 
happy seasons we have enjoyed together ; of that 
blessed spirit of which we have drank so freely ; 
of that pure flame of love which has been kindled 
upon the altar of our hearts ; of " those unsearcha*^ 
ble riches " to which our minds have been direct- 
ed ; of that inexhaustible theme on which we 
have expatiated ; and I have asked myself, Can it 
be possible, that creatures capable of such sublime 
enjoyments — of possessing such holy desires — of 
indulging such glorious hopes, are to exist for a few 
short days, and then lie down to perish ? Can it be 
possible, that those endearing relations, those strong 
ties of affections, which have here bound us to- 
gether, are to be annihilated when the taper of 
life shall cease to burn ? Can it be, that when a few 
more changes shall have mocked us, these pleasant 
scenes shall be forever o'er? I cannot, I will not 
indulge the dreadful thought. My Redeemer hath 
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said, ^^'Because I live, ye shall live also," and it 
must be so ! 

" Else why tkis pleading hope, this fond desire, 
This longiQg after immortality 1 " 

Blessed, thrice blessed be the name of the Most 
High ! Man shall live again ! Those feeUngs 
which have rendered us so happy here, shall be 
renewed in a fairer and brighter world. The 
friendships which have been formed between us 
upon earth, shall be perfected in the realms of un- 
bounded love, where the praise of God and the 
Lamb, shall be the delightful employment of a be- 
atified universe. 



Gospel Joy$, 

You have felt what I would fain express. The 
gospel has often caused yo4ir bosom to thrill with 
the feelings of heaven ; your heart to burn with the 
fire of love ; and your eyes to be filled with tears 
of joy. And with such a precious treasure, en- 
gaged in a cause so glorious, how happy should 
we be ! What ardent gratitude should we fe^l ! 
What joy should be ours ! We may be separated 
and cast far from each other; mountains may 
heave their towering summits, and rivers roll in 
grandeiu: between us ; . the silence of midnight 
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may c^ten find us wrapt in study; &to|ms and 
tempests may howl around us ; still we can be 
happy. We have a qompanion, whose soothing 
voice is_ever heard. The Gomforter, even the 
quickening Spirit^ -is ours. We have a light to 
guide us, which never grows dim — a fire to warm 
us, which the troubles of earth cannot quench — a 
faith to sustain us, which never fails — and a hope 
which takes hold on immortality, and gives us 
bright visions of " the sjririt-^land." O, then^ let us 
cling to the gospel ; it will stand by us when all 
things else shall . faiL Our friends may leave us— 
those we love may lie down in death — • the eye of 
affection may grow dim, and the last farewell of 
many a fond one be spojcen ; but still, faith in the 
gospel will remain, shining brighter a^d brighter 
amid surrounding darkness. Above all things else, 
spare me my faith* 

" Then, should the earth's firm pillars shake, 
And all the wheels of nature break,^ 
My steady soul shall fear no mgre 
Than solid rocks, when billows roar." 



Pleasure and Duty of Ministers. 

To preach the gospel — to proclaim good tidings 
— to make known "the unsearchable riches of 
Christ " — to reclaim the wandering — to convince 
the doubting — to bind up the broken-hearted! 
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Can there be an employment more divine, a work 
more worthy the love and devotion of man ? I 
know there are toils and trials, crosses jtnd suffer- 
ings, xioiuiected with the labors of the Christian 
ministei^' but to me these are as dust in the 
balance, when contrasted with the joy, the bliss, 
the rapturous delight, which flow from a duty so 
pleasing, a privilege so precious and holy. Univer- 
salism, Heaven knows, I love. It is a treasure 
which I prize^a gift which I hold dear as existence 
itself It is the angel of mercy ! It is Christianity 
in its pristine purity and glory ! And, its profess- 
ed ministers, what responsibilities rest upon us! 
How holy should be our lives; how upright our 
conduct ; how humble our spirits ; how fervent 
our devotion ; how ardent our zeal, in a caiise so 
sublime and glorious ! If there is one thing which 
I ardently desire, and for which X fervently pray, 
it is, that I may be a faithful minister of Jesus 
Christ ; that my works may ever evince th^ purity 
of my religion i my example attest the sincerity of 
my profession ; and my zeal and devotion show 
forth the strength of my faith ; and so long as God 
shall bless me with existence, may my love for 
the world and its alluring vanities be swallowed 
up and lost in my love for the gospel of my Re- 
deemer. 
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Spreeid of Truth. 

■If- , _ . _ . 

The Lord gi;ant that this blessed truth may go 
on, from conquering to conquer, until darkness and 
error shall be known, no moxe,, and the whole earth 
shall be filled with tjie glory of God. As co- 
workers in this glorious cause, may we, my 
brother, be inspired with renewed zeal in the work 
which is before us — be more engaged, and pore 
faithful in our Master's service — and be ijistru- 
ments, in the hands of the Most High, of hastening 
the happy era when the tottering walls of Mystery 
Babylon shall crumble into dust, and the anthems 
of victory shall be chanted on the watch-tower 
of Zion. This time will come. The- bigot may 
murmur, and the Pharisee oppose ; but truth will 
prevail. God hath declared it ; angels desire it ; 
good men pray for it ; and, Heaven be praised, 
their prayers shall be answered. 



Flight of Thought. 

What a privilege is that which we enjoy, in 
being able to hold intercourse, sweet interchange 
of thought, by the silent language of the pen ! 
The travels of thought, the workings of the mind, 
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how wonderful ! With the rapidity of Ughtning 
the spirit flies throu^ immensity — ^^ communes 
with kindred spirits — grasps at infinity 1 Who 
can understand its greatness ? Who can know ifs 
power ? Who will unravel the mystery ; for myste- 
rious surely it is, that the^ spirit which now directs 
this pen should be at the same moment by thy 
side, beholding thy face, though thou art far away ? 
O may its goings forth from the earthly tenement 
bring it nearer to Him in whose presence is "ful- 
ness of joy, and at whose right hand are pleasures 
forevermore ! '* 



Devotional Desires. 

We need more fire — more love — more of the 
true spirit of devotion. Ours is a religion which 
demands continual perseverance. It forbids our 
standing still. It is continually urging us onward 
to higher attainments, to more glorious achieve- 
ments in our warfare with ignorance and sin. It 
calls for the exercise of all our moral and intel- 
lectual faculties; it bids us "growJn grace;" it 
spurns the narrow fetters of a creed ; lifts the soul 
above the alluring vanities of time ; strips the free 
spirit of those chains which have bound it to esurth, 
and unfolds to its expanding powers scenes of im- 
provement and glory, which shallend only with 
eternity. 
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I pray for more devotion, heartfelt, gospel devo- 
tion ; which shall give us a victory over sin ; 
which shall gain new and more glorious conquests 
for the truth ; which shall make us bright and 
shining lights in the world. I desire to be brought 
iuto such a state of mind, of feeling, that I may 
forget the vanities of earth, its troubles and trials, 
in my love for the gospel. I would have myself 
and every believer feel just as the poet must have 

felt, when he said, 

, I. 

" When all thy mercies, O my God, 

My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I 'm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise ! " 

Let us live in this spirit ; and should we not, my 
brother, know more of the blessings of religion, the 
joys of heaven, than we have ever yet experienced ? 
So I think ; so I would feel. 



Recovery from Sickness* 

After being kept from the people of my charge, 
by sickness, for about six months, I have again 
been permitted to proclaim to them "the un- 
searchable riches of Christ." And I cannot dis- 
semble to you the rapturous emotions which have 
thrilled my bosom, on being able once more to en- 
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gage in that blessed work, which has been to me a 
source of unfeigned delight. My love for the 
ministry, and my attachment to its duties, ** grow 
with my growth, and strengthen with my strength." 
For one, I adore the gospel — I admire its beauties 
— I love its excellencies — I rejoice in its life- 
giving power ! — It has been to me a faithful com- 
panion. It has sustained me in sickness — has 
planted the flowers of immortality upon the graves 
of departed, friends — and given me joy and tri- 
umph even ' at the gates of death ! — it inspires us 
with the most glorious hope, — it lifts the curtain 
of futurity, and bids us behold, by an eye of faith, 
a time when sin and misery shall be o'er ; when 
we shall exchange the sorrows and troubles of life, 
for the unfading joys of a brighter world, where 
the friendship which has been formed between us 
upon earth, shall be perfected in the realms of un- 
dying love. This faith it is our happiness to pos- 
sess ; and, with it, what joy, what bliss should be 
ours ! Though we may meet no more upon the 
shores of time — though we may not be permitted 
to renew, upon earth, the pleasing acquaintance 
which has been formed between us, — yet, in our 
faith, we have the blissful assurance that we shall 
at last greet eaph other in a- world of unclouded 
light, where sorrow can never cohie, where parting 
is never known: but where we shall roam amid 
fields ^ perennial felicity, loving and being loved 
'forever. Heaven grant that this faith may ever be 
our stay in life, and support in death, and its bliss- 
ful reality our unfading portion in etermty ! 
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Meeting again. 

Yoy ask when we shall meet again ? A thrill- 
ing question. There is solemnity in the thought, 
that those dear friends we love, around whom our 
fondest affections are clustered, we may meet no 
more upon the earth. It is a thought which often 
intrudes itself upon my own mind, calling forth 
sighs and tears. There is much to bind me to 
earth, much for which I would live ; still, I believ!^ 
my hold on this existence to be slender indeed. I 
feel that when a little period shall have passed, my 
days on earth will be numbered, my sorrows will 
end, and I shall rest in silence with those who 
were, but are not. May a kind Father prepare 
me for whatever seemeth good in his sight. 

But, why sadness ? Perhaps we \may never 
meet, until we meet in that bright world where 
parting shall never come — where we shall love 
and be loved, eternally — where we shall feast 
upon beauties which never change -— pluck the 
fair flowers of unfading delight — go onward in 
knowledge and virtue, and bask in the light of 
God's everlasting smiles ! There it will never be 
asked, When skall we meet again ? No more part- 
ing forever! *, 
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A Social Meetmg, 

I HAVE just returned from one of our social 
meetings, or concerts of praise. We hold a meet- 
ing of this kind every Sabbath evening, and have 
for a long time past. They grow better and 
better. The one this evening has been remarka- 
bly well attended. All felt that it was good to be 
there. O the blessed privilege I have enjoyed! 
The Lord be prsdsed! I have met with my be- 
loved brethren and sisters, who like myself love 
the gospel — so I trust — God bless them. We 
have mingled our prayers and praises together ; we 
have sat together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. We have forgotten for a time the things of 
earth, and lingered with delight amid the joys of 
immortality. Our affectipns have taken hold on 
heaven. We have formed new and holier resolu- 
tions. We have prayed in faith. We have sung 
the sweet songs of Zion. We have exhorted each 
other to love and good works. And the effect 
upon my mind has been thrilling, ecstatic, glo- 
rious. I have felt the power of God, and the 
quickening energies of his love. My soul has 
been' refreshed — my hope is brighter -*- my faith 
is stronger — my zeal has been renewed — my 
love for mttttkind has been kindled into a; purer 
and holier flame. Bless the Lord for these seasofifi 
of spiritual rejoicing. May he -give iis.jnore of 
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them. They are the antitypes of heaven, harbin- 
gers of endless felicity. I know not how to ex- 
press the joys, the i;?iptures, the unspeakable bliss, 
which I have experienced with my brethren and 
friends this evening. I can only give utterance 
to my feelings in the thrilling language of the 
poet : — 

" How blest the sacred tie that binds 
In union sweet according minds ; 
How high, how strong their raptures swell, 
There's none but kindred souls can tell. 

Their hearts together seek the place 
Where God reveals his smiling face j 
Their ardent prayers together rise, 
Like mingling flame, in sacrifice. 

Nor shall the glowing flame expire 
When nature droops her sick'ning fire j 
Then shall they meet in realms above, 
A heaven of joy, because of love ! " 
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